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CHAPTER 1L
DISTINGUISHED PARSIS OF GUJARAT.

Early opinion of Parsis—Their settlement of Navsari—Merji Rana—The
Desais—Changa Asa—Removal of the sacred fire— Du Perron’s
travels—The Ravayets—Manaksha Desai—Translations of Persian poems
—Temulji Desai—Divisions of the priesthood —Mancherji Kharshedji
—PFirst British connection with Baroda— Parsi services— Expulsion of
Arab mercenaries— Parsis at Surat—Their good qualities—European
factories at Surat—Parsi brokers—Rastam Manak—His visit to Aurang-
zeb—Rastam’s services—A Turkish merchant in distress—Rastam and Sir
Nicholas Waite—The claims of Rastam’s family—Persecution—Naorozji
Rastamji sails for Europe—Obtains justice in England—The first native of
India to visit London— A despatch of the East India Company— The
suburb of Rastampura—Manakji Seth—The first Parsi entailed estate—
Mancherji Seth—Nanabhai Punjiabhai — Ancestor of the Modis—Bhimji
Kuvarji—Imperial firman—Sorabji Kavasji—His mechanical knowledge—
Consequences of repairing a clock—The Sorabji family—A Mahdi—Death
of a Parsi—Phirozsha Dhanjisha—His popularity—His public funeral—
Ardeshir Dhanjisha—His great services—Famine and flood— A piratical
confederacy — Ardeshir receives a gold medal—Public darbars— False
charge against Ardeshir— His exoneration—Grand darbar— Dadabhai
Nasarvanji Modi—Ratanji Manakji Enti— Pilgrimage to Mecca—The
Bhavnagris — Nasarvanji Kohiyar — Kharshedji Kohiyar — Lieutenant
Birdwood — Kharshedji Modi—Intrigues at Poona—Maniar Parsi—His
visit to England —The guest of Edmund Burke— Burke's letter to
Ragunath Rao—Bhikhaji Bharda—Manakji Damanvala.

AFTER their exodus from Persia the Parsis lived, as
we have seen, at Sanjan for about six hundred years
in tranquillity and in the full enjoyment of their
religious rites under the government of the Hindu
rajas at that place. They chiefly occupied themselves
VOL. II B
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in agricultural and industrial pursuits. Not only did
they change the face of the territory they occupied
from a dreary jungle into a fruitful, refreshing, and
life-giving garden, but they enjoyed considerable pros-
perity more especially if taken in comparison with their
neighbours. Unfortunately there is no record of any
interesting or important event during this long period
of six centuries, but a traveller of the twelfth cen-
tury speaks of them “ as rich, warlike, wandering, and
clever,”—qualities seldom associated before or since.
The dispersion of the Parsis of Sanjan after the
overthrow of the Hindu Government in or about the
year 1315 was, as might naturally be expected, fol-
lowed by a century of national depression. They had
again to leave the houses they had built and the lands
they had rendered fertile, and, destitute of resources,
once more to seek a new life and fresh lands in another
part of Gujarat. There they settled, despite their indi-
gent circumstances, with a high character for valour,
fidelity, and loyalty to the kings who had given them
and their ancestors a kindly welcome when driven
from their own home. The Parsis even to this day
retain a grateful remembrance of the kind reception
they met with at the hands of the Hindu king and
his subjects. Though the result of the campaign
against the invaders of the Rana of Sanjan’s country
was disastrous to the Parsis who took so prominent a
part in it, the reputation they acquired by their gal-
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lantry tended to greatly improve their condition
and status, and promoted the interests of their small
colonies with the ruling powers wherever they hap-
pened to establish themselves.

In this chapter we propose, therefore, to notice
some of the distinguished Parsis of Gujarat, as
well as the interesting events with which they were
connected.

As the Parsis grew in importance at Navsari, and
as, unfortunately, the members of the priesthood began
to be continually at difference among themselves, it
was considered advisable to elect a suitable man as
chief “dastur” or high priest, who would not only be
the head of the sacerdotal caste but also the chief ad-
viser and controller of the religious affairs of the entire
community. The choice for this office, made on the
12th of March 1579, fell unanimously upon a pious
and learned priest named Merji Rana. By his piety,
learning, and irreproachable character he not only
gained the esteem of his fellow-countrymen but his
fame spread far and wide, even to the ears of the
Emperor Akbar the Great, and he was summoned by
that wise ruler to Delhi, that he might explain to him
the tenets of the Parsi religion. It is said that the
emperor was favourably impressed with the religion
of Zoroaster, and bestowed upon the “dastur” a free
grant of two hundred acres of land at Navsari, as a
mark of his royal favour. In the year 1595 Akbar
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ordered a further free grant of one hundred acres of
land at Navsari to the “dastur’s” son, Kaikobad
Mahyar, who.had succeeded his father on his death.
That Akbar was very anxious to know all he could
learn about the Parsi religion is further shown by the
fact that a Parsi “dastur” from Kerman, in Persia,
had visited Delhi in 1597 to unfold to him the
mysteries of the Zoroastrian religion. The emperor
learned from him and Merji Rana the peculiar terms,
ordinances, rites, and ceremonies of the Parsi religion,
and ordered his faithful minister, Abu Fazal, to build
a temple in which the sacred fire was to be kept con-
stantly burning day and night. The emperor is also
said to have assumed the “sudra” and “ kusti,” the
badges of the Zoroastrian religion.

From the commencement of the fifteenth century
the career of certain Parsis at Navsari was most dis-
tinguished. They were known as the “desais” of
Navsari ; they were farmers of large territories, and
enjoyed great influence under the successive Mussul-
man and Maratha Governments. Changa Asa, a
wealthy Parsi of Navsari, was the first “desai.” He
was appointed to that office in the year 1419, and his
influence with the authorities was so great as to be
practically unbounded. He was a man of eminent
piety, and spared neither time nor resources in pro-
moting such objects as he considered were calcu-
lated to better the social and religious condition of
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his countrymen. It was by his encouragement and
support, as we have already stated, that an Indian
Parsi was first sent to Persia to obtain information on
certain religious and social questions concerning his
race. It was under his auspices that the Sanjan
sacred fire was safely removed to Navsari from Bansda.
‘“ He represented to his fellow-citizens that it was
difficult to go to adore the Atash-Behram at Bansda,
for the feast connected with its worship came on the
ninth day of the month Adar, which was the time
of the rainy season. He afterwards made them fully
aware of the benefit they derived from having the
Atash-Behram in their town, and induced them to
bring it there. The people applauded his proposal,
and the Atash-Behram was brought with great pomp
from Bansda to Navsari.”!

Changa Asa had, through his wealth and influence,
also obtained from the Hindu rajas immunity from
the tribute which as foreigners they were required to
pay.- The fame of his piety, liberality, and good-
ness of heart had spread all over Gujarat, and even
into Persia. Anquetil du Perron, in his account of
his travels in India, says of Changa Asa that he
was a faithful observer of the Zoroastrian law. He
distributed his wealth among the poor, provided the
Parsis with “sudras” and “kustis,” and endeavoured

1 Bhikhaji Edalji Kanga’s translation of Anquetil du Perron’s
Travels.
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to bring back those whom ignorance and trouble had
led into many deviations from the exact practice of
the Zoroastrian law. To attain this latter object he
consulted the “dasturs” of Kerman on different
points of the Zoroastrian religion that had been
neglected in Gujarat. In course of time, when
doubts arose, the “dasturs” of India, following the
example of Changa Asa, wrote to their co-religionists
in Iran, and their answers form the work which is
known by the name of Ravayets, which signify his-
tories, traditions, or reports.’

At his death Changa Asa was succeeded as “desai”
by his son Manaksha. He was a worthy son of an ex-
emplary father, and, like him, he laboured for the good
of his countrymen.2 He was so deeply imbued with the
love of his religion that he had the Arda Viraf Nama 3
translated into a Persian poem by a learned Persian
named Kavas Friboraj, who had arrived at Navsari
from Persia. The Desaiship remained in Changa Asa’s

1 Bhikhaji Edalji Kanga’s translation of the Travels of Anquetil du
Perron.

2 Manaksha Changa Asa built in the year 1591 at Navsari a
“ dokhma ” of stone. Before this there was in that town a “ dokhma ”
built of bricks at the expense of a Parsi lady, Manakbai, wife of one
Beram Jithra, but the Zoroastrians of Persia having informed their co-
religionists in India that a “ dokhma ” should not be built of bricks but
of stone, in accordance with the injunctions of their religion, Manaksha
caused a new ‘““dokhma” to be built of red stone, which is still to be
seen in that town. Manakbai’s name is still venerated in Navsari. It
is mentioned in all religious ceremonies and Jasans by the priests of
that town.

8 This book is noticed at some length in a later chapter.
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family till the year 1595, when it passed to Kaiko-
bad, son of Merji Rana, the chief priest of Navsari.

In the year 1714 one Temulji Rastamji Sirvai pur-
chased a large share of the emoluments derived from
the office of “desai.” He was the most distinguished
of all the “desais,” and had a natural bent towards the
highest form of politics. He placed himself in com-
munication with Pilaji Rao Gaikwar, and induced him
to establish “thanas” or posts in the Surat Athavisi.
He was also entrusted with the management of the
collection of the revenue of the “thanas.” During
his Desaiship the Navsari priesthood became greatly
divided, and the quarrels among them were frequent,
but by judicious awards he gradually established
peace and concord among them. His name is still
held in the highest veneration at Navsari.

In the year 1800 Mancherji Kharshedji, the grand-
son of Desai Temulji Rastamji, appears to have made
himself very useful to the British authorities, who in
that year formed their first connection with Baroda.
When: Mr. Duncan (Governor of Bombay) visited
Surat in order to treat with Govind Rao Gaikwar for
an exchange of territory and the cession of the Surat
Chouth,! Mancherji was employed in the negotiation,
and he exercised much tact and displayed great
zeal in the performance of the task entrusted to him.

! Chouth, or the fourth part, means the Maratha share of the land
revenue.
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He also shared in the secret negotiation in 1802
between Raoji Apaji Anandrao Gaikwar and the
Bombay Government, which resulted in the extrica-
tion of the Gaikwar from the domination of the
Arabs, who formed a mercenary force that had
acquired such great influence and power in the state
that when its pay fell into arrears it seized the city
of Baroda and kept Anandrao Gaikwar confined in his
own palace as a prisoner. This service rendered against
his own army naturally caused the extension of the
influence and the increase of the control possessed by
the British in the affairs of the Baroda state. For
these services the ¢ desai” was granted in 1817 by the
Court of Directors a pension of two hundred rupees
a month for three lives. At the present day the
family of the ‘desai,” which consists of about a
hundred souls, are nothing more than landholders.
Socially they occupy a high position in the Zoro-
astrian community of Navsari.

It was at Surat, however, that the Parsis laid
the foundation of their real prosperity. Though the
Parsis, in leaving Persia, had fled from Mussulman
tyranny, it could not be said that in India, which
then became their home, they were regarded with the
same hatred by the Indian Mussulmans as they had
been by those in their own country. By their pleas-
ing manners and affable disposition, as well as by
their industrious habits and their character for
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sobriety, intelligence, and honesty, they soon acquired
considerable influence and a secure position in this
flourishing city of the Mogul.

The establishment of European trading companies
at Surat at once brought them to the front, and
from that date commenced the true era of Parsi
prosperity and importance. Either the Parsis had
the knack of ingratiating themselves in the favour of
Europeans or they were selected by them for their in-
telligence, business habits, and integrity, for certainly
the closest confidence and most cordial relations were
soon established. The Portuguese, French, Dutch, and
English factories all employed Parsis as their chief
brokers ; and without them it may be said that they
found it almost impossible to conduct their trading
and banking operations. One Rastam Manak, who
was born at Surat in the year 1635, gained a high
reputation as chief broker of the English factory at
Surat. He was a man of great ability and excellent
character, and had been most useful in advancing
English interests in that place. He often smoothed
over the difficulties which did not fail to arise be-
tween the English and the officers of the Mogul, with
whom also he possessed great influence. In the year
1660 many impediments were thrown in the way of
the English by the nawab or ruler of the city, and
Rastam Manak took the bold step of going for redress,
accompanied by the head of the English factory at
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Surat, direct to the court of Aurangzeb at Delhi,
when he addressed the emperor in somewhat the
following terms :—

“This Englishman has come to Hindustan for
trading purposes, but your Majesty’s nobles are
throwing many obstacles in his way. The English
gentleman, now with me, is a good and noble man,
and seeks your royal favour, and solicits that he may
be permitted to settle at Surat and be allowed to
establish a factory there for trading purposes, and
that he may be protected in his business by your im-
perial commands.” Rastam Manak was most successful
in this mission, for Aurangzeb not only forbade any
impediments to the establishment of the English
factory at Surat but made a free gift of land for
building a factory, with strict injunctions to his
officers at Surat not to molest the English in any way,
and to allow their goods to be imported free of duty.

Rastam Manak was useful not only to the English
at Surat, but he furthered the general interests of that
city. Whenever an occasion arose he sided with the
aggrieved, and assisted to his utmost in obtaining
redress wherever a wrong had been inflicted. As
some proof of this his action may be described when
a ship belonging to a Turkish merchant named
Usman Chalebi was most unwarrantably seized by
a Portuguese man-of-war. The Turk, being unable
to obtain redress for his wrongs, applied to Rastam
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Manak for assistance. Rastam at once went with his
accustomed boldness to Goa, and appealed for justice
to the Portuguese Governor-General Sefior Vizrael,
and the outcome of his effort was satisfactory to
both himself and his client. His relations with the
English factory remained friendly till 1690, when a
circumstance arose which led to his retirement from
the office of broker to that factory. This was through
a disagreement with Sir Nicholas Waite, formerly head
of the English factory at Surat and then Governor of
Bombay. The heads of the Surat factory, however,
were not in favour of his dismissal.!

1 ¢ While he (Sir Nicholas Waite) was President at Surat, Rastam,
whom, from his first arrival, he had employed as broker, continued,
from interested motives, attached to his views ; but after he assumed
the office of General at Bombay, this cautious native, discovering that
his object was to make that island the centre of trade, explained to
Mr. Bonnel and Mr. Proby, the English Company’s servants at Surat,
that Sir Nicholas Waite had promised to give him fifty thousand
rupees to use his influence with the Governor to keep Sir John
Gayer confined, which sum was to be paid to him individually, by
advances on the prices of the Company’s goods to that amount. When
Sir Nicholas Waite was informed of this conduct of Rastam, he dis-
missed him from the English Company’s employment, notwithstanding
the United Trade was then indebted to him 140,000 rupees, and the
separate Companies 550,000 rupees ; and if the Surat council had not
prevailed on the merchants to take their bills, the whole property of
the English would have been seized.

“This state of affairs, between Sir Nicholas Waite and Mr. Proby,
could not but produce animosities :—the former began with protesting
against the conduct of the latter and of Mr. Bonnel, and they retaliated
by declaring in their letters to the Court that it was impracticable to
procure regular investments under the contradictory orders which Sir
Nicholas Waite sent to them ; and, in fact, it was impossible to execute
them ; and therefore, unless Rastam should be restored, they neither
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Whether Rastam Manak was restored to his
appointment or not is now unknown, but it appears
from authentic papers in the possession of his de-
scendants that after his death in 1721 a dispute
arose between his sons and the officers of the English
factory as to the amount due by the latter to Rastam’s
estate. Great pressure was brought to bear upon
Rastam’s heirs to forego their claim, and Mr. Hope,
who was then head of the English factory at Surat,
and after him his successors, Messrs. Cowan and
Courtney, induced Momin Khan, the Nawab of Surat,
through the influence of Governor William Phipps of
Bombay, to imprison Framji Rastamji, the eldest son
of Rastam, and to put Rastam’s house under attach-
ment. Framji was also fined by the nawab
Rs.50,000, and made to pay Rs.200 daily for the
supply of food to the members and servants of his
family.  This unlooked-for oppression filled the
family with dismay, for it seemed a hard return for
the valuable services it had rendered to the English.
Framji’s younger brother Bamanji went thercfore to
Bombay to seck redress from the governor, but,
instead of getting the justice which he expected, he
found himself placed under surveillance and unable
to go anywhere beyond the limits of the island.
Seeing no chance of obtaining redress from the

could be responsible for the Company’s property nor their own
liberty.”—Bruce, Annals of the East India Company, vol. iii, p. 6935.
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authorities there, Naorozji Rastamji, the youngest of
the brothers, sailed for Europe in the man-of-war
Salisbury, in the hope of obtaining it in London.
Naorozji reached England in April 1723, and was
received most kindly by the Court of Directors.
English sense of justice at last prevailed, and all
claims in dispute between Rastam’s family and the
English factory were referred by mutual consent to
the arbitration of Messrs. Matthew Decker, Josias
‘Wordsworth, Edward Harrison, and John Heathcote,
who awarded to the heirs of Rastam Rs.546,790, to be
paid in three instalments. The first instalment of
Rs.170,000 was paid on the 1st of February 1724,
and the second and third, each of Rs.188,395, on the
1st of February 1725 and 1st of February 1726
respectively.!  After this settlement of the dispute
Naorozji Rastamji was presented by the Court of
Directors with a dress of honour before he returned to
Bombay. He was thus not only the first Parsi but the
first native of India who went to England, and he
came back to his native land deeply impressed with
a sense of English justice. A despatch? was sent by

1 The original award, which is written on parchment, is in the

possession of Mr. Kaikhosru Rastamji Dadabhai Sethna, one of the
descendants of Rastam Manak.

2 LoNDoN the 19th August 1724,
OuR PRESIDENT AND CoUNciL oF BomMBAY—We the Court of
Directors of the United Company of Merchants of England Trading to
the East Indies send this to acquaint you that by the King George



14 HISTORY OF THE PARSIS. [cHAP. 1.

the Court of Directors, under date 19th August 1724,
to the President in Council at Bombay, apprising the
Government of the settlement of the dispute, and
expressing their opinion on the case.

lately arrived and the Stanhope which came in sometime before, We
have received your several packets and advices giving us an account
of our affairs under your Management with the reasons of your pro-
ceedings. We observe in your letters by King George that the
Governor of Surat and the Merchants think it very reasonable that
the late Brokers should give us satisfaction as to all just demands
upon them, which as you have wrote us is what you desire and would
be content with the proof of even from their own Books and accounts
and to submit any matters of difference that may arise to the Deter-
mination of the Merchants of Surat to be mutually chosen by the
said Brokers and you for them to conclude and settle the same.

We find in the letter by the King George that Framjee is in custody
at the Surat Durbar and Bomanjee remains confined to his house at
Bombay. Former letters gave us your reasons why you did not then
think it proper to let him go off the Island.

The Salisbury Man-of-War, which arrived at Spithead the latter
end of April last brought Nowrojee from Surat, he is since come up
hither and hath laid before us several papers and accounts which are
ordered to be perused and taken into consideration.

Among other Papers he gave us one intituled the case of Framjee
in close prison at Surat, wherein he represents that this was occasioned
by the English Chiefs’, Mr. Hope’s and afterwards Messrs. Cowan’s and
Courtney’s, applications to Momeen Caun, the Surat Governor, and by
a letter delivered to him wrote by Governor Phipps on which Framjee
was at first confined. Then Guards set on his father Rustomjee’s
house after this Framjee was forced to pay Momeen Caun at times
fifty Thousand Rupees and also two hundred Rupees a day for leave
to supply the people in the house with Provisions and water and
besides all these hardships he has undergone corporall punishment.

‘We are apt to think this case is greatly aguravated or at least that
the Governor proceeded the rigorous treatment, to oblige Framjee to
come to a fair account according to the custom of the country, which
was at first civilly desired to be done without any compulsion, and
ought to have been Complyed with,
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Naorozji, by the creditable way in which he con-
ducted the difficult negotiations in England, gained
the esteem of all those who came in contact with
him.! Of his father Rastam Manak it should be re-

But however the case be, we have at Nowrojee’s request consented
and agreed and do hereby direct and order that you do give leave to
Bomanjee, if he do yet remain at Bombay, to go to Surat whenever he
please without delay and that you do your endeavour by proper
application to the Governor of Surat to get Framjee released from
confinement, and the Guards taken off from his late Father's house,
our desires being to end all differences amicably, for we would not
have him opprest.

We have at Nowrojee’s desire given him six letters all of the same
tenor with this that as he intends to send them Overland, if any
should miscarry the rest may come safe and Earlyer than by the
shipping directly from hence for they will not sail till the proper
season, by which you may expect an answer to your letters now
before us.—We are, your loving friends,

Epwp. HarrisoN, Chairman.
ABRA. ApDAMS, Deputy. Josias WORDSWORTH sen.

JoBN DRUMMOND. JouN GouLp jun.
WiLLM. AISLABIE. JorN ECCLESTON.

‘Wx. BILLERS. Epwp. OWEN.

‘W QOSSELIN. JoHN BANCE.

Ricap. BouLTtoN. BaLTZAR LYELL.

Robr. Hupson. Josias WORDSWORTH jun,
Fraxcis CHILD. MATTHEW DECKER.

1 A gentleman, who had then lately retired from the factory at
Surat, wrote to Naorozji's brothers thus :—

“1 have advised Mr. Nowrojce and so have several gentlemen here
that you three Brothers should live amicable and peacefully in all your
affairs, because in a very short time its to be hoped that the Hon'ble
Company will employ you all jointly as their Broker, as is promised
by my own, and Nowrojee’s good friends here, but any dispute happens
among you then you will ruin your business, since Nowrojee’s coming
to England he hath been very ill, but he hath taken great pains in
this business, and every body here hath great value and esteem for
him, because he hath managed this affair to the satisfaction of the
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corded that he was a man of great probity and high
character. He was as liberal in his expenditure and
his assistance of the deserving as his wealth allowed
him to be. Through his influence with the officers of
the Mogul, he had saved his own countrymen from
many an oppression. He built bridges and roads for
the convenience of wayfarers, wells and tanks for the
thirsty, and “dharmshalas” (free rest house) for weary
travellers. In fact, he was unanimously regarded as
the greatest benefactor of his city. On his death the
whole community mourned for him and deplored his
loss. The suburb of Surat now known as Rastam-
pura, in which he lived, was named after him. It
is perhaps not less noteworthy that he owned nearly
the whole of the property within its limits. His son
Naorozji, after his return from Europe, settled in Bom-
bay, and the numerous Parsi families known as Seth
Khandans are his descendants. The hill now called
Naorozji Hill,' situated to the west of the Prince’s
Dock in Bombay, was purchased by and called after
him. He was one of the first members of the Parsi
Panchayet, with the foundation of which the be-
ginning of his career was almost contemporaneous.

Naorozji had a son named Manakji, who was born
Hon’ble Company, and for the Good and Interest of his brothers and
family ; therefore you ought to make him a handsome present for his
long and fatiguing voyage and good services.”

1 From this hill is quarried the best blue basalt obtainable in
Bombay.
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at Surat in 1688, and whose name is memorable in the
annals of Bombay. He came to that city in 1730, en-
gaged in extensive mercantile operations, and opened
a branch firm in Mysore. The small fire-temple in
Bazar Gate Street, still known as Manakji Seth’s
“adaran,” was built at his expense in 1733, and the
“wadi” called Manakji Seth’s ¢ wadi,” was also the
creation of his generosity and charitable disposition.
In 1747 he built a tower of silence at Surat. In Bom-
bay the Parsis are also indebted to him for a tower of
silence. He and his sons largely contributed towards
the building of that place of burial. He was the first
Parsi who entailed his estate in favour of his eldest
son, and of the eldest heirs-male of his body lawfully
begotten." On his death he settled a portion of his
property in trust as a permanent endowment for the
charitable institutions he had founded, and which he
had supported during his lifetime. He was the head
of the priestly caste in Bombay, and commanded
great influence. 'Whenever schisms occurred among
the priests his opinion was tantamount to law. At
the present day, however, though his heirs are duly
recognised, the headship of the family is little more
than nominal. As we have given this short bio-
graphical account of Rastam Manak, the broker to

! The present inheritor of the entailed estate is Mr. Jalbhaj
Ardeshir Seth, a young man of intelligence and considerable promise,
Last year he travelled in Europe and America,
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the English factory at Surat, and his descendants,
it is only right to also notice prominently the name
of Mancherji Seth, who was broker to the Dutch
factory at the same place.

Mancherji Seth was born at Surat in the year
1715. He was of humble origin, having been in the
service of Manakji Naorozji Seth of Bombay. In
his latter days he was largely engaged in commerce,
and conducted an extensive business as broker to the
Dutch factory at Surat. He possessed great influence
with the nawab of the city, which he invariably
employed for its good and for that of its inhabitants.
His fame reached Delhi, which city he visited twice.
He was more than once admitted to audience by the
emperor. He built a large “ dharmshala” at Surat for
the benefit of his co-religionists, and handed it over to
the trustees of his community. He contributed most
towards the building of an exceptionally large tower
of silence with four hundred and seventy-six “ pavis”
or receptacles, and built one at his own entire expense
for the use of the Parsis of Nargol. He founded
many charitable institutions, and built a number of
wells in and around Surat, and was altogether a very
liberal and charitable man. In fact, he bestowed
blessings on all connected with the city by his
liberality. His name is therefore still held in the
highest respect in Surat. Mancherji Seth was the
head of the Shehenshais in the “Kabisa” controversy
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with the Kadmis. His contemporary Dhanjisha
Manjisha, the head of the Kadmis, was an exten-
sive ‘‘jaghirdar.” He also traded largely with Bom-
bay and China, and owned a great number of ships,
besides many country craft called *batelas,” which
were used for the coasting trade.

In 1667 there died at Surat Nanabhai Punjiabhai,
who was the head of the Parsi community of that
city. The Modis of Surat are his descendants.
Nanabhai was in the highest sense of the term a
charitable man, while his building a *“dokhma” at
Surat testified to his religious feelings.

Since Nanabhai’s time his descendants have been
the heads of the Parsi community at Surat. All
representations from the Parsi community, formerly
to the nawab and latterly to the English authorities,
were made through their medium. When Bhimji
Kuvarji was the Modi of Surat, he represented to the
Nawab Hyder Ali Khan the grievances of the Parsis
in being impressed by the Mahomedan officers of the
nawab for various kinds of labour, among which the
most disagreeable was the digging of graves for dead
Mussulmans ; and the nawab was pleased to issue
a firman exempting the Parsis from such impress-
ment. In former times as well as at the present
day the Parsis levied small dues upon marriages
among their co-religionists for the benefit of the funds
for the amelioration of the poor belonging to the
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Parsi community, but the “kazis” (magistrates) of
Surat had forced the Parsis to pay the contribution to
them. This firman prevented the “kazis” from appro-
priating these dues, and directed the Parsis to apply
the funds to the purposecs of their caste alone. We
give here a literal English translation of the firman.

“To the Asylum of Affection, possessor of Nobility, Mop1 BHIMJI
KuvaAryi, the Davar of the caste of Parsis, may you be
protected.

“Your Vakil presented a petition to the (Royal) presence
which is full of lustre, representing that the Mutasudis (clerks,
meaning the Nawab’s), Talukdars (District Officers), and other
Mussulmans, regard Parsis lightly, and by reason of religious
hostility and in an arbitrary manner impress them for the pur-
pose of digging the ditches of the fort and the walls of the city
of Surat, as well as the grave-pits for the interment of their dead,
which is not allowed in the religion of the Parsis, and far from
purity ; and further, that from days of yore you have been
in the habit of collecting fees from the Parsis on occasions of
marriages and re-marriages according to the usage of your caste,
and appropriated the same to the wants of your community ; but
that the Kazis of the seaport city of Surat and of other places
also, taking advantage of their influence, collect from the Parsis
large sums of money on occasions of marriages and re-marriages,
in the same manner as they take from Kunbis, Kachias, and other
low classes of the Hindu community, and also interfere in matters
affecting the (Parsis’) religion, society, and caste, matters which
are connected with the office of Davar. Having made such a
representation, he (your Vakil) applied for a sublime firman or
mandate for the discontinuance of the above-mentioned works
(imposition) and excesses. In these days we have been honoured
with a sublime mandate under the seal of Kutbul Mulk Yaminul-
daola Zafarjang Yariwafadar, the Prime Minister (of the Emperor),
and orders have been issued to all Mussulmans to the effect that
they should refrain from the practice of excesses and from
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improper behaviour ; that they should on no account impress
Parsis for work hereafter; that they should not practise those
things which are likely to injuriously affect their religion; that
none of the Kazis of the town of Surat, and all other places
within the ‘talukas’ or districts included in the Subah or province
of Ahmedabad, should levy fees upon Parsis on occasions of
marriages and re-marriages, and that they should not interfere in
matters affecting their religion, society, and usage of the caste,—
matters with which the Parsi community and their Davar are
connected (that is have to deal). You are therefore informed
that you may rest assured that such arrangements as were
necessary have been made ; that no person will in any manner
annoy the Parsis, and that should any person disregard this
sublime Order, he will meet with due punishment. These few
words have 'been written down in the shape of a Parvana, or
Order, in order that it may be used whenever there may be an
occasion.”

Daled the 29th Zilkij Anko Hijri 1127 (A.D. 1710-11).

The present Modi of Surat, Rastamji Kharshedji,
now in the enjoyment of green old age, succeeded
to the Modiship when very young, with the express
consent and sanction of the Government of Bombay.
He has shown himself a very loyal subject of the
British Crown, and, whenever circumstances required
it, his influence in his community at Surat has
always been beneficially asserted at the request of the
authorities. ~He has lately been honoured by the
Government of India with the title of Khan Bahadur.

In the year 1697 there was born at Surat Sorabji
Kavasji, ancestor of the well-known Khan Bahadur
Ardeshir Dhanjisha of that city, an account of whose
life will be given on subsequent pages. Sorabji
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possessed considerable knowledge of mechanics, and
was a man of real talent. A lucky circumstance
laid the foundation of his future success. It so hap-
pened that a clock, which had been presented to the
Emperor of Delhi by the Sultan of Turkey, got out of
order. Many persons tried to repair it, but failed
to put it right. The emperor thereupon sent orders
to the authorities throughout the length and breadth
of his dominions to find out and send to Delhi all
persons competent to repair the clock. Sorabji’s fame
as a mechanic was not unknown to the Nawab of
Surat; and, in obedience to the imperial commands,
he sent him to Delhi in the year 1744. He was
entrusted by the emperor with the work, which he
performed most satisfactorily to the astonishment of
the emperor and his nobles. This achievement gained
for him the title of Nek Sant Khan, or lord of the
auspicious moment. By the emperor’s desire Sorabji
remained at court for some time, and while there
taught many persons, without remuneration, the art of
repairing watches. The emperor was much pleased,
and bestowed many favours upon him. Among
other honours he conferred upon him the title of
Sardar of a force consisting of two thousand infantry
and five hundred cavalry. At the same time his
two sons reccived the titles of Beheremandkhan and
Talyarkhan. Ie also gave him the right of collecting
the custom dues of Surat, besides several “ jaghirs”
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in the Parchol, Chaurasi, and Daboli “ parganas”
‘(administrative subdivisions) of the Surat Zilla.
Being thus established in high estimation at Delhi, he
naturally became still more respected by all classes
of his own community, and there is no doubt that
by means of his exceptional influence some valu-
able privileges were obtained for the English at
Surat. On his return from Delhi in 1760 to his
native place Sorabji was appointed Comptroller of
the Surat Revenue, and entrusted with the important
charge of the presentation of Khilats (dresses of
honour) to the Honourable Charles Crommelin and
Mr. John Spencer, the heads of the English factory at
Surat. On the 2d of May Sorabji Nek Sant Khan was
presented, in full darbar, with a dress of honour by the
representative at Surat of the Honourable East India
Company. He died in 1772 at the ripe age of seventy-
- five. He was a man of charitable disposition, and gave
free sites of land for religious institutions. After his
death his two sons, Bejanji Sorabji Beheremandkhan
and Pestanji Sorabji Talyarkhan, in addition to the
administration of their father’s ¢ jaghirs,” as well as
the farming of the custom duties, engaged themselves
extensively in trade in cotton, piece-goods, and silk.
Sorabji Nek Sant Khan had a grandson, Dhanjisha,
who was not less distinguished for good sense and
public spirit than his ancestors had been. After
the death of his father, in the year 1791, Dhanjisha
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was appointed ‘“ mamlatdar” (chief divisional officer)
of Olpad, Karod, and Walwad; and in 1800, when
the Honourable East India Company took Surat
from the nawab, he was appointed native agent of
the small neighbouring states of Sachin, Bansda,
Mandvi, and Dharampor. One of the most striking
acts of his lifc was the courage with which he
joined a detachment of English troops ordered to
bring to bay a false prophet who had proclaimed
that he was the Mahdi foretold by Mahomed. His
courage was conspicuous, and rendered his early
death at the age of forty during the operations the
more sad. This pretended Mahdi appeared in the
year 1810 in the small town of Bodhan, belonging
to the Raja of Mandvi, and about fifteen miles from
Surat. He wrote to the chief of Surat, desiring him
to accept the religion of Mahomed or to fight the
matter out.! The chief of Surat, Mr. Crow, who was
a man of courage and resolution, at once saw that if

1 «“To all counsellors and the Hakim of Surat: Be it known that
the Imanmul Deen, of the end of the world, or Emaum Mehdee, has
now published himself, and the name of this durveish is Ahmud;
and that in the Hindevie they call him Raja Nukluk. Be it further
known to you that if the Esslaum (the Mahomedan faith) is accepted,
it is better, otherwise empty the town, or, on the contrary, you may
prepare for battle. This fakir is now come down from the fourth
sky with four bodies, combining Adam (on whom be peace), Essah
the son of Marium, Jesus the son of Mary, and Ahmud (on whom be
peace), and they have all four come upon one place ; they have no
guns nor muskets with them, but a stick and a handkerchief are with
me : be yourself prepared. Dated 11th Zilhij, corresponding with the
17th January 1810.”—Briggs's Cities of Gujarashtra.
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energetic steps were not taken to seize the false pro-
phet, the spark of fanaticism would spread and serious
consequences might ensuc. He therefore resolved to
invest the mosque where Abdul Rehman had taken
up his quarters with about seventy-five Arabs, and
this he proceeded to do with a troop of dragoons.
Dhanjisha Beheremandkhan accompanied the force
in his capacity of native agent. The dragoons arrived
about daylight at Bodhan. Dhanjisha was among
the first to cross the river, and he endeavoured to
prevail on the fakir to surrender himself without a
vain resistance. The Mahomedan was obdurate, and
Dhanjisha was killed in this attempt, together with
the raja’s “vakil” and some others near him. Thus
did the brave Dhanjisha lose his life at the early
age of forty, and the Government of Bombay gener-
ously bestowed upon his widow a pension of Rs.3,000
per annum in recognition of the valuable services
of this gallant officer.!

1 The following extract of a letter addressed by Mr. Crow, the
agent at Surat, to the Governor in Council at Bombay shows the
manner in which this Mahdi was disposed of :—

““Two borahs of Bodhan were sent to me by the kazi with a letter
they had brought to him from the fanatic, and one to me, desiring me
to accept the religion of Mahomed, retire, or fight.

“The best part of this and the following day was taken up in
collecting information, which all bespoke the determined resolution of
the fanatic and the hearty concurrence of his brother Mahomedans to
try a revolution here, when I resolved to take the sudden step of seiz-
ing him. Two troops of cavalry were ordered to proceed by night to
Bodhan, in order to invest the place and get hold of him if they could,
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Dhanjisha Beheremandkhan left two sons, Phi-
rozsha and Ardeshir. They also greatly distinguished
themselves in the service of the British Government,
and no history of Surat would be complete without a
short account of their distinguished careers.

Phirozsha attained to a high position in the British
judicial service by the zcalous and eflicient discharge
of his public duties. Commencing life as a clerk in
the local chief court of justice under Mr. Crow, he was
appointed in succession to the posts of ““mamlatdar,”
of native political agent for the Bombay Government
in Bansda, Dharampor, and other districts, of prin-
cipal Sadar Amin of Surat, and finally to that of

or bar his departure till the arrival of four companies of infantry.
Captain Cunningham, who commanded the infantry, Dhanjisha
Beheremandkhan, a vakil of the Raja of Mandvi, and four scouts
attended them.

“The dragoons arrived about daylight at Bodhan. Dhanjisha was
among the first over the river and endeavoured to prevail on the fakir
to surrender himself, but was killed in the attempt, with the raja’s
vakil and some others near him.

“ A furious engagement ensued betwixt the people and troops, in
which the former had recourse to every species of sorcery and madness,
and left nearly two hundred dead on the ficld. The cavalry lost a
corporal and two privates, and several horses, and saw the town in
flames when they came away. Shortly after their departure the
infantry, under Captain Cunningham, renewed the attack to the destruc-
tion of many more, and amongst them the fanatic himself, Abdul
Rehman, who had been wounded by the dragoons, and taken refuge
with several more in a blacksmith’s hut. The raja had been two or
three days confined by him, but had made his escape the morning of the
attack, it was not known whither. The 56th regiment was ordered
on to Mandvi; and the religious commotion was by the death of
Abdul Rehman totally allayed.”
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native judge in that Zilla,—all which appointments
he filled with honour to himself and unqualified satis-
faction to the Government of Bombay. These services
were well requited by the authorities of the Presidency,
who, in the person of the Governor, the Honourable
Mountstuart Elphinstone, accorded him the honour
of a public darbar, at which, in addition to the gift
of a costly dress, he was presented with a sub-
stantial “jaghir,” consisting of half a dozen villages,
producing a gross annual income of Rs.12,000. He
continued to discharge his duties as a judicial fune-
tionary until his death in June 1843, when public
respect unanimously conceded to him the tribute of a
funeral demonstration such as has not fallen to the
lot of any native in this country. The annals of the
Parsi race record nothing more touching or impressive
than the universal regret with which the sad event
was received by every section of the local community,
or than the eagerness with which all classes vied with
each other in rendering due homage to the memory of
one who had been so beloved. From the prince to the
peasant, from the highest Government official to the
smallest shopkeeper,—all ranksunited in accompanying
the remains of the departed to their last resting-place,
while the pomp and solemnity of the display were
enhanced by the general adoption of mourning tokens
and the vast proportions of the melancholy cortege.
Immediately behind the bier, says a local chronicler of
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the scene, came a numerous assemblage of Zoroastrians,
consisting of the whole of the laity, the ‘ dasturs,”
“davars,” and spiritual heads, of the community,
numbering in all upwards of fiftecn thousand persons.
Then followed an array of court officials, including judi-
cial functionaries of every grade—* kazis,”  muftars,”
“nazirs,” ‘““amins,” ‘““vakils,” agents, and writers.
These were succeeded by an imposing body of horse-
men, headed by the Rana of Dharampor and his staff of
personal attendants. Next followed a detachment of
the nawab’s horse, under the command of the “diwan,”
Mirza Mahomed Ali Beg Khan; then an immense
throng of Hindu residents, comprising bankers, money-
lenders, tradesmen, and shopkeepers; nor was there
absent a representative muster of Mussulmans, of the
upper and lower ranks of Armenians, of Moguls, Jews,
and other races, making up in all some three thousand
persons. Lastly came a miscellaneous crowd of “kolis,”
or people of the fishermen caste, and “kunbis,” or culti-
vators, with the latter of whom the deccased had been
a great favourite. All this motley crowd, diversified
by race and speech, costume and complexion, accom-
panied the bier from the private residence of the
deceased at Salavat Por to the limits of the tower of
silence, where the non-Zoroastrians, debarred by Parsi
custom from nearer approach, awaited the completion
of the ceremonies, at the close of which they fell into
the procession again, and marched back in the same
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orderly fashion to the place of starting. This last
homage which was paid to this distinguished public
servant shows how highly he must have been esteemed
during life, and how greatly he was honoured at his
death, both by the people and by the Government.
His name, even at this day, is remembered with
affectionate regard by the people of Surat.

Phirozsha’s younger brother, Ardeshir Dhanjisha,
was not less distinguished. He was a man of rare
energy and ability, and won his laurels as “kotval ”
(native superintendent of police) of Surat. His long
and chequered career as a meritorious servant of the
British Government is well worthy of record. By his
deeds, courage, and endurance he fully merited the
title of ““ Bahadur” or brave.

Ardeshir began life as a clerk in the chief court
of justice at Surat, and rose by successive steps to be
principal Sadar Amin of that city. Throughout his
career he was distinguished by a strong sense of
public duty and an untiring zeal for the welfare of
his fellow-countrymen in Surat. In 1822, when that
ill-fated city was visited by a terrible inundation, his
exertions, involving imminent risk to life and limb,
and extending without remission over six days and
nights, were beyond all praise, and resulted in the
preservation of thousands of lives. These vigorous
and unselfish efforts were appreciated at their true
value by the Government, who, in the person of Mr.
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Romer, judge of Surat, bestowed on him in public
darbar a costly dress of honour and a richly capari-
soned charger, besides a handsome acknowledgment
in writing of his daring and meritorious activity
during a period of general calamity. But water was
not the only foe from whose ravages Ardeshir exerted
himself, and not unsuccessfully, to rescue his unfor-
tunate fellow-citizens. Fire and water have for many
decades past been alternately desolating the ancient
city of Surat, and the extensive conflagration of 1837
would have proved much more disastrous in its con-
sequences than it was had it not been for the inde-
fatigable energy and timely cfforts of this distinguished
public servant.

Besides combating these dangers and mitigating
their evils the subject of our sketch had to organise
means, in conjunction with his British superior, for
the destruction of a vast and skilfully conducted
confederacy of pirates and plunderers who infested
the city and river of Surat. We quote here some
remarks which occur in this connection in Briggs’s
Cuties of Gujarashtro :—

“To form any idea of the state of Surat at this time, and to
appreciate the exertions of Ardeshir, it must be borne in mind
that both the city and the river were plagued with robbers and
pirates equally daring and adroit. The indolent avariciousness
of the citizen was exposed to the rapacity of his needy neighbour,
at whose means the villainous Koli of Gujarat could be intro-
duced into his dwelling; and the nature of such felonies was
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frequently rendered more atrocious by the commission of murder ;
but the stealthiness and security with which such feats were
performed wholly defeated the aim and the ends of justice.

“ Nor was the system of piracy any half-handed measure : the
Gifts of the Ocean (the happy sobriquet) were shared from Cam-
bay north as far southward as Daman—by a leagued fraternity,
whose emissaries were too frequently the servants or friends of
the enterprising merchant. It was nothing unusual to learn of
singular storms and stranger shipwrecks; yet Swali Nest or
Thari Hole had received many hundred bales of cotton or richer
spoil both unsoiled by the sea and unknown to any voyage but
that of the river, The gains were equally distributed, which
permitted the existence of the band such a series of years. But
even this nefarious, audacious, and extensive plot perished under
proper vigilance and due discrimination.

“ Mr. Anderson, lately Governor of Bombay, a man of severe
thought and determined principles of action—when session judge
of Surat, had bestowed some attention on this subject, but was
at fault as to the means of extirpating these evils, and he bent
his eye upon a young and adventurous instrument for accom-
plishing the required purpose. His penetration of character
found in Ardeshir the willing engine. From this period are to
be dated the extraordinary exertions of Ardeshir for Surat. In-
stantly diverting his notice to the amount and nature of the
existing sore, he probed their extent, and then resorted to
remedial steps.”

Ardeshir was the fortunate recipient of many
marks of distinction. Frequent public darbars were
held under Government instructions to do him
honour, one under the immediate direction of no
less a personage than Sir John Malcolm, then Gov-
ernor of Bombay, who invested with his own hands
the brave Ardeshir with a costly * khilat,” and con-
ferred upon him the title of ““ Bahadur” of which he
was so justly proud, in addition to the gift of a
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horse richly caparisoned with gold and a “jaghir” of
four villages in Gujarat, yielding a collective revenue
of Rs.3,000 a year.

A gold medal was subsequently presented to him
at a public darbar by Mr. Sutherland, the judicial
commissioner. It bore the following inscription :—

“This medal is presented to Ardeshir Dhanjisha Bahadur,
Kotval of Surat, in token of the high sense entertained by the
Bombay Government of the diligence and fidelity with which he

has performed his public duties, both as an officer of police and
in other capacities.”

Nor were the public at large, whom Ardeshir
served in a truly self-sacrificing spirit, unmindful of
the many obligations under which he had placed
them. His magnanimous efforts were directed not
only to the rescue of their lives and property from
fire and flood, and from the violence and depredations
of Bhils, Pindaris, and other robber tribes, but also
to the elevation of their intellectual and social con-
dition by the creation and endowment of institutions
of public utility. On numerous occasions was this
heroic benefactor of Surat presented with public
addresses in grateful acknowledgment of his great
worth as a public servant and as a personal friend
of the thousands of citizens whom he had from
time to time benefited. At such times the public
enthusiasm always ran very high, and the demonstra-
tions of heartfelt appreciation and goodwill made
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by the populace must have filled Ardeshir himself
with some surprise mixed with gratification. The
darbar held by Mr. Anderson, judge of Surat, on
12th February 1849, under Government auspices,
was the last public tribute of respect paid to this
popular favourite, at the same time that it marked
the close of his honourable and prosperous career
as a Government official. The reception accorded
to him on this occasion was as warm and spon-
taneous as former assemblages of the same kind had
been. The speech of Mr. Andrew, the president,
delivered to a mixed assembly of natives and Euro-
peans, dwelt in glowing terms on the incidents of
Ardeshir’s praiseworthy career, and before its close
the representative of the British Government con-
veyed to the principal Sadar Amin the warm acknow-
ledgments of Government and their high estimation
of his character and worth as a public servant.
Ardeshir replied, expressing his thanks in appro-
priate terms. At the termination of the proceedings
the entire assembly formed themselves into a pro-
cession, and escorted the hero of the day to his
residence.

The only incident that, for a time, threatened to
obscure the lustre of Ardeshir's fame took place
in 1844, when he was charged by Mr. R. D. Luard,
a judge, with complicity “in a conspiracy alleged
to have been entered into by him with others for the

VOL. II D
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purpose of ruining one of the most respectable firms
at Surat, and with other acts unbecoming an officer
of his high repute and standing.” With these painful
charges hanging over him, the principal Sadar Amin
was suspended from his office, and a searching in-
vestigation was instituted, which happily terminated
in a complete and honourable acquittal. This satis-
factory issue of the inquiry, ably and impartially
conducted by Mr. Remington, assistant resident at
Baroda, was readily acknowledged by the Government
at a darbar held under the direction of Mr. Andrew,
the official representative, for the purpose of publicly
exonerating the accused, and reinstalling him in his
office of principal Sadar Amin with due pomp and
ceremony. The words employed on this occasion by
the presiding officer, and quoted below, convey in
fitting terms the opinion of Government as to the
result of the inquiry, and their unfeigned gratification

at its issue :(—

“As the best consolation I can offer you for all that you
have suffered, I would suggest to you my conviction, that you will
hereafter not regret the painful prosecution and anxiety to which
you have been subjected, for the glorious result in which they have
issued under such peculiarly disadvantageous circumstances must
have the effect of disabusing the most sceptical of any doubts
and suspicions they may have hitherto entertained of your con-
duct and character, and in that another opportunity has been
afforded to Government to honour you in the eyes of the com-
munity.

“Tt now only remains for me thus publicly to present to you
the orders for your resuming charge of your offices of ‘kotval’ and
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principal ‘sadar amin, which I do with the full assurance that
you continue, by your zeal and fidelity, to maintain the high
rank you have obtained for yourself in every department of the
public service in which you have been employed.”

The honours accorded to Ardeshir at this darbar,
and the numerous congratulations he received in token
of the public gratification at his acquittal and re-
instatement, were minutely recorded in the news-
papers of the time, and an extract from one of them
will form an appropriate close to our sketch of this
Parsi celebrity of modern times : —

“The late principal ‘sadar amin’ was escorted from his own
residence to the ‘adawlut’ or chief court-house by the collectors’
and judges’ body-guard and by a throng of ‘chobdars’ and leading
citizens of all classes, he himself being gorgeously attired in the
robes of honour conferred on him by Sir John Malcolm, and
riding in palanquin with girded sword, also the gift of the same
governor, and his breast adorned with the gold medal commemo-
rating his valour. A guard of honour consisting of a detach-
ment of the 19th N.I, with band and colours, awaited his
arrival at the court-house, on reaching which he was ushered
into the presence of a brilliant assembly, which was adorned by
the presence of the leading inhabitants, native and European, of
the Baxi and the Nawab of Surat, of the Raja of Dharampor,
and other visitors of rank and distinction. After the Govern-
ment resolution, exonerating him from all suspicion of miscon-
duct and restoring him to his rank and honours, had been read
out and translated, a congratulatory address from the whole of
the residents, bearing many thousand signatures, was presented
to Ardeshir, amidst vociferous shouts of triumph and rejoicing.
When the darbar broke up, the assembly accompanied him in
procession to his residence, its ranks being swelled by the
enthusiastic crowd which awaited without. A body of mounted
police went in front, succeeded by a miscellaneous throng of
musicians, who played with the zeal and energy characteristic of
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those who were bent upon doing the renowned ‘kotval’ all the
homage required by the occasion. Behind these went the
collectors’ and customs’ body-guard, closely followed by the
garrison band, the palanquins of the principal ‘sadar amin’ and
his son, of the nawab's son-in-law, and that of the Baxi, and far in
the rear came the cavalcade, headed by the Raja of Dharampor.
The procession, on reaching the limits of the fort, was greeted
with the thunders of cannon, roaring out their welcome from on
board the mercantile flect on the neighbouring river. As it
passed down to the riverside, flower-sellers, who with baskets
full of flowers lined the road, cast their floral offerings in the
direction of Ardeshir's palanquin and along the thoroughfare,
in lavish abundance, perfuming the air all round. Thousands
flocked to participate in this magnificent ovation, and the air
resounded with the cries of ¢Victory to the kotval;’ ‘the
Almighty bestow on him long life and prosperity,’ etc.”

After his retirement in 1846 Ardeshir ceased to
take part in public affairs, and led more or less a
secluded life until his death in 1856.

The name of Dadabhai Nasarvanji Modi, who was
born at Surat in the year 1760, will ever be remem-
bered by the Parsi community at that place. He was
a merchant, and had amassed considerable wealth. He
was still more, a benevolent and charitable gentleman.
It was Dadabhai’s carnest desire to build before his
death an Atash-Behram in his city, but he unfortu-
nately died ere this long-cherished wish could be
accomplished. His widow was, however, as charitable
and generous as her departed husband, whose wishes
she carried out by building on 19th November 1823
the sacred edifice and commemorating his name by
associating it with the Atash-Behram. Dadabhai left
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no heir, and his family became extinct; but the
Atash-Behram is a lasting monument to his memory
as well as of his wife’s tender love and regard. The
man who builds an Atash-Behram or chief fire-temple
18 sure to live long in the memory of the Parsis, for
it is the principal of their sacred places. The more
religiously inclined pay daily visits to them to offer
up their prayers to God.

Besides those whom we have mentioned in this
chapter there were many old Parsi families whose
names are still held in high esteem at Surat, but
it is impossible to notice them all at any length.
One Ratanji Manakji Enti, who was born in the year
1733, deserves however to be mentioned for his com-
mercial enterprise in distant parts of the globe. He
was the first Parsi who went to Arabia in pursuit
of commerce, and visited Mecca and Jedda. He
travelled through different parts of Arabia, and on his
return to Surat opened an extensive trade with that
country. Ratanji was also a man of an exceedingly
charitable disposition. He built a “dokhma” at Somari,
near Surat, and a large *“ dharmshala” for the use of
the Parsis in that city. He also greatly distinguished
himself during the dreadful famine which scourged
Gujarat in 1790 by his indefatigable exertions in
superintending the feeding of the poor, and in making
arrangements for the cheap supply of food to the
famished population. At that time a new coin



38 HISTORY OF THE PARSIS. [cHAP. 1.

was introduced in Gujarat, and he resolved not to sell
grain for any other but the new coin; whereupon he
was surnamed ‘ Enti,” or the obstinate, and the new
rupees began to be known in Surat as Entishai rupees.

In an account of the distinguished Parsi families
of Surat the Bhavnagris may be mentioned. Jamasji
Framji Bhavnagri (1744) was a wealthy “jaghirdar,”
and he caused to be built at his own expense a
large tank of solid stone for the use of the public at
Bhavnagar.

Another very wealthy, influential, and public-
spirited citizen of Surat, who deserves mention in
these pages, was Nasarvanji Kohiyar, who died in
1797 at the age of eighty. He was the agent of the
Dutch factory at Surat, and carried on an extensive
business in maritime insurance as the representative
in his city of an eminent firm of Bombay merchants.
He traded on his own account, among other countries,
with Persia, which he twice visited. He was of a
deeply religious nature, and his public work, which
mostly took a religious form, survives to this day in
a fire-temple which he established at Yezd in Persia,
and for which he sent the sacred fire all the way from
Surat by land, an especially hazardous and difficult
undertaking in those days. He endowed this fire-
temple with “jaghirs,” and instituted in connection
with it an annual religious feast which is still known
as Kohiyar’s Gahambar. He also built a fire-temple at
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Surat, and revived among his co-religionists in India
the ancient Persian institution of the Jamshedi
Naoroz, or the feast of the vernal equinox. Towards
the persecuted Zoroastrians of Persia who sought a
refuge in India, or who came there in quest of an
opening for their talents, his hospitality was un-
bounded. Nor were his sympathies confined to his
own race or creed. He was versed in the tenets of
the Kabir Panth, or the philosophico-religious sect
founded by the well-known Hindu reformer Kabir,
for whose teaching he had a great predilection. He
was well read in the Persian and Arabic languages,
and he was one of the most enlightened citizens of
Surat of his time.

He was succeeded in his buginess by his son
Kharshedji, who died in 1852 at the age of seventy-
seven. While carrying on the family business of
maritime insurance Kharshedji extended his dealings
to China, sending his eldest son Fardunji to that
country in 1815. Having met with reverses in
business, and losing the remnants of his fortune in the
great fire at Surat in 1837, when the family mansion
was burnt down, Kharshedji devoted the latter portion
of his life to literary pursuits. He was well known as
a student of Oriental literature, and was considered an
authority in all matters pertaining to the Zoroastrian
religion. In his character as a scholar he enjoyed the
esteem and friendship not only of his own people, but
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also of Messrs. Romer and Anderson, who successively
held the post of judge at Surat, and took a deep in-
terest in Oriental researches. He was well versed in
the Persian, Pehlevi, Zend, and Sanscrit languages ;
and his library of Oriental manuscripts, especially of
those bearing on the religion and history of the Parsis,
which were for the most part destroyed in the fire of
1837, was considered one of the best of its kind in
Western India. He had five sons, all of whom entered
the British service and rose to such offices of trust
and responsibility as were open to the natives in their
times; and the eldest of them, Fardunji, was the first to
establish in the city of Broach, about the year 1831,
a reading-room and also a scientific society known as
the “Scientific Maktab,” which Lieutenant Chris-
topher Birdwood,' afterwards Commissary-General of
Bombay, looked upon “not only as one of the many
proofs which the Parsi community had already given
of their enterprising and liberal spirit, but also as
an evident sign of the times.”

The name of Kharshedji Jamshedji Modi, who had
attained a high position in the service of Bajirao
Peshwa, deserves a record here. He was originally a
resident of Cambay, and joined the office of Colonel

1 The people of Bombay will always cherish the memory of the
late General Birdwood, a man of singularly pure and blameless life,
and superior to all prejudices of caste, colour, and creed. He was
called Maharaja by his many native friends.
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Close, the Resident at Poona, where his abilities were
soon perceived, and he was raised to the position of
native agent. He was a person of comprehensive
judgment and great address. In the above capacity
he frequently came into contact with Bajirao, who not
only consulted him on all important questions but
also appointed him with a large salary to the post of
Sar Subha or Governor of the Carnatic, a post which he
held at the same time as he filled that of native agent
under the English resident. It is almost impossible
in any native government for an alien to hold high
office without exciting the envy of the officers of the
state, and one of the Peshwa’s sardars, Sadasiv Bhau
Mankeshvar, preferred charges against Kharshedji
of corrupt practices in the affairs of his government.
But the Peshwa took no steps to investigate them.

~ Another of Bajirao’s sardars, named Trimbakji
Danglia, informed Mr. Elphinstone, who was then
Resident at Poona, that Kharshedji was conspiring
with Bajirao against the English. The intrigues of
a native court were thus to bring this Parsi into
trouble. Mr. Elphinstone then considered that Khar-
shedji’s position at the Residency was incompatible
with his appointment as governor of a Maratha pro-
vince, and he was called upon to resign the one or the
other. Kharshedji knew what was good for an honest
man, and he stuck to his less lucrative post in the
English service, and resigned the higher office under the
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Peshwa. The intrigues were renewed in different forms,
and he was at length removed from the Residency,
but with a handsome provision for him in his native
country. Before he could leave Poona, however, he
died (1815) of poison, but whether administered to him
by others or taken by himself was never ascertained,
although a long and strict investigation was made.

A short notice of one Maniar, who, after Naorozji
Seth, was the second Parsi to visit England (1781),
will be both interesting and appropriate. His mis-
sion was of a political character. He and a Hindu
gentleman were deputed to England by Ragunathrao
Peshwa for the purpose of obtaining from the East
India Company and the British Government the
assistance of their troops. Both these gentlemen seem
to have lived in England in the most orthodox style
of their native land, and were they to rise from their
graves and see how the Parsis and Hindus of the pre-
sent day now live and board in England they would be
struck with horror and dismay, and we are afraid
they might consider that nothing short of eternal
perdition would be their doom. On the return of
Hanmantrao and Maniar, the Peshwa thanked the
Right Honourable Edmund Burke for the kindness
and attention which he had shown to his agents.?

1 The following is from Burke's Life, vol. iil p. 46 :—
¢ Hanumant Rao, a Brahman of high caste, and Maniar Parsi,
arrived in England as agents of Ragunath Rao, who had some business to
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We may bring our consideration of the distin-
guished Parsi families of Gujarat to a conclusion
with a short account of a Parsi family which greatly
distinguished itself at Daman, a small town still
in the possession of the Portuguese Government.

transact with the East India Directors and British Government. They
were found by Mr. Burke under very unpleasant circumstances, occa-
sioned by their peculiar modes of life, and the obligations of their
religion ; with the attention to strangers for which Mr. Burke was so
remarkable, he took them down to Beaconsfield, and it being summer,
gave them up a large green-house for their separate use where they
prepared their food according to the rules of their caste, performed
their ablutions, and discharged such other duties as rites of their
religion and their customs required, and as circumstances permitted.
They found great pleasure in Mr. and Mrs. Burke’s society and where
they were visited by many distinguished people whilst they so-
journed at Beaconsfield. In autumn they set out on their return
to India, and on their arrival there, Ragunath Rao wrote to thank
Mr. Burke for his kindness to his agents. The fragment of Burke’s
reply, which is here given, was written probably at the end of the
year 1782

Mr. Burke's reply to Ragunath Rao’s letter of thanks was as
follows : —

“You may set too much value on the few and slight services, that
I have been able to perform for your agent Hanumant Rao, and his
assistant Maniar Parsi. It was nothing more than a duty one man
owed to another. Hanumant Rao has done me the honour of being
my guest for a very short time, and I endeavoured to make my place,
a8 convenient as any of us are able to do, for a person so strictly ob-
servant as he was of all the rules and ceremonies of the religion, to
which he was born, and to which he strictly conformed, often at the
manifest hazard of his life. To this I have been witness. We have,
however, Sir, derived one benefit from the instruction he has given
us, relative to your ways of living ; that whenever it shall be thought
necessary to send gentoos of a high caste to transact any business in this
kingdom, on giving proper notice, and on obtaining proper licence from
authority for their coming, we shall be enabled to provide for them in
such a manner as greatly to lessen the difficulties in our intercourse,
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Bhikhaji Bharda, the great-grandfather of the present
head of the family, Mr. Manakji Kavasji Daman-
vala, was the head priest of the Zoroastrian com-
munity at Tarapur in the years 1745-46. The family
had from carly times been settled at this place, and
enjoyed some influence with the darbar of the Peshwa
at Poona. Bhikhaji Bharda enjoyed also the reputa-
tion of being a wealthy man. He could not hope,
however, to escape from the marauding expeditions
of the Pindaris, who were the pest of the country,
until Lord Hastings curbed their pride and put an
end to their exactions. On one occasion, when the
Pindaris had carried away the whole of his posses-
sions, even to the ornaments of his daughters, he is
said to have stopped them, offering them more gold,
which he had sccreted in the hollow of the legs of
his bedstead, if they would only return his daughters’
ornaments, because, as they belonged to their hus-
bands, he only held them in trust. The Pindaris,
while they marvelled at the extreme simplicity of the
old man, feigned acquiescence with his request, but

and to render as tolerable as possible to them a country, where there
are scarcely six good months in the year. The suffering these gentle-
men underwent at first was owing to the ignorance, not unkindness of
this nation. I am sorry, Sir, to inform you that I can give you no
sort of hope of your ever obtaining the assistance of the troops you
require. It is best at once to speak plainly, when it is not in our
power to act. Hanumant Rao is a faithful and an able servant of
yours, and Maniar Parsi used every exertion to second him. If your
affairs have not succeeded to your wishes, it is no fault of theirs.”
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only with the intention of taking away the secreted
gold as well as what they had already plundered.
This they did without compunction of conscience.
After this affair the family removed to Udvada, and
some time later made Daman their principal place
of residence. Bhikhaji’s son Beramji applied himself
from an early age to trade, ingratiated himself into
the favour of the native rajas of Mandvi and Dharam-
por, farmed the revenue of several of their villages,
and in course of time amassed a large fortune.
In those days the route of all the opium traffic from
Malwa passed through Daman. Beramji, and after
him his sons Bhikhaji and Kavasji, possessed a large
interest in this trade, being the agents of most
of the principal opium merchants of Bombay, and
they also possessed many ships of their own plying
between Daman, Bombay, Mozambique, and China.
In consequence of the change in the route of the opium
trade to Bombay, Daman lost all its commercial im-
portance, and sank into insignificance. The opium
trade of the family ceased, and the present Mr.
Manakji Kavasji has confined himself to the ad-
ministration of the villages and lands granted to
his family in perpetuity by the Rajas of Dharampor
and Mandvi, and by the Portuguese Government.
With the power to exercise the revenue and judicial
control in the villages granted by the Dharampor
State and held under the guarantee of the British
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Government, with “thanas”' and a police force of
his own, and with armed Arab and Makrani sepoys
for watch and ward, Mr. Manakji almost possesses
the state of a little chief. This picture of indi-
vidual importance, unique of its kind, is as gratify-
ing to the feelings of Parsis as the more numerous
examples of prosperity exhibited by the merchant
princes of Bombay.

! Revenue and police stations.
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—Kavasji Jehangir Readymoney—Mr. Woolner's statue of him—Edalji

Framji Albless—Framji Nasarvanji Patel—Kharshedji Fardunji Parakh

—The Flora Fountain in Bombay.
THE Parsis came and settled in Bombay, where they
are mostly congregated at the present day, a little
before the island was ceded to the British by the
King of Portugal as the dowry of Catherine, Prin-
cess of Braganza, when she married Charles II.
of England in the year 1668. There is no doubt on
the point that they arrived in Bombay before the
British had taken possession of it, because we find
that in 1665 one Kharshedji Pochaji Panday'® con-
tracted with the Portuguese authorities for the supply
of men and materials for the building of the fortifi-
cations. The extensive nature of the contract can
only be judged by those who have scen these fortifi-
cations and the fort walls. After the lapse of two
centurics they were considered by the British Govern-
ment to be useless for offensive or defensive purposes.
The walls round the fort were pulled down only
twenty years ago to afford increased accommodation
to the city. The stately public buildings which now
stand on the esplanade and add to the grand and
beautiful appearance of Bombay occupy the site of
the old rampart walls.

Following the plan adopted in the last chapter in

! This gentleman was the great-great-grandfather of Mr. Mervanji
Framji Panday, of whom a notice will be found hereafter in this
chapter.
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describing the Parsis of Gujarat, we now proceed to
give a sketch of some of the earlier Parsis who
distinguished themselves in Bombay by their com-
mercial spirit, enterprise, and benevolence, after they
had settled in that city.

Dorabji Nanabhai, the head of the Patel family,
was one of the earliest residents, if not the very
first Parsi settler in Bombay. It is uncertain
whether there were any Parsis in that city before his
arrival, but he was certainly a-resident of Bombay
before the cession of the island to the English, and
was employed by the Portuguese Government in
transacting miscellaneous business with the natives
of the place. He continued to perform this duty
after the transfer of Bombay, and as the new
rulers were ignorant of the manners, language, and
customs of the people, he was frequently consulted
by the English about their affairs. In the year 1668
the population consisted chiefly of fishermen, and it
having been found necessary to raise the revenue!
of the place, the new authorities levied a body tax
upon them, and entrusted its collection to Dorabji
Nanabhai, who is said to have carried out his orders
smoothly and without any friction, whereby he be-
came exceedingly popular among the people. On

! It may interest our readers to know that the total amount of the
revenue of Bombay in the first year of the English Government was
about six thousand five hundred pounds sterling, and was, as given by

VOL. II. E
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his death in the year 1689 he was succeeded by his
son Rastamji Dorabji in all the offices which he had
held under the English.

There is one trait in their character for which the
Parsis are remarkable, and that is loyalty to their
Government. Their readiness to rise or fall with its
fortunes has been more conspicuously demonstrated
since their contact with the English, and it has always
been exhibited whenever occasion has rendered neces-
sary such an exhibition of devotion. The powerful
British Government in India is fully cognisant of the
fact that at one period of its history the city which
now in point of population ranks as the second in the

Mr. Bruce in his work on the East India Company, derived from the
following sources :—

Xeraphins.

Rent of Mazagon . . . 9,300 0 40

, Mahim . . . . 4797 2 45

,, Parella . . . . 2,377 1 56

., Vadela . . . . 1,738 0 40

., Sion . . . . 790 0 60

. Veroly . . . . b71 1 34

,, Bombaim . . . 6,344 2 61
— 95920 1 18
5  tobacco farm . . . . . 9550 0 O
, taverns . . . . . . 2,400 0 O
The account of customs . . . . 18,000 0 0
. cocoa-nuts . . . . 18,000 0 O

Xeraphins ., 73,870 1 18
More may be advanced . 1,129 1 62

Total xeraphins . 75,000 0 0
‘Which, at 13 xeraphins for 22s. 6d., amount to £6,490 :17 : 9,
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British Empire, and which has become a highway be-
tween Europe and India and a great emporium of trade,
was prevented from being lost to it by the loyalty
and courage of a Parsi. Like the valiant Ardeshir
who fought for his raja against the aggressions of the
Mahomedans, Rastamji Dorabji Patel fought for the
English Government against the Sidis of Janjira.

In the year 1692 a severe plague broke out in
Bombay, when most of the Europeans of the place
and the soldiers in the garrison fell victims to the
disease. Taking advantage of this unfortunate cir-
cumstance, the Sidis of Janjira, who were then a
powerful and independent people, organised bands of
pirates along the Malabar coast, and invaded Bombay
with a large force. They took possession of the island
and Dungry Fort (now called Fort George). The few
Englishmen who had survived the plague were so
exhausted as to be quite unable to drive the Sidis away.

But Rastamji Dorabji, who had in his veins the
blood of the ancient warlike Persians, undertook to
repel the enemy. He raised a militia from among
the fishermen of the population, fought the invaders,
and defeated them. He then despatched messengers
with the news of the victory to the chief of the Eng-
lish factory at Surat, who soon after arrived in Bombay
and took charge of the Government. For these in-
valuable services Rastamji Dorabji was honoured with
the hereditary title of Patel (lord or chief) of Bom-
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bay. He was also placed at the head of the fishermen
caste from which he had formed his little army, and
invested with the power of adjudicating civil and
religious disputes among them—an authority which
up to this day is enjoyed by his descendants, though
not in the same degree as before. On the death of
Rastamji Dorabji Patel,' which took place on 12th
April 1763 at the venerable age of ninety-six, he was
succeeded in his various offices by his son, Kavasji

1 Rastamji’s wife, Firoza, was an Irani lady, and her marriage with
Rastamji was brought about under such romantic circumstances that
we are tempted to give an account of them here :—Her father and
mother resided in Persia, and, being unable to withstand the persecu-
tion of the Mahomedans around them, were forced to embrace the
Islami religion. They had two lovely daughters, whom, however,
they wished to keep as Zoroastrians. They therefore brought them
up secretly in their original faith, and were in search of an oppor-
tunity to send them to Bombay, where they could be married to per-
sons professing their cherished religion. At this moment, as luck
would have it, Firoza’s parents came across a German traveller who
bore the reputation of being a good man, and they implored him to
take charge of their two daughters, and to hand them over to the care
of some respectable Zoroastrian in Bombay. The good and gallant
German was willing and ready to oblige. Both the girls were exceed-
ingly modest and prepossessing in appearance. One of them captivated
the heart of the German, who made no secret of it to her parents, anid
proposed to marry her if they permitted him, and to take her sister
to Bombay. Firoza’s parents agreed to this proposal, for they would
rather wed their daughter to a Christian than bestow her upon one of
the persecutors of their race.  The girl, too, was willing to bestow her
hand and heart on her and her sister’s saviour, and they all came to
Bombay. The German then took his atlianced to Europe, where they
were married, and are said to have lived happily for many years, The
other daughter, Firoza, was entrusted by the German traveller to a
respectuble Parsi shopkeeper, Bhikhaji Beramji Panday, to be given
in marriage to some respectable Parsi.  In those days there was
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Rastamji, who gave so much satisfaction that Gover-
nor Hornby invested him with a ‘ khilat” or dress of
honour in the year 1775.

In those days Government found much difficulty
in providing tonnage for transporting troops from
one place to another, and Kavasji Patel was there-
fore entrusted with the work of supplying boats
and vessels for the public service, which duty he
performed very creditably and most satisfactorily.
When the British took Thana and Bassein from the
Maratha Sardar Ragunathrao Dada Saheb, Kavasji
Patel was appointed to an important post in the former
place, where he established a number of Parsis as a
colony, and built out of his own purse places of worship
and other charitable edifices. No Parsi was allowed
to go to Thana without a pass® from Kavasji. The

near the old police court in Forbes Street a large tank, by the side
of which the Parsis used to resort for recreation in the afternoon, and
Bhikhaji used to take Firoza there that she might select a husband of
her own choice, and give her hand to whomsoever she pleased. Young
Rastamji Dorabji was the fortunate winner of the heart of the lovely
Firoza.

1 The following is a copy of the pass as found in the records in
the possession of the Patel’s family :—
To ANDREW Ramsay, Esq.

Sin—Please to permit to pass the bearer Hirji Parsi going
to Thana.

I am, Sir,
Your most obedt. humble Servt.
(Signed) Kavasyr RasTamir PATEL.

Bousay, 18th Feb, 1775.
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large tank at Khetvadi in Bombay, which up to this
day bears his name, was the gift of his generosity.
It was built in the year 1776, and in those days sup-
plied a want by which thousands of poor people were
benefited with the blessing of ome of the greatest
necessaries of life. This large tank was repaired at
the expense of the Patel's family up to 1834, from
which year the Government voluntarily undertook
its maintenance. The well-known street in the fort
of Bombay, “ Kavasji Patel Street,” was named after
him. Kavasji died in the year 1799, and was suc-
ceeded in the title of Patel and his other offices by his
son Sorabji.

Hirjibhai Rastamji Kavasji Patel, a name not un-
known in the highest circles of London society, was
the last of the distinguished members of the Patel
family. He was one of the most extensive merchants
in China, and went at a later period to England to
press upon the English Government some claims
which he fancied he had against it for losses during
the China war.

After the Patels the Banaji family next claims our
notice. Banaji Limji was the founder of this dis-
tinguished family. He was born in the village of
Bhagvadandi, near Surat, and came to Bombay in the
year 1690. At first he accepted employment in the
commercial establishment of the Honourable East India
Company, but being imbued with a spirit for com-
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mercial enterprise he resigned the service and took to
trading on his own account. He went to Burmah
and made arrangements for opening up a trade with
that country. Banaji was not only an enterprising
merchant but a man of large-hearted benevolence.
When he came to Bombay he had been obliged to
take service, but his later commercial ventures proved
so successful and brought him so much wealth that
he was able to turn it to good use. He built an
“adaran” or fire-temple in the Fort, which still exists.
The well-known Framji Kavasji of later years, and of
whose high character and sterling worth some notice
will be found in other pages of this chapter, was a
descendant of Banaji.

Banaji’s grandson Dadabhai Beramji was the first
Parsi who went to Calcutta for trading purposes. His
talents and high character soon secured for him the
notice and friendship of Mr. Cartier, the Governor of
Bengal, after whom he named one of his trading ships.

Jijibhai Jamshedji Modi was the founder of the
Modi family of Bombay. He amassed a good fortune
through his contracts (1738) with the English Govern-
ment for the supply of provisions and other articles
to the troops in the garrison. After his death his
son carried on his business. These contracts, owing
to the want of competition in those days, were highly
remunerative, but, owing to the difficulties in obtain-
ing the necessary supplies, much depended upon the
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energy and honesty of the contractors, who in the old
times were highly respectable and honest citizens.
Jijibhai and his son Hirjibhai were held in the highest
estimation by the Government, and the latter was once
highly eulogised and publiclythanked by the Governor,
the Hon. Stephen Law, for the honest and creditable
manner in which he supplied the necessities of the State.
~ As the European population of Bombay increased,
the most lucrative business which the Parsis could
undertake was that of importing and selling English
wines and liquors, and English provisions and other
similar articles, and those who engaged in this line
of business secured large profits. The Jasavalas, the
Pochajis, the Panthakis, and other well-known names
in this trade are of more modern times. They also
acted as agents and bankers to their customers.
Bhikhaji Beramji Panday appears to have been
the first to open this line of business among the
Parsis, before the middle of the eighteenth century.
The earlier Parsis were noted for their extreme
honesty, and Bhikhaji Beramji was generally known
among the European officers and merchants as *the
honest shopkeeper.” The well at the corner of the
new Post Office on the Esplanade in Bombay was
built at his expense, a spot at which Parsis may be
scen every morning and evening at prayers after
washing their faces, hands, and fect. He was a
member of the Parsi Panchayet of his day.
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We now come to the Readymoney family. Three
brothers—Mancherji Jivanji, Hirji Jivanji, and Te-
mulji Jivanji—were all born at Navsari. They came
to Bombay in the early part of the eighteenth cen-
tury and settled there for purposes of trade. Hirji,
the second of the brothers, was the most enterprising
of the three. He went to China and there opened
~ a house of business. On his return to Bombay his
brother Mancherji went to look after the China firm,
and although they possessed only a small capital at
the time of their arrival in Bombay they acquired
considerable wealth through their trade with China.
Much of the wealth of the Bombay Parsis has been
derived from their trade with China, and to Hirji
and Mancherji Readymoney are due the honour and
credit of opening this new field of commercial enter-
prise, which in subsequent years brought immense pros-
perity to the Parsis of Western India. The Ready-
money brothers owned several trading ships, one of
which was named Hornby after the Governor of
Bombay, and the other was called the Royal Char-
lotte. They derived their surname of Readymoney on
account of their wealth, and also from their readiness
to advance money to those who were in need.!

1 The small tower of silence which is visible on the road leading
from Chaupati to Malabar Hill in Bombay was built by Mancherji
for the disposal of his body after death. Before this time no Parsi

had built a tower of silence for the disposal of his own individual
body. It is said that when Mancherji returned from China to Bom-
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Mancherji had a son named Sorabji who gained
for himself a still more honourable name than either
his father or uncles. He has left an imperishable
reputation among the Parsis for his benevolence of
character and charitable disposition. During the
great Gujarat famine thousands of starving persons
came to Bombay from that province in search of food,
and Sorabji fed these people twice a day for nearly
a whole year. There was no charitable institution
in the city which did not benefit by his purse, and
his name was associated with many acts of bene-
volence. He was a merchant by profession, and had
two ships of his own, the Shah Minocher and Shah
Kaikhoshru. He traded extensively with China, in
partnership with Mahomed Ali bin Mahomed Husen
Rogay.!

In the year 1757 a Parsi named Beramji Homji
was rewarded by the Hon. Mr. Bourchier, Governor of
Bombay, with a free grant of land in recognition of
some important services rendered by him to the East
India Company. He was an influential man in his

bay, an Armenian who was a fellow-passenger, and who pretended to
have a knowledge of astrology, informed him that if after his death he
allowed his bones to mix with those of any other person his wealth
and his family would soon be extinet.  He therefore ondered a tower of
silence to be built for himself, but it so happened that he died before
its completion. His body was therefore covered and deposited on the
hill for a month, by which time the tower was ready, and it was then
placed in it with due ceremony.
! Grandfather of Mr. Mahomed Ali Rogay.
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community, and a street in the Fort of Bombay has
been named after him.!

Dadabhai Jamshedji Gamadia, the grandfather of
the well-known and venerable Framji Nasarvanji
Patel, was born at a place called Tena, near Surat.
His ancestors were Patels of the place, and Dadabhai
by his business habits soon raised himself to a good
position. He was a member of the Parsi Panchayet,
and built a fire-temple at Mazagon for the use of the
residents of that district of Bombay.

Kamaji Kuvarji, who died in 1773, laid the founda-
tion in Bombay of the well-known Kama family., He
came to that city from the village of Tena, near Surat,
in the year 1735, at the same time as Lavji Nasar-
vanji, the pioneer of shipbuilding in Bombay. He
was employed in a position of trust and responsibility
in the Government treasury. His two sons, Mancherji
Kamaji and Edalji Kamaji, however, engaged them-
selves in trade with China during the lifetime of their
father, and their descendants have continued to do so
up to this day.®* The Kama family has been well dis-
tinguished for its commercial enterprise, honesty, and
uprightness in Bombay, and the city boasts of a good

! Behli Homji Street, which crosses the Elphinstone Circle and
Bazar Gate Street.

2 The well-known citizens, Mancherji Framji Kama, Pestanji
Hormasji Kama, and Kharshedji Nasarvanji Kama, are descendants
of Mancherji, and Mancherji Hormasji Kama is a descendant of the
younger brother Edalji.
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number of respectable citizens among the descendants
of this family, notices of some of whom will be found
clsewhere.

We now come to the founder of the Wadia family,
which is widely known and has produced many
members whose names have been deservedly popular
and respected in the Parsi and other communities.
Lavji Nasarvanji was born at Surat in the year 1710.
He was educated as a shipwright, and took employ-
ment in the East India Company’s dockyard there.
The trading operations of the Honourable Company
had necessitated the building of ships, and a dockyard
scems to have been built at Surat during the early
years of the establishment of the Company’s factory
there. As in Bombay the master-builders of Her
Majesty’s dockyard have up to this day been Parsis,
so were those at Surat. In 1735 one Dhanjibhai was
master-builder at Surat, and, it having been found
necessary in that year to build a ship for the East
India Company, Mr. Dudley, then master-attendant
at Bombay, was sent there for the purpose. Lavji
Nasarvanji was employed there as a foreman ship-
wright, and his ability, skill, and intelligence in the
art of shipbuilding attracted the attention of Mr.
Dudley. How Lavji Nasarvanji came to Bombay, and
the circumstances which led to the establishment of
the dockyard in that city, and its subsequent exten-
sion, are well described in a report, dated 28th Sep-
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tember 1810, written by Mr. T. Money, Superintend-
ent of Marine, for the Government of Bombay.

“ Prior to the year 1735 there was no dockyard at
Bombay. Surat was the principal building place on
this side of the peninsula, and it may be said in all
India. In that year Mr. Dudley, the master-attend-
ant, was sent by the Government of this Presidency
to Surat to agree with the builder there, Dhanjibhai,
to build a ship for the Honourable Company’s service,
to be called the Queen.

“In the construction of this vessel Mr. Dudley was
so much pleased with the skill and exertions of the
foreman, Lavji Nasarvanji, that after the launch he
endeavoured to persuade him to proceed with some
artificers to Bombay, where the Government were
desirous of establishing a building yard; but his
fidelity to his engagements would not allow him to
yield to Mr. Dudley’s solicitation till his master’s
consent could be procured. This was at length ob-
tained with great difficulty, and in the year 1735,
with a few shipwrights, Lavji arrived at Bombay,
and selected for the place of his future operations a
small part of the present dockyard, which was then
occupied by the dwellings of all the principal officers
of the Marine, the habitation of the Lascars, and by
the common jail of Bombay. The avenues to these
buildings rendered the yard open to the public; but,
on the other hand, it may be observed that the resi-



62 HISTORY OF THE PARSIS. [cHAP. 11

dence of the officers of the establishment on the spot
afforded a security to the property deposited there.
As shipbuilding increased with the prosperity of the
place, in the year 1754 the Superintendent of the
Marine proposed the conmstruction of a dry dock,
which was acceded to by Government, and with the
assistance of Lavji it was completed for the moderate
sum of twelve thousand rupees.”

Lavji had two sons, Manakji and Bamanji, who
were brought up in their father’s profession, and of
them Mr. Dudley, in the aforesaid report, said that
“ Lavji, encouraged by the success of his undertaking
and the countenance of Government, brought up two
of his sons (Manakji and Bamanji) to his own craft,
and by his instructions rendered them so proficient in
naval architecture that, by their united exertions, the
reputation of the Bombay Dockyard became univer-
sally known in India, and their business was so much
increased that in the yecar 1760 it was found neces-
sary to construct another dock. The abilities of
Lavji in his profession, and his great integrity in
the purchase of materials for shipbuilding, had now
in more than one instance attracted the particular
notice, approbation, and reward of the Honourable
Court ; but his skill and exertions in repairing H.M.
squadron about this period called forth their distin-
guished commendation, and they emphatically say
‘That such essential scrvices should not be passed
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over without some particular mark of their favour,’
which the Government were directed accordingly to
confer. In reward of the merits of these worthy sons
of Lavji, the Government awarded, and the Court of
Directors in 1776 approved of, an increase to their
pay; and to the elder, Manakji, the Court directed
a silver rule and a shawl to be presented in their
name, as a testimony of their approbation of his past
services, and to encourage him to behave with the
same diligence and fidelity as his father.”

Lavji died in the year 1774. Two years before
his death he was presented, by order of the Court of
Directors, with a silver foot-rule as a token of their
appreciation of his meritorious services, with the in-
scription :—‘ A memorial from the East India Com-
pany of the long and faithful services of Lavji, their
Master Builder at Bombay, Anno 1772.”

On Lavji's death his eldest son, Manakji, was
appointed master-builder, and he and his younger
brother, Bamanji, who was appointed assistant
master-builder, gained by their skill and ability
the highest approbation of the Government and the
Directors of the East India Company. They received
more than once special thanks from the Court of
Directors, and were each presented in the year 1783
with a gold medal by Vice-Admiral Sir Edward
Hughes, K.B., with a suitable inscription on one side
and a model of the Superd on the reverse, as a mark
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of his appreciation of services rendered by them to
the vessels of His Majesty’s navy. The Government
also, under a “sanad,”” gave them a substantial reward
in the shape of a ““jaghir” in perpetuity in Salsette.
These two brothers built twenty-nine ships during
their tenure of office, besides repairing many ships of
His Majesty’s squadron visiting Bombay. Bamanji,
the younger son of Lavji, died in 1790 at the age of
seventy, and the elder son, Manakji, in the year 1792.
On their deaths their sons, Framji and Jamshedji,

1 “This is to certify that Vice-Admiral Sir Edward Hughes, K.B.,
and Commander in Chief of His Majesty’s ships and vessels in the
East Indies, having by letter, under date the 10th day of March 1783,
pointed out the great services rendered the nation at large, and the
United East India Company, by Manackjee Lowjee and Bamanjee Lowjee,
the two master builders at this presidency, and having also strongly
recommended to us to confer on them a certain portion of ground on
this island, which will yield annually 40 morahs of toca batty, this is to
certify that the said Manackjee Lowjee and Bamanjee Lowjee have accord-
ingly been put in possession of certain batty grounds in the district of
Parell, with their foras and purteneas of the side grounds, which will
yield the above quantity of toca batty ; and that they are to be kept
in possession of the same, without molestation, until the pleasure of
the Honourable the Court of Directors is known.

Given under our hands, in Bombay
Castle, this 29th day of December,
in the year of our Lord 1783.

(Signed) W. Horxsy.
R. H. Boppawm.
R. GAMBIER.
JonN TORLESSE.
ROBERT SPARKS.
C. BOURCHIER,
R. CrURCEH.
JamEs MoRLEY.
ALEX. CALLENDAR.”
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were appointed master-builders in their fathers’
places, and their services to the State were as valu-
able as those of their predecessors. They were
equally appreciated by the Government. In the year
1804 they were each presented by the Honourable
the Court of Directors with a silver rule, upon which
was engraved a suitable inscription.’

The services of Jamshedji Bamanji proved excep-
tionally valuable. He was the first of the Parsi
master-builders to be entrusted by the Lords of
the Admiralty with the building of men-of-war in
India. About this time numerous offers were sent
to the Admiralty for building line-of-battle ships, but
Rear-Admiral Sir Thomas Trowbridge, who held at
one time the command of His Majesty’s squadron
in Indian waters, had a very poor opinion of the
people who had to perform the work and also of

1 « Presented by the Court of Directors of the United East India
Company to Framjee Manackjee one of the Master Builders in their
Dockyard at Bombay in Testimony of their approbation of his con-
tinued Fidelity and long tried services and in encouragement to him
and his Family to persevere in that line of conduct which has so often
called forth the approbation of his Superiors.

AT LONDON 1804.
THE HoN'BLE WiLLM. ELPHINSTONE, Chairman.
CaARLES GRANT Esq., Deputy Chairman.
JoNATHAN DuNcaN Esq., Governor of Bombay.”
Engraved on the hinges.
BRITANNIA—SIR EpwARD HUGHES — BoMBAY — CORNWALLIS —
MorNINGTON.

A similar testimonial was presented to Jamshedji Bamanji.
VOL. II. F
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the Pegu teak with which ships were constructed
in Bengal. He strongly recommended the Lords
of the Admiralty to cause the work to be done at
Bombay under the entire supervision of Jamshedji,
without any European aid or direction. The repu-
tation of Bombay-built ships had forcibly attracted
the attention of the Lords of the Admiralty, who,
having seen and admired the Cornwallis, a frigate of
fifty guns built at Bombay, determined on the con-
struction of men-of-war in India. It was at first
suggested to their Lordships to send out a European
builder and shipwrights; but Sir Thomas Trowbridge,
who was then a member of the Board of Admiralty
and was intimately acquainted with the character and
merits of Jamshedji, pledged his word to the Govern-
ment that he would build not only frigates but
ships of the line to their perfect satisfaction without
the least European assistance, and orders were accord-
ingly issued for the construction of two frigates
and a seventy-four. The Superintendent of Marine
at Bombay reported to the Bombay Government the
execution of the orders of the Admiralty in these
words : “The masterly exccution of these orders has
nobly redeemed the pledge which that distinguished
Admiral gave in England. The frigates of thirty-six
guns each have been highly approved of, and the
seventy-four rides in this harbour a proud monument
of Jamshedji’s skill in naval architecture, and the
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admiration of all professional men.” In England
likewise the opinion about the vessels built by
Jamshedji was highly gratifying to him and exceed-
ingly creditable to his merit and ability. Vice-
Admiral Sir Edward Pellew, Baronet, wrote to the
Superintendent of Marine at Bombay to beg him to
tell Jamshedji that he ought to be proud of his
frigates. He said, “The Salsette sails as well as any
of our frigates, stands up better, and had any other
ship but her been frozen up in the Baltic as she was
for nine weeks, she would not have stood the buffeting
of the ice one day, whereas she came off unhurt. It
was wonderful the shocks she stood during heavy
gales.” The man-of-war Minden built by Jamshedji
also excited the admiration of all who saw her in
England. Captain Thomas M‘Arthur Low, who com-
manded the ship, wrote to Jamshedji as follows:
“I must acknowledge I have been remiss from my
having first hoisted the pendant on board the Minden,
and continued to serve in her ever since. You might
have expected that I would by an earlier opportunity
have made known to you the opinion formed of her
in England. That opinion, as we all expected, was
highly favourable. She was taken into dock, carefully
measured, the plank taken off in many places, and
timbers strictly examined. The workmanship and
materials throughout the whole structure were
admired. The report made by the surveyors of the
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Navy will not, I believe, note one fault; for they
were not only satisfied but much gratified by the
inspection. Being much on board, I had oppor-
tunities of hearing the opinions of most people
belonging to the King’'s yard at Portsmouth: they
all, common shipwrights as well as their officers,
expressed approbation. I have heard many of them
declare that no ship so highly finished or composed
throughout of material so good had been launched
from any of His Majesty’s dockyards, or any yard in
England, during the last fifty years; nor was the
scarcity of good timber likely to admit such selection
of that article for any one ship as was observable in
the Minden for many years to come. We have
found her in all circumstances answer extremely well
—in my opinion better than any ship in which I have
sailed hitherto.

“The Minden excited general attention, and had
many visitors of distinction on board while at Ports-
mouth. The great order in which she was kept by
Captain Hoare drew flattering encomiums on himself
and officers, and contributed not a little advan-
tageously to the exhibition of this first grand and
interesting specimen of the resources we have for the
support of our maritime superiority in the forests of
Hindustan.”

After this testimony to his ability Jamshedji
might well be proud of his work. The Lords of the
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Admiralty were not backward in expressing their
sense of their high approbation of his labours. They
not only thanked him in the handsomest manner but
presented him, through Mr. J. Johnstone, Commis-
sioner of the Navy, with a silver cup bearing a
suitable inscription. On receiving the approbation
of so high and competent an authority, Jamshedji’s
heart was naturally filled with joy and just pride, and
he acknowledged it in the following fitting terms :—
“Deeply impressed as I cannot fail to be with the
strongest feelings of gratitude and respect towards the
high authority from whence has emanated the dis-
tinction now conferred upon me through your hands,
I am but ill able to express the pride and pleasure
derived. To myself and family on the present occasion
that the first ship of seventy-four guns ever built for
His Britannic Majesty in this part of the world
should have been constructed by me was in itself a
matter of great gratification, but that my humble
efforts in that work should have obtained not only the
approbation of many respectable professional men in
India, but also that of the high authority which pre-
sides over the whole British Navy, cannot fail to make
a lasting impression on my mind and be carefully
transmitted to my latest posterity.

“Since the construction of the Minden of seventy-
four guns, I have built under the auspices of the
respectable Government of this Presidency the Corn-
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wallis of seventy-four guns, and nearly completed the
Wellesley of seventy-four guns, and it will add to the
pleasure I now feel under their Lordships’ high appro-
bation, if these latter works are considered not inferior
to the first.”

Under Jamshedji’s supervision sixteen men-of-war
and forty large ships were designed and built. For
these valuable services he received numerous testi-
monials of approbation and commendation from His
Majesty’s Navy, from the Lords of the Admiralty and
the Court of Directors, and from every admiral and
commander-in-chief in India.

By the Government of Bombay his services were
not less appreciated. On their recommendation the
Court of Directors presented him a few days before
his death with a “jaghir,” yielding an annual income
of Rs.6,000. Since his death, as had been the case
before him, the post of Master-Builder of Her Majesty’s
Dockyard has continued to be held by members of the
same family to the complete satisfaction of Govern-
ment. During this period, extending over a century
and a half, they have built three hundred and thirty-
five new vessels, including many men-of-war, besides
repairing innumerable ships.

The enlightened members of this family were not
ignorant of the great improvements which were being
made in England in the art of shipbuilding, and
they sent two of their ablest young men who had
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been employed as assistant master - builders in the
Government dockyard to make themselves acquainted
with the latest changes and improvements. These
were Messrs. Jehangir Naorozji and Hirjibhai Mer-
vanji. They returned from Europe after a stay there
of two years, with the high testimony of the Court
of Directors as to their professional acquirements.
But the fame of Lavji's descendants was not con-
fined to the shipbuilding line. Several of them
who did not follow that profession made themselves
famous by their commercial enterprise, and the judi-
cious and benevolent use to which they turned the
wealth they acquired. Lavji Wadia’s grandsons,
Pestanji Bamanji Wadia and Hormasji Bamanji
Wadia, were not only well known for their large com-
mercial operations, but also for their public spirit and
great liberality. Pestanji Bamanji, besides being
a partner in one of the English firms of Bombay,
carried on a very extensive trade with Europe, China,

1 Mr. Jamshedji Dhanjibhai is the last of a long line of distin-
guished builders, and being about to retire from the service, the post
of master-builder will, it is believed, be abolished. Mr. Jamshedji has
during his tenure of office superintended the construction of forty-two
vessels. For his valuable services the title of Khan Bahadur was con-
ferred upon him by the Government of India in the year 1877. He
received the thanks of Government for the admirable arrangements
made by him in the dockyard on the occasion of the landing in Bom-
bay of His Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh and His Royal
Highness the Prince of Wales, and also for the efficient manner in
which the transports were fitted out for the Abyssinian, Malta, and
Egyptian expeditions,
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and several cities of Asia, and owned the following
ships :—the Behemeniar, Milford, Anne, Hero, and
the Tajbakhas.

During the Gujarat famine of 1790 Pestanji caused
thousands of poor families to be fed for ten months.
He built * dharmshalas” for travellers in many
places in Gujarat, as well as a “ dokhma” or tower of
silence for the Parsis at Anklesvar. It is said that
he was the most public-spirited native citizen of
his day. He always espoused the cause of the weak
against the strong, and was ever ready to withstand
the authorities on behalf of any poor man who he
thought had been unjustly harassed or oppressed.

Hormasji Bamanji Wadia, the other brother, was
one of the most popular Parsis of his time. He was
connected in business with the old house of Forbes
and Company, of which Sir Charles Forbes, a great
friend and well-wisher of the natives of India, was the
head. Hormasji’s noble character had gained him the
intimate friendship of Sir Charles Forbes and the
respect and esteem of all the Europecans with whom
he came into contact. The chief Parsi fire-temple of
the Shehenshai sect was built by his sons Bamanji,
Ardeshir, and Rastamji, in accordance with the
expressed wish of their father. Hormasji's two sons
Bamanji and Ardeshir were both worthy of their
father.

As a citizen, Bamanji was highly respected for



CHAP, I1.] FIRST PARSI SHERIFF. 73

his public worth and private virtues. He was one of
the first native justices of the peace, a member of the
Government Board of Education, a member of the
Parsi Panchayet, a commissioner of the old Court of
Requests (now constituted a court of small causes),
vice-president of.the Bombay Association and of the
Parsi Law Association. In recognition of his worth
he was appointed by Government High Sheriff of
Bombay in the year 1859. In social life he was
affable but plain-speaking, and contributed in a
variety of ways to the happiness and welfare of his
fellow-creatures. In the year 1856 he endowed a
charitable dispensary at Kurla, a suburban village
near Bombay. His death in Bombay at the com-
paratively early age of fifty-five caused universal
regret among all classes of the community. On the
day following his death all houses of business, shops,
schools, Her Majesty’s dockyard, and other places were
closed. Shortly afterwards a public movement was
set on foot to commemorate his name, so that it might
be handed down to posterity in a durable form. Sub-
scriptions were accordingly raised, and an influential
committee formed, which resulted in the building from
an excellent design by Mr. Rienzi Walton, executive
engineer to the Municipal Corporation of Bombay, of
a colossal memorial fountain bearing the name of
Bamanji Hormasji Wadia, with an illuminated clock-
tower, in the busiest and central part of the fort, and
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also of six smaller fountains in other districts of
the city.

These public monuments have all been made over
to the municipality, and Mr. E. C. K. Ollivant, the
present Municipal Commissioner, in acknowledging
the munificent gift to the Corporation, added the
following graceful tribute to the memory of the
deceased gentleman :—

“The monument is an acquisition to the city and
worthily commemorates the esteem in which Mr.
Bamanji Hormasji Wadia was deservedly held by
all sections of the community. In erecting to his
memory this and other fountains, and thereby con-
ferring a great boon on the poorer classes, the com-
mittee have, if I may be allowed to say so, chosen a
form of monument that will be most appreciated and
be a fitting record of the name of one who was in his
lifetime, like others of his family, always ready to
further every charitable object.”

His younger brother, Ardeshir Hormasji, is well
known to the present generation of Parsis, as well as
to the other races inhabiting Bombay, by his unosten-
tatious benevolence and generosity. After the crash
which followed “the share mania” Ardeshir supported
many worthy Parsis who had suddenly been reduced
from a state of opulence to poverty.

Another of Lavji Wadia’s grandsons was Nasarvanji
Manakji Wadia. Besides extensive commercial opera-
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tions he had four ships of his own, and was agent in
Bombay for the French Government.

His son, Jehangir Nasarvanji Wadia, greatly
extended his father's trade, and became broker to
several European mercantile firms of his day, among
which was that of Messrs. Nicol and Company, which
up to a recent date was one of the most flourishing
in Bombay. He was also agent to French vessels of
trade and men-of-war which visited that port. His
services in this capacity were highly appreciated by
the French Government, who honoured him with a
handsome medal engraved with the effigy of His
Majesty the King Louis Philippe.!

! The following is an English translation of the letter which was
addressed to Jehangir Nasarvanji Wadia :—

Paris, Nov. 28, 1839.

Sir—I have reported to the king the interest you have taken in
favour of our traders at Bombay, and likewise the zeal and generous
disinterestedness with which you have received His Majesty’s men-of-
war which visited Bombay.

His Majesty has ordered me to express to you his high satisfaction
for such honourable conduct, and to offer you, as a testimony of his
regard, a medal engraved with his royal effigy.

I am happy, sir, to be, in this circumstance, the interpreter of the
King, and I have entrusted Mons. Adolphe Barrot, Consul General for
the Philippine Islands, who on his way to Manilla has to visit Bombay,
with the flattering mission to you, to put in your hands the medal
which is destined for you.

Receive, sir, the assurance of my distinguished consideration.

(Signed) MARSHAL DUEKE OF DALMATIA,
The Minister Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs.
President of Council.
To JEHANGIR NASARVANJI WADIA, Merchant.
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Jehangir Nasarvanji Wadia was also a very chari-
table man. He built for the use of the Zoroastrians a
fire-temple and a tower of silence at Diu, as well as a
tower of silence and a ““ dharmshala” at Gopipura in
Surat. On his death, which took place at Bombay
on the 19th May 1843, a local English newspaper
wrote thus:—*“. . . His kindness of heart, his
generosity, and his benevolence, that almost every
one of his acquaintance and relations feels as if they
had been deprived of a father or a brother. In him
the Parsis have lost one of the principal members of
their tribe, and the world a good man.”

Another member of the same family, Ardeshir
Framji Wadia, was also honoured by the French
Republic in the year 1851, for the services which he
had rendered on various occasions to the French
Navy, by the award of a medal of the first class in
gold.!

The family of Dadiseth is not less famed in the

! FRENCH REPUBLIC.

Panris, 22d July 1851,

SirR—According to the account which has been submitted to me of
the services which you have rendered on various occasions to the French
Navy, I have awarnded you a medal of the first class in gold, with a view
to perpetuate the memory thercof.

You will find, enclosed herein, this honourable evidence of the
recognition of the Government of the Republic.

Receive, sir, the assurance of my high regard for you,

The Minister of the Marine and of the Colonies,
(Signed) De Cuasserotp Laubar.

Mr. ArpesHIR FraMJI, Bombay.
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history of the Parsis of Western India. Its founder
was Dadibhai Nasarvanji. His grandfather, Homji
Beramji, came from Surat and settled in Bombay
early in the eighteenth century. His father, Nasar-
vanji Homji, did business as freight-broker in part-
nership with his brother Beramji Homji, of whom
we have spoken before. Dadibhai Nasarvanji soon
raised himself to the position of a wealthy merchant,
shipowner, and “jaghirdar.” He traded extensively
with Europe and China. He had five ships of his
own—the Shah Ardeshir, King George, Friendship,
and the brigs William and Dawid Scott. He was
the first enterprising native who established at Bom-
bay a screw for pressing cotton bales. He was a
man of great simplicity of character, remarkable good
nature, and unbounded benevolence. In company
with Pestanji Bamanji Wadia and Nasarvanji Man-
akji Wadia he caused, during the great famine of
1790, hundreds of Parsis to be fed, in addition to
a very large number of people belonging to other
races. In the year 1783 he built in Bombay the
chief fire-temple, which bears his name. His will,
after giving some valuable advice to his son, con-
cluded with this characteristic passage—*‘ If any one
did you harm, you should repay evil with good.”
Dadibhai had a son named Ardeshir who was as
good and benevolent as his father. In the Indian
famine of 1805-6 he fed for several months at his own
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expense, from four to five thousand persons every
day. In 1808 he built a fire-temple in Persia at
a place called Mubaraka. He also built an “adaran”
or fire-temple in the fort of Bombay in memory of
his father. For his noble character and many excel-
lent virtues he was held in the highest estimation by
all classes and races of the people of Bombay, who
manifested the greatest grief at his death. The
Honourable Jonathan Duncan, Governor of Bombay,
on learning that he had breathed his last, went to St.
Thomas’s Cathedral, which is opposite the street in
which Ardeshir lived, and remained outside to view
the funeral, ordering the cathedral bell to be tolled
while the cortege passed down the street.

But the man who shed the greatest lustre on the
Parsi race in India was Jamshedji Jijibhai, a name
widely known throughout the whole of the civilised
world on account of his numerous munificent public
benefactions. He was born of poor but respectable
parents on the 15th of July 1783 at Navsari, in the
territory of the Gaikwar of Baroda. He came to Bom-
bay at an carly age and lived with his father-in-law,
whom he joined in business after he had served his
apprenticeship to him. Of a restless and adven-
turous disposition, he found his energies fettered in
Bombay. He therefore sought other fields for the
exercise of his commercial spirit, and in 1799, when
he had scarcely completed his sixteenth year, he
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made his first voyage to China in the service of a
Parsi merchant, who happened to be a relative of his.
After a short stay there he returned to India, but
he had seen too much of the vast field open to com-
merce in that country to remain long in Bombay.
He left the service of his father-in-law, and for the
second time started for China to trade on his own
account. Returning thence with a sufficient com-
petency, if not with wealth, he made three other
voyages to the country of the Celestials. His fourth
voyage proved singularly adventurous. Owing to
the war which was then going on between England
and France, the vessel in which he was a passenger,
the Brunswick, was captured by a French man-of-
war. He consequently was compelled to remain for
a time a prisoner in the hands of the French.

We give here a literal translation of a Gujarati
letter written by Jamshedji to a friend in Bombay in
1806 during his captivity on board the ship Bruns-
wick, which was captured by the French on her way
from India to China. Even at this distant date this
letter will be read with interest, not only on account
of the event which was sufficiently rare in that
period of the decline of French naval power and for
the incidents it relates, but because of the illus-
trious person who wrote it, and who in later years
proved to be one of the greatest benefactors not only
of his race but of mankind at large :—
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“On the 30th June last, at two o'clock, we em-
barked on board the ship Brunsunck, and sailed from
Bombay, and anchored off Undery Chandery. On
1st July we set sail again. On the 4th of the same
month the ship James Drummond parted our com-
pany, and the Cambrian on the 6th. The Sarah
joined us, and on reaching Point de Galle on the
11th we sighted two French men-of-war, the Marengo
of seventy-four guns and the frigate Belle-poule,
forty-four guns. The Brunswick made a signal, but
it was not answered. The Sarah was signalled to go
to shore, but the French man-of-war prevented her
doing so. At twelve o'clock they fired five guns, but
the Brunswick could return only two. We were
then boarded, when Captain Grant lowered the
colours, and delivered the ship over. At the same
time the man-of-war and the frigate took formal
possession of the Brunswick. They then turned
towards the Sarah, but she soon went out of sight,
and they had to come back unsuccessful. It was
said at the time that the Sarak struck against a rock
and was broken up. At night a close watch was
kept on us. On the morning of the 12th the captain,
the officers, and the crew were carried on board the
man-of-war, leaving the chief mate, the doctor, Mr.
Barrow, Mr. Morris, and the passengers, in the
Brunswick. At two o'clock a French captain, ship-
mates, and a number of crew came on board the
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Brunswick and took charge of her. The French man-
of-war and the frigate sailed towards the south of
Ceylon. On their way they met an American vessel,
which spoke of five British ships as cruising about the
Mauritius. The French squadron thereupon followed
us and overtook us on the 29th.

“ When the French captured us they inquired of
us where the James Drummond and Cambrian had
proceeded, and were told that they and the Brunswick
and Sarah had started with the intention of sailing
for China. There were some French prisoners on
board the Prime, who were sent to the Mauritius.
In consequence of this information the French man-
of-war and the frigate stayed at Ceylon for a further
period of about fifteen days. There was no water on
the Brunswick. The French, however, supplied water.
A sealed letter was delivered to the French captain,
with verbal instructions to open it when parting their
company, and to follow the directions therein given.

“In latitude 22 degrees, longitude 78, we sighted
eleven English ships on the 9th August. The
weather was then cloudy and the distance at which
we saw them great. The wind was blowing very
hard, and owing to the clouds one ship could not be
distinguished from the other. One vessel, however,
came forward and made a signal, to which the French
did not reply. The Brunswick was signalled, how-
ever, to continue her course. The English and French

VOL. I G
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vessels then took their course towards the Brunswick.
But the wind was so strong that they could not face
it. At six o'clock, however, the French and English
fired against each other for about half an hour, the
result being that the French lost seven men who were
killed, and fifteccn wounded. At night they furled
up the sails and anchored. The next morning the
English fleet formed up a line, five of the big ships in
front, and the remaining six in the rear. The French
were dismayed at the formidable array of ships, and,
thinking these ships carried eighty and seventy-
four guns respectively, turned back. But the English
men-of-war chased for two hours. The Brunswick,
as directed, continued her course, and arrived at
Madagascar, a Sidi’s country, on the 22d August.
Here we took provisions.and water, and again set
sail on the 31st August. On the 16th September we
sighted the Cape of Good Hope, and at midnight we
let go two of our anchors in Falsc Bay, thirty-five
fathoms decep. The wind being strong, both the
cables broke, and a third one was then cast. At six
o’clock on the morning of the 17th we cut the cable
and went away. We entered the Table Bay river
and sent a large boat to the man-of-war for a cable,
but the boisterous weather swamped the boat, and
we could get no cable, though we fired every moment
a signal gun. The Brunswick went ashore in the
river, and at nine o'clock struck the ground, and was
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a good deal shaken. Thank God! there being no
rock, but only sand, the vessel was not injured. We
asked the captain to let us go ashore, but he said the
admiral’s orders were not to permit any one to land.
We passed the night in a very sad mood. When we
were captured at Ceylon we asked the French captain
to allow us to go on shore, but he gave us hopes
that he would permit us to land at the Mauritius
and return the passengers their goods and articles.
The following day the admiral himself came on board,
when we entreated him to restore us our goods.
That high functionary informed us that our personal
luggage and provisions, but not the goods of trade,
would be given back to us. The captain thereupon
directed us to bring up our things, which we did.
He searched our kit, and he seized two pieces of
agabana (a kind of thin striped mull-mull), bags of
rice, and a case of liquor, belonging to me, but allowed
me to keep a small trunk with my wearing apparel.
I asked for a bag of rice, but it was refused. My
things were all put into a boat, and we were sent on
shore. Here we met Captain Grant, before whom we
all cried for our sufferings and privations. He con- .
soled and comforted us. We thanked God for having
freed us from the hands of the French. There was
an Englishman with us named Mr. Turner. He had
on board an American boat 3,000 dollars on account
of the Honourable East India Company. The officers
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and crew of the Brunswick were sent to Sessantilz,
where Mr. Turner resided. On the recommendation
of Captain Grant Mr. Turner took me to his house.
At the time there was a great scarcity of rice, and
even for 35 or 40 dollars one could not get a
bag of rice. There was an order that each man
was to eat half a pound of rice a day, wheaten cakes
and apes three days in a week. Sheep’s meat is
cheap, but the rest of edibles dear. On our voyage
to Madagascar we were ill treated by the Lascars, who
were sent from the men-of-war on board the Bruns-
wick. The French captain was informed that a
conspiracy was laid by the Parsi, Mussulman, and the
four Englishmen to murder him. Thereupon he put
us all under arrest, and we were threatened with
still worse treatment. But amongst the four English-
men there happened to be one who knew French,
and who explained the circumstances and got our kit
searched, and on finding no dangerous instruments
with any of us, the captain again set us at large.
Our troubles in this respect were inexpressible.

“ When we arrived at Sessantilz we found a Danish
ship ready to sail for Bengal. Captain Grant told us
that he would send us to Bengal by that ship. The
commander of that vessel said he had no berths
available. I said that I would be willing to be
stowed away in any part of the ship. The com-
mander asked eight hundred dollars for the Parsi and
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Mussulman passengers, stating that such was the
order of the owners. Captain Grant contended that
he carried passengers for Rs.400 a head from Bombay
to China, and that as these people were robbed, there
ouglit to be some concession made. But the com-
mander was inexorable. I argued that as we did not
want to sit at the table, nor ask for liquor or wine,
why such an exorbitant sum as eight hundred dollars
was demanded? Captain Grant persuaded us to
accept the offer, as no other vessel would be available
during the year; and if one was at our service, the
passage money would not be a jot less. Even if we
remained the scarcity of food was so great that
starvation stared us in the face. There was only
sheep’s meat obtainable, and during the captain’s
absence we would be neglected. I implored Captain
Grant to conclude the bargain one way or the other.
Eventually it was arranged that I should give a bill
of exchange on myself for eight hundred sika rupees,
payable in Calcutta, the whole passage money for all
of us being Rs.1,600.

“ At False Bay we requested Captain Grant to get
one bag of rice from the admiral, and the latter officer
gave a note for my things, but the French captain
flung it away. On the 21st September we sailed
from False Bay with one hundred pounds of rice
purchased with thirty dollars, and half a bag clan-
destinely taken by me. Before proceeding to St.
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Helena Captain Grant recommended me to Captain
Fasteau of the Danish ship. On board his vessel we
used to get one biscuit a head in the morning, and at
four or five o’clock some khichri or boiled rice. In
this manner we struggled on, bordering on starvation.
The Danish captain, for sixteen hundred sika rupees,
gave us such miserable berths that they were worse
than those on a country craft which we get for Rs.50 ;
but there was no help, as our nccessity was para-
mount. He gave one pot of water between nine men
both for cooking and drinking.

“For about fifteen days after we left Ceylon, till
we reached Achin, the cold was severe, severer than
that experienced in China. My sufferings and priva-
tions were such as I had never before experienced,
and I am unable to express them in writing.

“When the Brunswick struck on shore she made
seventeen fect of water; the pump was constantly at
work, day and night, but the quantity could not be
lessened. The cargo, consisting of shark-fins, bales
of cotton, and sandal-wood, was more or less damaged.
At the Cape, there being only two or three merchants,
they thought they would be able to buy up the goods
at a low price,—the rigging, cordage, masts, etc.,
being serviceable for the men-of-war. The merchants
at the Cape conjectured that, as there were no pur-
chasers, the ship and cargo would hardly fetch fifty
to sixty thousand dollars. But had the ship been to
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the Mauritius the goods would be sold at high prices,
as it was the entrepdt whence ships sailed with goods
for China; but they could not sail for that island, as
English men-of-war and frigates were cruising off
Mauritius. There they were taking on provisions and
water, and were awaiting the arrival of two frigates
from the Bay of Bengal. At the time we sailed
from False Bay we sighted something like a frigate
entering the river, but where she went we do not know.

“On the 26th November, while we were approaching
the Bay of Bengal, a French privateer, carrying four-
teen guns, steered towards us. Within the preceding
seven days she had captured three English ships,
with their captains, officers, and men, numbering one
hundred in all, who were put on board an American
vessel. The said privateer spoke to us and went
away. On the 28th November we anchored off the
harbour of the Bay of Bengal, waiting for a pilot to
steer us home. On the 2d December a boat came
alongside, in which were Captain Macnelance of the
ship Waldegrave (on his way from China to Bengal)
and Captain Dundas of the Pheniz. Both these
gentlemen came on board of our ship to ask for some-
thing to eat. But there was scarcely anything with
us. However, the captain gave them some ham,
beef, and biscuits. Captain Macnelance in reply to a
question informed me that the first fleet that had sailed
from Bombay was safe in China, and the last met him
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near Malacca. Everything in China was very dear
at the time, so much so that it baffled description.
On the 3d December we took the pilot, and on the
5th at midnight we safely landed at Calcutta.”

After a short stay at Calcutta Jamshedji returned
to Bombay. Shrewd, sagacious, and observant, with a
natural bent of mind for commercial pursuits, the ex-
perience that he acquired during his repeated visits to
China, and the knowledge he possessed of the chief
traders in that country, proved of incalculable value
to him. This experience he brought to bear on the
extensive transactions which he subsequently had
with China, Europe, and other parts of the world.
In his commercial transactions he was always guided
by strict integrity, industry, and punctuality, and
his example contributed to raise the reputation of
the Bombay merchant in the most distant markets.
His whole life was a practical illustration of the
truth of the proverb that ‘honesty is the best
policy,” and fortune smiled upon him and favoured
him abundantly in all his successive commercial
ventures. It is not surprising that he became in con-
sequence very wealthy.

But it was not the mere possession of wealth that
made his name memorable. It was the distribution
of that wealth with unparalleled benevolence and
an enlightened desire to attain the height of uscful-
ness, which was equally rare, that rendered him
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famous. His charitable acts began to be publicly
noticed in the year 1822, from which time until his
death in the year 1859 scarcely a year passed in
which he did not display in some signal manner that
spirit of liberality which called forth the blessings
and regard of his fellow-men, and earned for him
unprecedented honours from his gracious sovereign.
The capital of Western India, Surat, Navsari, and
other places in Gujarat, and Khandala and Poona
in the Deccan bear testimony to his liberality,
philanthropy, and public spirit. If a stranger landed
on the shores of Bombay and inquired what were the
works by which Sir Jamshedji Jijibhai had acquired
so much renown, it could not be long before he
found them out. In the words of the Hon. Mr.
Anderson, who spoke at the meeting for the
purpose of erecting a public statue to which we
shall hereafter refer, he would only need to glance
around in order to see hospitals which, besides the
tender offices they have performed for the afflicted,
have in conjunction with the Grant Medical College
procured for India the inestimable advantage of
possessing a body of skilled native medical prac-
titioners. He would also behold schools for the edu-
cation of poor Parsis. He would see a School of
Design by which a new impetus has been given to
the native mind by developing another vein of talent.
He would behold tanks, by which, to adopt the expres-
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sion of Edmund Burke, the industry of man carefully
husbands the precious gift of God. He would see—and
not only in Bombay; but also at Navsari in the north
and Khandala in the south—*“dharmshalas,” the homes
of charity, in which the houseless and the wanderer
find refuge and relief. He would behold the noble
causeway which unites the islands of Bombay and
Salsette. He would see the waterworks at Poona,
the bridges at Erla Parla and Bartha. He would
see roads, wells, aqueducts, and reservoirs. These,
however, are public benefactions patent to the world.
The extent of his private charities nobody can tell.
Nor were his charities confined to his own caste or
race. He gave indiscriminately without reference to
caste, colour, or creed. No matter how distant the
land or how different the race of people, his sym-
pathetic heart was always moved by their misfortunes,
and his purse was opened in order to relieve them.

So widely had the fame of his munificence spread
that in 1842 he received the honour of knighthood
from our gracious and most beloved sovereign the
Queen and Empress Victoria,—an honour which then
for the first time was conferred upon a native of India.
As such it was highly gratifying to Sir Jamshedji him-
self, and the Parsi community felt exceedingly proud
that the first native of India who was considered deserv-
ing of this high honour should be one of themselves.
They presented him with the following address of con-
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gratulation, and showed in a substantial manner their
appreciation of thehigh honour which their kinsmanand
co-religionist had received at the hands of the great
Queen of England. The general community felt highly
pleased, inasmuch as this act of their beloved sovereign
proved that they were not unthought of, and that
their loyalty and devotion were appreciated on the
Throne of England. This feeling and conviction no
doubt led to much good, and acted as a spur and
incentive in other breasts to follow the example of
the benevolent Parsi knight.

“To SIR JAMSHEDJI JLJIBHAI, KNIGHT.

“StrR—We, the undersigned Parsi and Hindu inhabitants of
Bombay, would not be doing justice to our feelings, and the feel-
ings of the community to which we belong, were we, on an occa-
sion like the present, to withhold the expression of our deep
sense of the gracious condescension and benevolent regard evinced
by Her Majesty the Queen towards her most faithful subjects in
this country, by conferring on a native of India the rank, dignity,
and privileges of a knight of the British realm ; or were we to
omit offering to you our sincere congratulation at your receiving
so honourable a token of Her Majesty's approbation of your
well-known public spirit and generous application of the means
placed by Providence at your disposal on works of public utility
and objects connected with the comfort, welfare, and happiness
of Her Majesty’s subjects under this Presidency.

“Though you are the first native on whom such a high
honour has been conferred, and though this is the first instance
of the acts and conduct of a native of British India attracting the
favourable notice of our Sovereign, it is impossible not to concur
in the justness of the sentiment which has already so generally
manifested itself that Her Majesty’s present act will strengthen
and confirm the feelings of loyal attachment towards her person
and Government of her native subjects throughout the length
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and breadth of this her extensive Indian empire ; while a strong
incentive will be created, which we are convinced will be
generally felt, to emulate those good deeds for which you have
been so distinguished.

“When we consider that but a few years ago, when it was
proposed to render natives eligible to serve on the Grand Jury,
and to hold commissions as Justices of the Peace, the measure
was opposed at the India House by all the Directors except the
late excellent Governor Sir James Carnac, our much-esteemed
and lamented friend Mr. John Forbes, and the present chairman
Mr. G. Lyall, and was at length carried only by the untiring
and philanthropic exertion of the then president of the Board of
Control, Lord Glenelg, aided by other tried and distinguished
friends of India, and contrast this with (what we understand to
be) the fact that the proposal to confer on you the honour of
knighthood was unanimously supported by that honourable body,
we cannot but rejoice at the change of feeling from that then
evinced towards the natives of this country. We hail it as the
harbinger of a brighter day for India, when Britain shall no
longer view her dominion here as a means of aggrandisement
for her own sons, but as a sacred trust, of which the paramount
object is the welfare of the children of the soil, and the improve-
ment and elevation of their moral and social condition.

“We shall not expatiate upon your princely donation of
a lakh and Rs.50,000 towards a foundation of a hospital for
all classes of the community ; your munificent offer to Govern-
ment to contribute Rs.50,000 towards the 'construction of a
causeway or velard at Mahim to connect Bombay and Salsette ;
the construction of a spacious building at Khandala, on the high
road to the Deccan, for the accommodation of travellers ; nor upon
the prompt and liberal relief which, from your own purse and
through your personal exertions, has been afforded to your fellow-
creatures in distress, especially on the two occasions on which the
city of Surat was visited with extensive and calamitous fires.
While in your private charities your hand has ever been ready to
alleviate the sufferings of the widow and orphan, the unfortunate
and the destitute, there are few public institutions at this
Presidency which have not shared largely in your bounty.
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Neither is it necessary to dwell upon the benefit which the trade
of this port has derived from the enterprise and magnitude of
your commercial operations, nor to point out the great extent
to which you have availed yourself of the means of doing good,
derived from your mercantile knowledge and experience, joined
to a conciliatory disposition and the probity of your character,
as well as from your position in the native community, by
arranging differences and settling disputes, so as to save the
parties from the evils of a tedious and expensive litigation.
But we would allude to these circumstances merely to show the
grounds of the high estimation in which you are universally held,
and of the feelings which have induced them to express our
gratification at the distinction which has been conferred upon
you—a gratification which derives no small addition from the
consideration of your being one of the principal members of our
community.

“To commemorate this auspicious event we request your
permission to apply a sum of money which we have subscribed
in forming a fund to be designated ‘Sir Jamshedji Jijibhai
Translation Fund,” and to be vested in trustees for the purpose
of being appropriated in defraying the expenses of translating
into the Gujarati language such books from the European and
Asiatic languages, whether ancient or modern, as may be approved
of by the committee, to be by them published and distributed
gratis, or at a low price, among the Parsi community, in further-
ance of the education of our people, of which you have ever been
a warm friend and zealous patron.

“We subscribe ourselves with sentiments of esteem and
respect, sir, your faithful and obliged servants.”

To this address Sir Jamshedji replied :—

“ MY DEAR FRIENDS—I feel deeply gratified to you for the
address which you have just presented to me. So distinguished
a mark of the esteem of my fellow-countrymen is an honour of
which I, and those who are most dear to me, may justly be
proud.

“To have been selected by my Sovereign as the native
through whom she was graciously pleased to extend the order of
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knighthood to her Indian subjects was, and ever must be, a
source of deep personal gratification to myself. But to receive
the congratulations of my fellow-countrymen in a manner at
once so kind and flattering,—to have this auspicious event com-
memorated by the creation of a charity, to be connected with my
name, and in the objects of which I so cordially concur, is a
source of inward pride and satisfaction, which, rising higher
than the gratification of mere worldly titles, will live with
me to my dying day.

“Your too kind and favourable mention of my acts of charity
has much affected me. The only merit I have a right to claim
for them is that they proceeded from a pure and heartfelt desire,
out of the abundance with which Providence has blessed me, to
ameliorate the condition of my fellow-creatures. With this no
unworthy motive was mixed ; I sought neither public honours
nor private applause, and, conscious of a singleness of purpose, I
have long since had my reward. When, therefore, Her Majesty’s
most gracious intentions were communicated to me, I felt deeply
gratified that I had unconsciously been the means of eliciting so
signal a mark of the good feelings of England towards the people
of India, and it is in this light that I prefer to consider the dis-
tinguished honour Her Majesty has conferred upon me, and that
also which I have received at your hands this day.

“ Nothing could please me more than the purposes to which
you propose to devote the funds that have been submitted. I
shall ever wish my name to be connected with every endeavour
to diffuse knowledge amongst our people ; and the surest way to
incite them to elevate and improve themselves, to fit them to
appreciate the blessings of the Government under which they live,
and to deserve those honours which have now for the first time
been extended to India, is to spread far and wide amongst them,
gratuitously or in a cheap form, translations into our own
language of the most approved authors. Connected with this
subject is a scheme that I have long contemplated for relieving
the distresses of the Parsi poor of Bombay, Surat, and its neigh-
bourhood. You know full well the state of misery in which
many of our people are living, and the hopeless ignorance in which
their children are permitted to grow up. My object is to create
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a fund, the interest of which shall be applied towards relieving
the indigent of our people and the education of their children,
and I now propose to invest the sum of Rs.300,000 in the
public securities, and place it at the disposal of trustees, who
with the interest shall carry out the object I have mentioned ;
and this trust I hope you will take under your care.

“ And now, my dear friends, let me once again thank you for
your kindness. There is nothing I value so highly as the good
opinion of my countrymen, nor anything I more anxiously desire
than their welfare and happiness.”

The patent of knighthood was publicly presented
to Sir Jamshedji Jijibhai by Sir George Anderson,
Governor of Bombay at the time, in the following
appropriate terms. He said :—

“S81r JamsHEDJI JuiBHAI—Her most Gracious
Majesty the Queen having been graciously pleased to
confer upon you the dignity of knighthood of the
United Kingdom, the patent has been transmitted to
me to present to you; and both Lord Fitzgerald,
the President of the Board of Control, and the
Honourable the Court of Directors, in transmitting
this instrument to me for this purpose, have expressed
their high gratification at your having received this
distinguished honour.

“The dignity of knighthood has ever, amongst
the natives of Europe, been considered as most
honourable. To attain this distinction has continu-
ally been the ambition of the highest minds and
noblest spirits, either by deeds of most daring valour
or by the exercise of the most eminent talent.
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“You, by your deeds for the good of mankind—
by your acts of princely munificence to alleviate the
pains of suffering humanity, have attained this honour,
and have become enrolled amongst the illustrious of
the land.

“This honour, of which you may be so justly
proud, cannot fail at the same time of being highly
satisfactory to your fellow-countrymen, who in this
distinguished mark of Her Majesty’s gracious favour
to you must see how equal is the consideration Her
Majesty extends to all classes of her subjects, and
that when deeds worthy of honour are done, upon all
will honour be conferred, however different the race,
or distant the country of her realm.

“To me who have so long known you, and have
so long and fully appreciated your truly estimable
character, it is most pleasing that it should have
fallen to my hands to present you with this patent of
kniglithood. I present it, congratulating you most
sincerely upon the distinction and honour which your
worth has achieved.”

The next year, 1843, Sir Jamshedji Jijibhai was
further honoured by the presentation of a medal
from the British Government. It bore on its face
the image of Her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen
encircled with diamonds. On the reverse was in-
scribed :—* Sir Jamshedji Jijibhai, Knight, from the
British Government in honour of his munificence
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and his patriotism.” It was forwarded to the
Governor of Bombay by the President of the Board
of Control for presentation “in whatever manner
might appear to -him to be most proper.” In ac-
cordance with the instructions this beautiful medal
was presented to Sir Jamshedji in the presence of
the members of the Government and of Sir Jam-
shedji’s friends by Sir George Arthur, the Governor
of Bombay, and, on handing the medal to Sir
Jamshedji, Sir George delivered the following ad-
dress :— '

“I could not, with perfect satisfaction to myself,
perform the pleasing task which has devolved upon
me without instituting some inquiry as to what
was the area of munificence and what the deeds of
patriotism to which the inscription refers. I learned
after very careful inquiries that the sums you had
publicly given, and which were mostly expended in
useful works for the general benefit of the country,
amounted to the amazing sum of upwards of
Rs.900,000, or more than £90,000 sterling. Well
indeed might Her Majesty’s Government designate
such liberality as acts of ‘munificence’ and deeds of
¢ patriotism.’

“Some men hope to distinguish themselves by
their courage and conduct in the field, and seek
military glory ; others to obtain honourable distine-
tion by their exertions in the senate and the
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cabinet ;—you, sir, have sought to distinguish your-
self by your philanthropy, your munificence, and
your patriotism: and you have, sir, your reward.
This beautiful medal, thus publicly presented to you
by Her Majesty’s command,—the esteem and appro-
bation of which this medal is a token,—these, sir, are
your rewards—the rewards of your ‘munificence’
and of your ¢ patriotism.’

“I could have wished, however, that to these two
words Her Majesty’s Government had added that of
‘ benevolence.’

“In inquiring what were the instances of public
munificence by which you had distinguished yourself,
it was impossible for me to avoid gaining an insight
into your acts of private charity; and according to
the best information I have been able to procure
through inquiries made with every desire to avoid
hurting your feelings, I have learned that your private
charities, though so bestowed that many of them are
unknown even to the members of your own family,
have been nearly as unbounded.

“For these acts of benevolence, sir, you may look
for another and a still higher reward at the close of
your well-spent life : when you shall lay your head
on your dying pillow, the remembrance that you
have so used the wealth with which Providence has
blessed you will be your greatest and best comfort,
and the thoughts of your numerous deeds of bene-
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volence and charity will at that moment be your
highest consolation.”

In acknowledging this high honour, the following
characteristic words of Sir Jamshedji among other
expressions of grateful thanks are worth recording in
these pages : —

“] shall hand down this medal to my children’s
children with pride and reverence! I shall teach
them to look upon it with feelings of veneration
towards the high source under whose sanction it has
been conferred,—to consider it as a token that our
gracious Sovereign and her Government take a
deep interest in all her distant subjects, and that
occasions are sought to prove it. They shall be
taught that fidelity to the British Crown is their
first duty,—loyalty the first virtue.”

Another signal honour which was conferred for the
first time on a native of India was the presentation
of the freedom of the city of London to the munifi-
cent Parsi knight. At a Common Council held at
the Mansion House, by the Lord Mayor of the city
of London, on the 14th day of April 1855, it was
unanimously resolved that the freedom of the city
be presented to Sir Jamshedji Jijibhai of Bombay, in
the East Indies, Knight, as a testimonial of the high
estimation entertained of him by the Corporation of
the city of London, and from respect for his justly
renowned character as a princely benefactor of
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his country and mankind,—a noble example of
blameless private life and public worth as a citizen
of Bombay, and of spotless commercial integrity
as a most eminent British subject and merchant
in India.

We have said before that Sir Jamshedji’s bene-
factions were not confined to his own race and
country. There are several instances on record in
which he rendered timely assistance when distress
or calamities occurred in other parts of the world.
“When the bones of thousands of heroic men,
Europeans and sepoys, were whitening in the snows
of Kabul, when famine decimated the Highlands of
Scotland, when a mysterious dispensation of Provi-
dence deprived the poor Irishmen of their daily food,
when the widows and the orphans of the brave men
who died for the right at Alma and Inkermann
stretched forth their hands for aid, none evinced a
more generous sympathy, none showed more alacrity
in giving bread to the hungry and binding up the
wounds of the broken-hearted than the benevolent
Parsi knight.”

We give prominent insertion here to a letter of
Baron M. F. Hausmann, the Prefect of the Seine,
addressed to the Lord Mayor of London, on the
receipt of a donation from Sir Jamshedji of £500,
for the benefit of the sufferers from the inundations
in France in 1856.
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“You have been kind enough to inform me that Sir Jamshedji
Jijibhai, merchant of Bombay, had sent you a sum of £500
for the benefit of the victims of the inundations in France,
and which you had directed Messrs. Rothschild to pay into my
hands.

“I have read with lively interest the letter which Sir
Jamshedji Jijibhai has addressed to you; and I congratulate
myself in the name of my native country upon the cordial senti-
ments which the alliance of France and England has awakened,
as well in your great colony as in the mother-country.

“Such generous proofs of sympathy call forth the entire
gratitude of the French nation: and, in addition to the political
alliance which unites the two Governments, such emanations of
sympathy create new bonds of friendship between the two
peoples at large,

“I beg you, my Lord, to be kind enough, in my name, and
in that of my fellow-citizens, to thank Sir Jamshedji Jijibhai for
his assistance. I am happy to pay this debt of gratitude to a
gentleman who has received from your gracious Queen and from
the Corporation such honourable distinction.”

Acts such as these undoubtedly create durable
bonds of friendship between different nations.

Sir Jamshedji’s grateful countrymen were not,
however, behindhand in recognising and publicly
testifying their respect for the good qualities which
distinguished this great man. In the month of
June 1856 a public meeting, organised by the
native population of Bombay, and cordially sup-
ported by the Europeans of the city, was held in
the town-hall. The object of the demonstration
was to vote a statue to the venerable knight, an
honour then unprecedented in the history of India.
Lord Elphinstone, the Governor of Bombay, who lent
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all his influence and support to the undertaking
by presiding at the meeting, made an eloquent and
impressive speech. He thought it was a good sign
when a community came forward of its own accord to
do homage to rcal worth, and that in honouring Sir
Jamshedji Jijibhai the community honoured itself.
He pointed out that Sir Jamshedji’s claims to their
respect and love did not rest solely upon the vast
sums which he had contributed to objects of charity
and other great undertakings of a public character.
His Lordship went on to remark that the extent of
those contributions was almost incredible—his public
benefactions alone amounting to a quarter of a million
sterling—and asked “ in what age and in what country
can we find another example of such princely munifi-
cence ?”  But it was not the amount only of Sir
Jamshedji’s charities that most commanded Lord
Elphinstone’s admiration. He said :—

“True liberality is shown in the manner of distri-
bution no less than in the amount. I will not go
back to the dark ages, and cite the times when
Christian monasteries and Buddhist wickaras were
endowed by men who sought to gain the favour of
Heaven by renouncing their possessions and perform-
ing what they considered an act of charity, and which
was certainly one of abnegation. I may, however,
refer to those who founded our great collegiate insti-
tutions, and to the monarchs who built the Hotel des
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Invalides at Paris, and Greenwich and Chelsea Hos-
pitals near London. The former afforded education
only to those who participated in the founder’s faith ;
the latter were for the worn-out soldiers and sailors of
the kings who established them. Far be it from me
to undervalue these noble foundations; but I cannot
help remarking that Sir Jamshedji’s benefactions, with
the sole exception, I believe, of the Parsi Benevolent
Institution, are made to the entire community, not for
Parsis only, but for Hindus, Jews, Christians, and
Mahomedans. It is this catholic character of Sir
Jamshedji’s benevolence—his sympathy for the poor
and suffering of all castes and creeds—that has won
for him the universal respect and esteem of all classes
of the community.”

Adverting to the question of the statue, Lord
Elphinstone said :—

“I hear that some object to a statue. It would be
more consistent, they say, with the character of the
man whom we seck to honour to make our tribute
assume the shape of a work of charity than a work of
art. I am unable to concur in this view. In the
first place, I would remark that Sir Jamshedji has
anticipated us in every work of charity with which we
might seek to connect his name. We have already
hospitals, ‘dbarmshalas,’ educational institutions, tanks,
causeways, and I know not how many other things,
intended for the relief and instruction and convenience
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of the people, called after him. Besides, I think we
may well wish to perpetuate among the worthies who
have a place in this hall, or our public streets, the
likeness of a man who has conferred such great benefits
upon the community, and who will leave behind him
so bright an example of all the qualities which dignify
the acquisition of wealth, and render its possession a
blessing. Most civilised nations, both in ancient and
modern times, have adopted this mode of honouring
distinguished public virtues and services. At Athens
we read that the porticoes were crowded with statues,
and at Rome the number in the forum became so great
that the censors, P. Cornelius Scipio and M. Papilius,
removed all those which had not been erected with
the sanction of the scnate and the people. It is not
likely that such an accumulation will take place any-
where in modern times,—least of all is it likely in
India; but if it were possible, I would venture to
predict that no future censor would be found to direct
the removal of the statue of Sir Jamshedji Jijibhai
from the spot where it is to be placed, and that it will
remain to distant generations a monument of the civic
virtues of the man, and of the gratitude of the com-
munity.”

The statue thus resolved upon was executed in
marble by the famous Italian artist, Baron Marochetti,
at a cost of £4,000. It adorns the town-hall of
Bombay by the side of those of his old friends Sir
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John Malcolm, Sir Charles Forbes, and Sir Bartle
Frere. It stands there as an example to all India of
what one of its noblest sons has done for its benefit,
as well as in proof of the appreciation of his worth
by his grateful fellow-citizens.

While we have thus dilated upon Sir Jamshedji’s
character for benevolence, we cannot omit to mention
that Lady Jamshedji was no less of a benevolent
disposition. To the poor and needy her helping hand
was always extended. The Mahim causeway, which
connects Bombay with Salsette, and which was built
at a cost of Rs.157,000, is a standing proof of her
wise liberality. Before the execution of this useful
work numbers of persons were drowned every year
in the roaring current, which had to be passed
through in crossing from one island to the other,
and it is owing to her merciful heart that hun-
dreds of lives have been saved since the building
of that causeway. The speech which Sir George
Arthur, Governor of Bombay, made at the opening
of this causeway brought out Lady Jamshedji’s
character in such bold relief that we are tempted
to give it here in its entirety. He said :—* This
is an occasion which affords me the highest gratifi-
cation, and I would wish to preface my remarks with
a few general observations. Some years back it was
suggested to the Government the desirableness of
erecting a causeway between Mahim and Bandora, but
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owing to the state of its finances the improvement
was abandoned, and for the present the matter fell to
the ground. Some three or four years back the then
Government caused a survey to be made, and the
estimate of the engineer was prepared and presented,
but owing to a demand on its resources from other
quarters they were compelled to postpone the con-
sideration of the subject. In the year 1841 very great
calamities occurred through the upsetting of from
fifteen to twenty boats while attempting, during the
monsoon, to cross the river, occasioning great loss of
life. Lady Jamshedji, on hearing of these dreadful
accidents, inquired, Why do not the Government build
a bridge across these waters to prevent such accidents ?
and, on hearing that for the present the rulers of the
land were not then prepared to carry out such pro-
jects as would prevent a recurrence of them, stated
that she herself, out of her private fortune, would
willingly defray the expense was she made acquainted
with the actual outlay required. Upon this an esti-
mate was framed, which, like the estimates of the
engineer officers generally, was in the end found to
be a very long way behind the actual cost. The
cstimate presented at that period computed that
Rs.67,000 were suflicient to complete the undertaking,
but after this sum had been expended it was found
that it was in comparison scarcely one-third of what
was absolutely nceded. Lady Jamshed;ji then, rather
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than that the work should stop, increased her dona-
tion to a lakh of rupees (100,000), and, on it being
intimated to her that even this sum was insufficient
to defray the expenses of items of outlay which had
not been included in the estimate, contributed a
further sum of Rs.10,000 shortly after her previous
contribution. The Court of Directors were then
applied to by the existing Government; but Lady
Jamshedji, fearing a delay in such an application,
further added to her former subscriptions the several
sums of Rs.4,000, Rs.6,000, and Rs.10,000, making a
total gift to this most useful and most important
undertaking of the sum of Rs.130,000. The reply of
the Court of Directors, with the usual liberality for
which they are famed, more particularly in any object
tending to promote the welfare and prosperity of the
natives of this country, acceded to the request that all
further expense should be defrayed by them, and the
work went on, advancing rapidly towards completion.
Only the day before yesterday I heard that a hand-
some approach was suggested to the causeway, and
that the want of further funds prohibited its being
carried into execution. I have since been informed
that on this circumstance reaching the ear of Lady
Jamshedji, she, with her usual unbounded liberality,
immediately consented to defray the expense, esti-
mated at about Rs.22,000, in addition to a former
Rs.5,000 required for the embankment, etc., thus
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making a grand total of the donations of this most
liberal and generous lady amounting, for this useful
undertaking alone, to the sum of Rs.157,000. Lady
Jamshedji had frequently urged that, as the poorer
classes of the community were concerned, it was no
more than right and just that the rich should contri-
bute to their wants. In thus noticing the liberality
of her ladyship, I cannot but avail myself of the
opportunity of mentioning circumstances which to
some here present may be totally unknown—I allude,
Sir Jamshedji, to the very great liberality of your
family. From a memorandum that I made some two
years back, and from what I have since been able to
collect, though many of your deeds of charity are
hidden from the sight of all men, I sum up that no
less a sum than £100,000 has been subscribed
by your family for public works; and when I come
to place this sum in juxtaposition with the gifts of
British merchants I say, Give me a Bombay mer-
chant. It matters not to what creed they may belong,
as they are created of one and the same God ; and the
act of benevolence and charity will, it is to be hoped,
have its weight eventually. I shall now conclude by
proposing the health of Lady Jamshedji, and that she
and Sir Jamshedji and family may for many years be
blessed with health and prosperity.”

We have referred to the high honour of knighthood
which Sir Jamshedji received from Her Gracious
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Majesty, and the mark of distinction which he re-
ceived from his grateful fellow-citizens in the shape
of a statue. But his honours did not cease here, for,
shortly before his death, Her Gracious Majesty was
pleased to raise him to the dignity of a baronet® of
the United Kingdom, which title has not to this
day been conferred upon any other native of India.
He died in 1859 at the patriarchal age of seventy-six.
The grief of the general community on that occasion
manifested itself in an intense form ; the banks, mer-
chants’ offices, and all the shops in the city were
closed as a mark of respect to his memory.

Sir Jamshedji left three sons and a daughter. The
eldest son, Kharshedji, succeeded to the baronetcy
and his father’s entailed estate. He and his brothers
inherited the spirit of their father. The Deccan
College is a monument of the second baronet’s en-
lightened liberality. He occupied his revered father’s
place in the community with equal dignity, and was
honoured and respected by all. Sir Seymour Fitz-
gerald, Governor of Bombay, conferred upon him the
distinction of a seat in the Legislative Council. On
his death, which took place in the year 1877, a public
mecting of the inhabitants of Bombay, European as
well as native, convened through the Sheriff, and pre-
sided over by Sir Richard Temple, the able, popular,

1 The patent of this baronetcy, which will be interesting to Parsi
readers, is given in the Appendix.
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and energetic Governor of Bombay, was held in the
town-hall, when it was resolved to perpetuate his
name in connection with some object or institution of
public utility, and a large sum, amounting to nearly
Rs.40,000, was at once subscribed for the purpose of
carrying out that resolution.

The second son, Rastamji, was also well known
for his liberal and charitable disposition. During the
American war he exported large quantities of cotton
to England, and amassed a considerable fortune. It
is said that his private charities were as unbounded
as his gains had been large. Many of the poor of
Bombay, Surat, Navsari, and other places in Gujarat
were the recipients of his bounty ; many public works,
such as “ dharmshalas,” drinking fountains, and roads,
bear testimony to his liberality. He established a
charitable school and a dispensary at Goa, for which,
and for many other benefactions in the Goa territories,
he was honoured by the King of Portugal with the
dignity of a Count. He gave contributions of thou-
sands of rupeces to the charitable funds of the Parsi
community ; and on his death, which took place in
the year 1872, the Parsis of Bombay raised a sum of
about Rs.25,000 in his honour, and made over the
same to the Parsi Panchayet.

Sorabji Jamshedji, the youngest of the three
sons of the first baronet, was equally benevolent.
He gave the Government the handsome sum of



CHAP. 11.] THE PRESENT BARONET. 111

Rs.50,000 for the purpose of building a high
school at Surat. He was a profound Persian scholar
and author of three works in the Gujarati language.
He died in the year 1881.

The present baronet, Sir Jamshedji Jijibhai, is
the eldest son of the second baronet. He is a young
man of the most amiable disposition, and, though
young in years, hag been elected by the whole Parsi
community as its leader. His election to this
position was an event in the history of the Parsis.
About three thousand Parsis assembled at Albless
Bag on the day of the meeting, and elected him
unanimously and amidst great enthusiasm as the
head of the Parsi community, a position which his
father and grandfather had held, in their cases not
by election but as natural leaders. He bears well and
creditably the hereditary honour which our gracious
Sovereign has bestowed upon his family, as well as
the additional distinctions conferred by his own com-
munity and the Government. In all public move-
ments he takes an enlightened lead, and is greatly
respected by all classes of the people. He is a member
of the Legislative Council of Bombay, and has recently
been favoured by Her Majesty the Queen-Empress of
India with the honour of a Companionship of the
Most Exalted Order of the Star of India.

Next in eminence to the first Parsi baronet was
the late Framji Kavasji Banaji He commenced
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business as a merchant in the year 1790, and in 1795
had become agent for the Honourable East India Com-
pany. From an early age he showed high capacity for
business, and during half a century he was one of the
most enlightened, energetic, and honourable merchants.
But his name will chiefly be remembered on account
of his benevolence and high character as a citizen, and
for his zealous and indefatigable exertions for the pro-
motion of the moral and physical improvement of his
countrymen. He was one of the most active of those
who shared or assisted in the educational movement
during the administration of the Honourable Mount-
stuart Elphinstone. He was a member for many
years of the late Board of Education, to which had
heen entrusted by Government the direction of educa-
tion in Western India. On his death, which occurred
in the year 1851, the Board, of which Sir Erskine
Perry, Chief-Justice of Her Majesty’s Supreme Court
at Bombay, was president, expressed themselves to
Government as follows :—* Framji Kavasji, Esquire,
resigned his scat, in consequence of his advanced
time of life. The eminent and good citizenship,
and zeal in supporting every measure for public
improvement, which distinguished our late much
esteemed colleague, are too well known to your
Lordship in council to need any notice from us,
but in recording his death, which subsequently
occurred, the Board feel a melancholy pleasure in
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thus publicly expressing the respect in which they
hold his memory.”

In reply the Government, through its secretary,
bore high testimony to Framji's worth in the
following words:—“I am instructed to observe
that the tribute which the Board have paid to the
late Framji Kavasji, Esquire, has been very pro-
perly rendered on this occasion to the memory of an
excellent and deserving man. The Right Honour-
able the Governor in Council gladly avails himself of
this opportunity again to express the high opinion
entertained by himself and his predecessors of the
worth of the deceased, as one who perceived that he
could best serve his country by encouraging educa-
tion, and who acted up to his persuasion.”

Framji Kavasji also distinguished himself by his
remarkable industry and a love for the extension of
agriculture in India, and for his exertions in that
direction he was justly styled the Lord Leicester of
Western India. On his estate at Pavai, about
eighteen miles from Bombay, he introduced the culti-
vation of cotton and tea, and planted a great quantity
of sugar-canes, indigo, and mulberries for silkworms,
and a large number of other valuable products of the
soil. Though he did not succeed to the extent of his
desires, he converted the place from a forest into a
fertile estate, yielding a net revenue of Rs.20,000
or £2,000 per annum. Among other improvements
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he introduced the Mauritius sugar-cane, which the
Government of Bombay with his co-operation sent
out over the Deccan and southern Maratha country,
where it has displaced most other varieties.

The labours of this the greatest native improver of
the soil in Western India will be best understood by
a perusal of an extract from a minute by Sir John
Malcolm, then Governor of Bombay. In his account
of the Indian administration he thus speaks of Pavai,
under the head of improvements in Salsette :—

“A grant was given to Framji of the fine estate of
Pavai, in perpetuity, at a moderate quit rent, on an
understanding that certain improvements were to be
made. My minute of the 30th of November 1830
fully explains how far that good and able man has
realised these expectations; I shall therefore quote it
as the best illustration of the consequences that have
already resulted from the measures adopted to pro-
mote the prosperity of Salsette. I lately paid a visit
to the estate of Framji Kavasji at Pavai, and never
was more gratified. This highly respectable native
has laid out much money in a variety of useful im-
provements; he has sunk a number of wells, has
built houses, made an excellent road, planted a great
quantity of sugar-cane, indigo, and mulberries for
silkworms; he has erected an excellent sugar-mill,
which I saw at work, and all the necessary buildings
of an indigo manufactory. But what I was most
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delighted with was the passionate fondness Framji
appeared to have for his estate. His projected im-
provements of a tank, a garden full of fruit trees of
every country, the erection of a bungalow for English
travellers, and a serai and stables at the spot where
the road to his estate leaves the Thana great road,
will be most useful to the public, as it is exactly half-
way between Bombay and Thana, and mark the
liberal spirit in which he has determined to fulfil the
obligation of his lease.

“ He evidently thinks less of profit than of being
the first native improver of the soil on a scale that
will match the science and enterprise of a European
settler. His ambition is directed by the possession
of this finc estate to the object of being a country
gentleman ; and, whatever be the pecuniary result to
him of his speculation, he will gain much in health,
reputation, and enjoyment, while Government will
eventually have a hundredfold for any petty im-
mediate or prospective sacrifices it may have made in
the mere value of the land or its produce.

“I was so gratified by what Framji showed me of
his actual improvements, and the plans he had in
contemplation, that I regretted not having provided
myself with an appropriate token of my marked
approbation of his public spirit and of the benefits
that might be derived from his example. To remedy
this forgetfulness I presented him, on the spot, with
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my own valuable watch and chain, expressing at the
same time, before the gentlemen who accompanied
me and a crowd of the natives employed or settled on
his estate, my delight with what I had witnessed,
and the gratification I should have in conveying to
the Board and to my superiors in England informa-
tion of all I had seen, and my sense of the value of
such improvements as he had made and projected,
both to the Government and to the country. Framji
Kavasji was delighted with the approbation I gave
him. He would persevere, he said, whatever dis-
couragement he might at first meet with in his plans;
my watch, he added, should be preserved in his
family ; and he deemed the gift bestowed on the
spot, and in the manner it was, as rendering stronger
than ever the pledge he had given to Government to
improve in every way the lands they have granted
him.”

The same distinguished statesman bears testimony
to the intelligence and enterprise of the Parsis in
the following words :—* There is no body of natives
in India so remarkable for their intelligence and
enterprise as the. Parsis. Bombay has owed its
advancement in a great degree to this class; and
in the actual condition of this Presidency it appears
to me a political consideration of much importance to
strengthen their attachment to Government by new
ties which are of a nature calculated to combine the
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promotion of their interests with those of the State.
Salsette is recommended to them by its vicinity to
Bombay, its excellent roads, and security. It may
not yield the profit they anticipate, but they will
render it a garden, and free us from trouble and
expense in its management; and, above all, it will
give to the wealthy and public-spirited men that
interest in the soil and that knowledge of the
benefits of works like roads, canals, and bridges,
which may be of the greatest use, both as it disposes
them to embark in works that advance the interests
of Government and the general prosperity of this
Presidency. The feelings which will be inspired and
the knowledge attained by men of this class being
landholders in Salsette will gradually lead them to
the Konkan and Deccan, where such persons are much
required to promote plans of improvement, without
which these countries will never pay the expenses of
their occupation and management.”

Framji Kavasji was the first Parsi—we may
safely say the first native of India—who sent a
present of that sweet and delicious fruit, the Bom-
bay mango, to Her Most Gracious Majesty the
Queen.!

1 The following letter accompanied the present :—

To Her MosT GRACIOUS MAJESTY THE QUEEN OF ENGLAND.
May it please your Majesty,
The improvement and extension of steam navigation have now
happily brought your Majesty’s dominions at home and your dominions
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Framji Kavasji's high character and virtues were
so deeply appreciated by all classes of his fellow-
citizens that on his death, which occurred at the ripe
old age of eighty-four, all classes of the community—
Europeans, Parsis, Hindus, and Mahomedans—joined
together in a public meeting, convened by the sheriff
in the town-hall of Bombay, for the purpose of
taking steps to preserve his memory. At this meet-
ing Mr. P. W. LeGeyt, a judge of the then Sadar
Adalat (Court of Appeal), presided. Framji's was
the first instance in the history of Western India
in which Europeans, as well as natives, joined to-
gether to do honour to the memory of a native of

in the Eastern world so closely together that I venture most humbly
and most respectfully to lay at your Majesty’s feet some specimens
of the celebrated Bombay mangoes, in the earnest hope that this
delicious fruit, which has never before been transmitted to Europe,
may reach your DMajesty in a state of preservation and prove
acceptable.

Such precautions have been adopted to preserve the fruit as appear
most efficacious, but if the botanists of your Majesty’s dominions at
home can prescribe a preferable method, it shall be adopted in the
transmission of further supplies of this or any other kind of fruit
peculiar to the country which has not hitherto been seen in Great
Britain.

Your Majesty’s most dutiful and faithful
Eastern subject,

FraMJ1 KavasJr
BoMmBay, 18th May 1838.

In acknowledgment of this present the Master of the Household
conveyed to him the Queen’s approbation of the zeal and enterprise
evinced by him, and Her Majesty’s gratification at the dutiful expres-
sion of loyalty by which his present was accompanied.
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India. It was resolved at the meeting to com-
memorate the name of Framji Kavasji by erecting
to his memory a building which should contain a
lecture room, laboratory, museum of art and industry,
and library, and to call it after him. This mode of
commemorating the work of this worthy Parsi was
peculiarly appropriate. It was such as would have
received the approbation of the worthy man himself,
as everything which had for its object the improve-
ment of the condition of his countrymen, either
intellectually, morally, or physically, had always
received his hearty support.

Framji Kavasji's high character will be best under-
stood from a speech delivered by Sir Erskine Perry
at this meeting. He said :—* I have been requested
to second this resolution ; and, tired as I am, having
been sitting in Court many hours to-day, I can-
not be silent upon the subject of it. You, as his
friend and as our colleague, Mr. Chairman, know
how highly I estimated the character of our deceased
friend. He was not a scholar, and for the last ten
years of his life he was not a wealthy man: indeed
he had fallen into evil days, and yet he managed to
secure the esteem and love of all who came within
his influence ; and the question which suggests itself
is—What were the qualities which won the esteem
and love which he possessed of all the inhabitants
of Bombay? His eminent good citizenship. He
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possessed that virtue, not common among people
now, in an eminent degree. It is a virtue too little
exemplified by our Hindu friends,—who, I hope,
will cxcuse me for so saying,—nor is it universal
among the Parsis, but it is more so among them than
among other classes. Framji Kavasji exercised that
virtue more than others of his countrymen : he was
a steady good citizen, bold enough to speak out his
opinion, and energetic to exert himself to do his
country good. These virtues we are desirous to see
universal.”

The institution thus founded to commemorate the
name of Framji Kavasji is “The Framji Kavasji
Institute,” now familiar to the citizens of Bombay,
where public meetings in support of all laudable
objects are held, and interesting lectures on scientific
and other subjects are delivered.

Framji Kavasji was one of the foremost among
those who assisted in the establishment of a good
English newspaper in Bombay. In chronicling his
death, which took place in the year 1851, Dr. Buist,
the editor, thus described in the Bombay Times (now
the Times of India) the circumstances which led to
the establishment of that paper, and the interest
which Framji took in bringing it into being:—*“A
vast addition to the number of the European com-
munity and increase to the mercantile enterprise of the
Presidency having been occasioned by the operations
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of the new charter, fostered as they were by the
exertions of a succession of able and patriotic adminis-
trations in the ‘period just preceding 1840, it became
apparent that new life-blood was wanted in the press,
and that newspapers must from henceforth have much
more important tasks to perform than the announce-
ment of the reliefs of the army, the chronicling of the
movements of the Governor, or festivals at Govern-
ment House, the accidents of the chase, or calamities
of famine or conflagration. A free press was desider-
ated for the advocacy of public measures now that
freedom of discussion had been permitted to news-
papers and a public created for their perusal, while the
opening up of the overland communication was begin-
ning to permit the transmission of enlightenment to
the people at home through the journals of India.
To this, as to all other changes in the political sky,
the subject of our notice was fully alive, and Framji
Kavasji was one of the first of those who exerted
themselves to bring into existence the journal which
now chronicles his demise.”

The Framji Kavasji Tank close to the Institute,
and the reservoir on the Obelisk road, for the pur-
pose of securing a permanent supply of water to the
public, are excellent monuments of Framji’s catholic
charity and benevolence. Framji Kavasji also contri-
buted a lakh of rupees towards building an “ Atash-
Behram ” or chief fire-temple in Bombay, which is
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called after his father’s name. The other contribu-
tors to this good work were his brother Kharshedji
Kavasji Banaji and his nephew Dadabhai Rastamji
Banaji.

Framji had two brothers, Rastamji Kavasji and
Kharshedji Kavasji, who were both men of mark.
With that enterprising spirit which has always dis-
tinguished the Parsis, Rastamji Kavasji went to
Calcutta to settle with his family. There he suc-
ceeded in establishing an extensive business as a
merchant and shipowner, and through his activity
and enterprise was well known throughout the East.
The failure of the Union Bank, of which he was one of
the largest sharcholders, and which was an unlimited
company, brought undeserved ruin upon him, and in
his misfortune he had the sympathy of every man in
Bengal where his benevolent and hospitable character
was generally recognised. On his death, which took
place in the year 1852, one of the leading Calcutta
papers said that “during his prosperity he sought
European society, and, breaking through the restraints
usual among his countrymen, did not hesitate to
introduce the ladies of his family to his guests, among
whom the Governor-General of India has more than
once been present. Rastamji was extremely liberal
while he had the means, and there must be many yet
living who have felt his kindness when it was of the
utmost value to them.” The Friend of India, then
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the foremost journal in India, said of him that “he
was remarkable not only for his enterprising spirit
but for his freedom from the prejudices of the East,
and for a European cast of thought peculiar to his
countrymen among Asiatics. In the days of his
prosperity he gave like a ‘merchant prince,’ and
sedulously emulated the example of his intimate
friend, Dwarkanath Tagore.”

Rastamji left two sons, Dadabhai and Manakji.
The former was in his day one of the most extensive
of the China merchants. The other, Manakji, is well
known in Calcutta as a leading citizen, and holds the
position of Persian Consul in that city. He once
filled the office of Sheriff of Calcutta.

Framji’s brother, Kharshedji Kavasji, was a highly
popular and respected member of the Parsi com-
munity. His business connections were as exten-
sive as those of his elder brothers. He was broker
to many European firms in Bombay, and possessed
great influence among the highest officials in the
Presidency. He was possessed of one great desire
which he carried out with all the means in his power.
He wished to see his co-religionists employed in trade
and industrial pursuits; and for that purpose he
advanced large sums of money to many people with
the view of giving them a start in life, never expecting
the amount to be returned unless it was done volun-
tarily. Hundreds of Parsis are now blessing his
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memory for what they enjoy. Kharshedji Kavasji,
like his brother Framji, gave a lakh of rupees towards
building an Atash-Behram, or chief fire-temple, in
memory of his father. The mantle of this branch of
the family has fallen on his grandson, Mr. Mancherji
Naorozji Banaji, who has been for several years
a member of the Municipal Corporation and Town
Council of Bombay.

Another Parsi family in which some of the best
traits of character that have distinguished our race in
the past generation—such as commercial enterprise,
industry, integrity, benevolence, and public spirit—
were most conspicuously shown forth was that of the

\‘ Vikajis. This family came originally from the small
seaport town of Tarapur in the Thana district, where
geveral of its members still own considerable pro-
perty. In the beginning of this century it was repre-
sented by the brothers Vikaji Merji and Pestanji
Merji, and by their cousins Beramji Bhimji and Hirji
Bhimji, of whom the eldest and most enterprising was

_ Vikaji. For several generations previously the chief
~ occupation of the family had been agriculture; but
these men departed from the traditional groove and
added to their old pursuit a new carcer of usefulness

for themselves, in which they attained, in an in-
credibly short time, an extraordinary degree of suc-

vy cess. They began by farming the revenues of a small
“mahal,” named “ Aseri,” in the Bassein district, under
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the government of the Peshwa. In course of time,
when the late East India Company succeeded to
the Peshwas of Poona, they were appointed farmers
of the land and sea customs of Northern Konkan.
In 1836 they were the sole farmers of the customs of
Northern and Southern Konkan and also of the land-
customs of the districts of Poona, Sholapur, Ahmed-
nagar, and a part of Khandesh. Their management
of these provinces was remarkable, on the one hand,
for the magnitude of its area and the vastness of its
resources, and, on the other, for a vigorous and well-
organised system in the administration of its details.
It was found to be so highly efficient that the
Thana collector of the day, in his report to the
Revenue Commissioner of Poona, dated the 81st of
August 1835, wrote of Vikaji Merji in these terms:
—*“He may well boast of never having given a single
cause to regret their (i.e. the British Government)
having given ‘to him, a private individual, the
management of an extent of territory and a sum of
money never before equalled in the records of any
Government.” The solid results of this policy on
Vikaji's part were that the State revenues of the
provinces within the seven years that they had been
administered by him were more than doubled without
at the same time appreciably adding to the burdens
of the subject. Synchronously with their official
connection with the State they also directed their
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energies to commercial business. At the highest
period of their prosperity in trade, which was from
1835 to 1845, they had their head-office in Bombay,
with branch firms and corresponding houses in every
important town of the Bombay Presidency, and also
in Calcutta, Singapore, and China. In 1825-26 they
imported the first batch that ever reached Bombay
of Berar cotton, in five hundred bullock-loads as an
experiment, and this they subsequently followed up
by numerous other efforts in the same direction,
notwithstanding the thousand and one difficulties
which nature and the Nizam’s officials created
in those days of comparative ignorance and little
or no communication. They were the first to erect
cotton screws and presses at Khangam and in the
neighbouring cotton districts. They made various
cart-roads over the Ghats between the Berars and
the Malabar coast, and built bridges over streams
and rivers for the speedy transit of merchandise
between Bombay and the Deccan. In a word, they
were the pioneers and founders of the cotton trade
between the Nizam’s Dominions and the Bombay
Presidency, the value of which to England and India
can in these days only be estimated by crores of
rupees. In 1830 they were specially invited by the
Nizam’s minister, Raja Chandu Lal, to open banking
firms in his territories, and in this line of business
they displayed such energy and tact that, within a
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year or two of their connection with the Nizam’s
Government, the firm of *“Pestanji Vikaji” of Hydra-
bad became its principal banking-house, lending to
the Government for State purposes, including the
expenditure on military forces, several lakhs of rupees
every year.

From 1835 to 1845 their direct advances to the
State amounted to the gigantic sum of one crore and
eight lakhs of rupees (£1,080,000), out of which
no less than eighty-three lakhs were handed over
t