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History is a mirror of the past
And a lesson for the present.

A Persian Proverb.
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3733CONNATanA.

THE OPENING SURA OF THE KoORAN.,

CHAPTER XLIV

THE CAREER OF MOHAMED AT MECCA

Praise be to God, the Lord of creation,

The most merciful, the most compassionate !

Ruler of the day of Reckoning!

Thee we worship, and invoke for help.

Lead us in the straight path;

The path of those towards whom Thou hast been gracious ;

Not of those against whom Thy wrath is kindled, or that walk in error.

The Fatiha or Opening Sura of the Koran.

A Description of Arabia.—The rise of Islam® was an
event of such overwhelming importance to Persia that,
although some of its results have been referred to in the
previous chapter, it seems advisable to deal with it in a
connected way from the beginning.?

The peninsula of Arabia, with an area four times as
large as France, has a central tableland termed Nejd,

1 Islam signifies * Submission to the will of God.” A follower of the religion is
termed a Mussulman, Muslim, or Moslem, the second form being the participle of
Islam. The term “ Mohamedan’’ is not usually applied by Moslems to themselves,
except 8o far as it has been adopted owing to European influence.

2 Among the authorities consulted are The Caliphate and also The Life of Makomet,

by Sir Wiltiam Muir 5 Gesckichte der Chalifen (4 vols.), by Dr. Gustave Weil; A4

Literary History of the Arabs, by R. A. Nicholson ; and Arabia, the Cradle of Islam, by
Rev. S. M. Zwemer,

VOL. II I B
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which covers one-half of the peninsula and averages some
3000 feet in altitude. Round this in every direction,
and especially to the south, lie deserts. Beyond these
wastes stretch chains of mountains, for the most part low
and barren, but in Oman to the east and in the Yemen
to the west attaining considerable elevation. The coast
line of Arabia, backed by an unbroken mountain barrier,
extends down the Red Sea to the Straits of Bab-ul- Mandeb,
or “ Gate of Tears,” thence in an east-north-easterly direc-
tion to Ras-ul-Hadd, and so round to the Persian Gulf,
a total distance of four thousand miles, in which hardly
a single good natural harbour or inlet is to be found. The
peninsula is therefore difficult of access from every quarter,
a fact recognized by its inhabitants, who call it Fazirar-ul-
Arab, or “the Island of the Arabs.” Nor are its internal
communications good ; for the great desert, the Rub-al-
Khali, or “ Solitary Quarter,” has, from time immemorial,
divided the country, separating the north from the south.
It is in consequence, perhaps, of this natural barrier that
we find at an early period the rude nomads of the north
speaking Arabic and the more civilized inhabitants of
Yemen and the south Himyarite, a tongue which died
out before the sixth century of our era, leaving Arabic
supreme.

In the physical geography of Persia we noted the
remarkable fact that between the Indus and the Shatt-ul-
Arab no river of any importance reaches the sea. Persia
is a country of riverless desert, with a rainfall of less than
ten inches in the north and perhaps five inches in the
south ; but Arabia is less favoured still. There also
desert is the salient feature, and no rivers are to be
found ; but both in its deserts and in its lack of water
Arabia is more “intense,” to use the geographical term,
than neighbouring Iran.

The Importance of Mecca.— On the trade with the
East, rather than upon any local products, depended the
prosperity of Arabia. Even as far back as the tenth
century B.c. the spices, peacocks, and apes of India were
brought by ship to the coast of Oman. From the Hadra-
maut, the province lying opposite India, the caravan route
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ran to Marib, the capital of the Sabaean kingdom, and
thence by way of Mecca and Petra to Gaza. A glance at
the map will show how Mecca, which lay about half-way
between the Hadramaut and Petra, must have benefited
by this land commerce, and explain why it became a
centre of population and a resort of merchants.

The importance of this trade is shown in the book of
Ezekiel, in which the prophet refers as follows to the
riches of Tyre:! “ Arabia, and all the princes of Kedar,
they occupied with thee in lambs, and rams, and goats:
in these were they thy merchants. The merchants of
Sheba and Raamah, they were thy merchants: they
occupied in thy fairs with chief of all spices, and with
all precious stones, and gold. Haran, and Canneh, and
Eden, the merchants of Sheba, Asshur, and Chilmad,
were thy merchants.”

This quotation from a Jewish prophet, who is known
to have been sent into captivity by the orders of Nebu-
chadnezzar in 599 B.c., sufficiently attests the ancient im-
portance of this trade, and it is of special interest to find
that Aden, the Eden of Ezekiel, was known by the same
name more than two thousand years before it was annexed
by Great Britain. It was probably in the first century of
the Christian era that the Indian trade began to pass by
water through the Bab-ul-Mandeb and up the Red Sea,
with the result that the caravan routes were gradually
deserted and the erstwhile thriving cities dwindled and
waned.

The Ancient Religion of the Arabs.—Muir, our great
authority,” believes that the religious rites practised at
Mecca can be traced to the Yemen, of which district its
earliest inhabitants were probably natives. They brought
with them the system of Sabeanism, which implied belief
in one God coupled with worship of the heavenly bodies.
To-day the survivors of the sect, many of whom live in
the neighbourhood of Basra and Mohamera, are mis-
named ¢ Christians of St. John the Baptist” by travellers,
although they speak of themselves as Mandeans. They

1 Chap. xxvii. 21-23.
2 T have not gone into the sources of the biography of Mohamed, but would refer
the student to chap. i. of Muir’s work.
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practise baptism and ceremonial ablutions, hold the book
of Psalms to be sacred, and adore especially the north
star.!  Edwin Arnold has expressed the debt due to
Sabeanism in the following words: ¢Islam was born in
the desert, with Arab Sabeanism for its mother and
Judaism for its father; its foster-nurse was FEastern
Christianity.” There is much truth in this view.

The ancient Arabians had seven temples, dedicated to
the seven planets. They also worshipped goddesses,
three of whom are mentioned in the Koran under the
names of Allat, the special idol of Mecca; Al-Uzza,? the
planet Venus; and Mana, a sacred stone. There was also
an idol for every day of the year in the temple at Mecca.

The Kaaba.—The centre of worship at Mecca was the
Kaaba.®? This sacred temple contained, embedded in the
eastern corner, a reddish-black stone, which is believed to
be a meteorite ; it is semicircular in shape and very small,
measuring only some six inches by eight. This was
reverently kissed by pilgrims, who made seven circuits
round the sacred building. In the case of the « Lesser
Pilgrimage ” it was also necessary to walk seven times
between the hills of Safa and Marwa ; and in the “Greater
Pilgrimage ”* Arafat, a small hill to the east of Mecca, had
to be visited, stones had to be cast against the Evil One
in the Mina valley, and the pilgrimage concluded by the
sacrifice of victims. The strength of Jewish influence
accounts for the reputed connexion of this pre-Moslem
ritual with Abraham ; the deserted Ishmael is believed to
have discovered the sacred well Zemzem by kicking the
ground, and it was Abraham and Isaac who built the
Kaaba and instituted the pilgrimage.

The Ancestors of the Prophet Mohamed.—Among the
Arabs birth was of the first importance, and consequently
a brief account must be given of Mohamed’s ancestry and
tribe. Towards the middle of the fifth century a certain

1 Vide Zwemer's Arabia, the Cradle of Islam, chap. xxviii., for an interesting account
of the modern Sabeans. The Arabs gave them the name of A/-Maghtasila, or “The
Washers,” from their ceremonial ablutions, and this, being misunderstood by the Portu-
guese, gave rise to the misnomer mentioned above.

2 It was in honour of this goddess that Mundhir, the Saracen Prince of Hira, sacri-
ficed 400 nuns, as mentioned in Chapter XXX1X,

3 The word signifies a cube,
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Kussai, chief of the Kureish? tribe, was the ruler of Mecca,
and he gathered into the city his fellow-tribesmen. Apart
from the civil rights which conferred on him leadership in
war and jurisdiction in peace, Kussai held the keys of the
Kaaba, which gave him the prerogative of providing water
for the pilgrims. After his death and that of his eldest
son a feud broke out among his descendants. The elder
branch refused to share any of their privileges with the
younger, and for a while it seemed likely that the dispute
would be settled by the sword. The supporters of the
elder branch dipped their hands into a bowl of blood and
invoked the aid of the gods, and Hashim, the leader of
the younger, also swore an oath with much circumstance.
Ultimately it was decided that the custody of the keys
and the right of raising the war banner should be re-
tained by the elder branch, but that the younger should
provide the pilgrims with water and food.

As the years went by, Hashim, a striking personality,
acquired a great reputation for generous hospitality, and
in consequence he was envied by his nephew Omayya,
who in vain attempted to rival him. At length Omayya
challenged his uncle to a trial before a judge, who was to
pronounce upon the question of personal merit. Hashim
was forced by tribal opinion to take up the challenge, but
on the condition, demanded by him, that the loser should
pay fifty black-eyed camels and leave Mecca for ten years.
The decision was given in his favour, and Omayya quitted
Mecca for Syria, after handing over the fifty camels, which
were slaughtered to make a feast. The incident is of im-
portance, because from it dates the rivalry between the
Omayyad and Hashimite factions, a rivalry destined to
bear baleful fruit. About a.n. 500 Hashim in mature
age married an heiress of Medina, and from this mar-
riage a son, Shiba, was born. Hashim died.in a.p. 510,
and his prerogatives passed to his elder brother Al-Mut-
talib, who continued the family tradition of open-handed
hospitality.

Shiba was allowed to live for some years at Medina,

! Kureish is believed to be derived from a word signifying a “highly-bred camel.”
If this be correct, it is a curious coincidence that Zoroaster’s name is supposed to have
an almost similar meaning. »ide Chapter IX.
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but at last his uncle brought him to Mecca, where he was
at first mistaken for a slave and called Abdul Muttalib,
or “The Slave of Muttalib,” a sobriquet which stuck to
him through life. A family quarrel concerning property
was decided in his favour on the arrival of eighty of his
maternal relatives from Medina, and when Al-Muttalib
died he succeeded to his dignities. For some time his
influence was slight, as he had only one son ; but one day
he was so fortunate as to rediscover the site of the sacred
well of Zemzem, which had existed, as we have seen,
in ancient times. The possession of this well at once
gave its owner immense power in thirsty Mecca,and with
the birth of other sons his prestige became as great as that
of his father. But he had made a rash vow that, if granted
ten sons, he would sacrifice one of them to the Fates.
When the number was reached lots were cast and fell on
Abdulla, the youngest. As the father was preparing to
fulfil his dreadful oath, he was persuaded to cast lots
between the boy and ten camels, which represented the
blood fine for a man’s life. Nine times the lot fell upon
the boy, but at the tenth throw it fell at last on the camels.
They were slaughtered to the number of one hundred
and given to the inhabitants of Mecca.

Abdulla, who was thus saved from death, upon reach-
ing the age of twenty-four, was married by his father to a
relative, Amina® by name. Directly after the marriage he
started on a trading expedition to Syria. On his return
he died at Medina, and on the 20th of August, A.p. §70,
his widow gave birth to a son, who was Mohamed® the
Prophet.

The Political Situation in Arabia before and after the
Birth of the Prophet.—Among the earliest foreign rela-
tions of the Kureish tribe which have been recorded is
a so-called treaty concluded by Hashim with the Ghas-
sanide prince, a Christianized Arab Shaykh, whose capital,
Bostra, lay to the east of the Jordan. Hashim is also
said to have received a rescript from the Emperor allow-
ing the Kureish to travel in Syria, but in all probability it

! Amina is the feminine form of Amin, signifying  trustworthy.” The name of the
Prophet is more correctly written Muhammad. The word signifies * The Praised.”
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was the local representative of the Emperor who signed
the document.

In Chapter XL. reference has been made to the in-
vasion and occupation of the Yemen by the Abyssinians,
whose capital at that period was Axum, near the Red Sea
littoral. In a.p. §70, the year of the Prophet’s birth,
Abraha,! the capable Abyssinian Viceroy, marched on
Mecca, ostensibly to avenge an insult offered to the
church at Sana, but probably intending to destroy the
Kaaba from political motives. Brushing aside all oppo-
sition, he reached Tayif, three stages east of the Sacred
City. Thence he despatched raiding parties which cap-
tured, among other live stock, two hundred camels
belonging to Abdul Muttalib. Following with his
main body, which included that portentous monster an
elephant, he halted outside Mecca and sent envoys to
inform the panic-stricken Arabs that he had no desire
to injure them but was determined to destroy the
Kaaba. Abdul Muttalib proceeded to the camp of the
enemy to treat with Abraha, who restored his camels
but would not be turned from his purpose.

The legend runs that Abdul Muttalib would only
ask for his camels, and in reply to a contemptuous
remark from Abraha retorted that the Kaaba needed
no human defender. On the fateful day the elephant
refused to advance, and the failure of the expedition is
commemorated in the following verses from the Koran :
“Hast thou not seen how thy Lord dealt with the army
of the Elephant? Did he not cause their stratagem to
miscarry ?  And he sent against them flocks of little
birds which cast upon them small clay stones, and made
them like unto the stubble of which the cattle have eaten.”
The passage is a glorified description of an epidemic of
small-pox—also termed ¢ small stones”” in Arabic—which
is historical. The Abyssinian army retreated, and Abraha
died at Sana of the foul disease. The news that the Kaaba
had been protected by divine intervention must have
spread far and wide, and greatly enhanced both the
sanctity of the Shrine and the prestige of the Kureish.

1 Abraha is the Abyssinian form of Ibrahim or Abraham.
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Upon the death of Abraha his son Yaksum held
the viceroyalty for only four years, to be succeeded by
Masruk. It was during Masruk’s reign that the famous
expedition was despatched by Noshirwan, which resulted
in the expulsion of the Abyssinians and the reinstate-
ment of the old Himyarite monarchs under the suzerainty
of the Great King. Tabari,) who is the authority for
this campaign, states that Saif, upon his accession to the
throne, was visited by Abdul Muttalib, who is known
to have died in a.n. §78. Consequently the date of this
campaign must have been between a.p. 574 and a.p. 578.

The Childhood, Youth, and Early Manhood of Mohamed.
—The prospects of the infant Mohamed were not bright.
His father was dead and his entire property consisted of
a slave girl, five camels, some goats, and a house. At
the same time he possessed powerful relations. In
accordance with custom, the infant was entrusted to a
nomad woman, Halima of the Beni Sad, and among the
free sons of the desert Mohamed remained until he was
six years old. His constitution benefited by the open-
air life, although apparently he was subject to epileptic
fits. Moreover, the Beni Sad were held to speak the
purest Arabic, and the Prophet in after years used to
boast, “Verily, I am the most perfect Arab amongst
you ; my descent is from the Kureish, and my tongue
is the tongue of the Beni Sad.” Among a people who
counted eloquence as the highest of gifts, this upbringing
was of great advantage. It is to the credit of Mohamed
that he never forgot his foster-mother, and always treated
her and her family with generosity and kindness. In his
sixth year the lad was taken back to Medina, and when he
returned there forty-seven years afterwards he was able to
identify the house and to recall the details of the life he
had led in it.

Amina shortly afterwards decided to take the child
to Mecca, but died on the road. The orphan was most
kindly treated by his grandfather until his own death,
which occurred when Mohamed was eight years old.
With this event the Hashimite branch of the family

1 Vol. ii. pp. 203 ff.
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suffered a loss of prestige and influence which accrued to
the Omayyad section instead, and remained with it until
the conquest of Mecca by the Prophet.

Abu Talib, the uncle to whom the orphan had been
entrusted, treated him with the utmost affection, a fact
which seems to indicate that the boy possessed attractive
qualities. When only twelve years old he was taken by
his guardian on a caravan journey to Syria, which must
have enlarged the horizon of his experience.

At the annual fair held at Ocatz, to the east of Mecca,
his young mind was doubtless influenced by listening
to the contests in poetry among bards of the various
tribes. There he would also hear Jewish and Christian
preachers. About this period, during the time of the
fair, a blood feud arose through the murder of a chief
of the Hawazin by a rival, who had a confederate
among the Kureish. This occasioned several desperate
skirmishes, at one of which the Prophet was present ;
but he did not distinguish himself. Indeed, at no time
in his career did he display martial qualities.

Apart from these skirmishes, dignified by the name
of the Sacrilegious War, the Prophet spent his youth
as a shepherd, a mean occupation which usually fell to
the lot of slaves. In after years he said, “ Verily there
hath been no prophet raised up, who performed not
the work of a shepherd.” He must have been held in
esteem at Mecca, since it is recorded that he was termed
Al-Amin or ¢ The Faithful.”

But for the poverty of Abu Talib, it is possible that
Mohamed would have continued to lead a shepherd’s
life, which suited his reserved and meditative nature.
But at the age of twenty-five necessity drove him to
Syria in part charge of a caravan belonging to Khadija,
a wealthy widow of the Kureish. At Bostra he bartered
his goods successfully, and upon his return Khadija fell
in love with the handsome youth, and married him after
obtaining her father’s consent by a ruse. The marriage
was happy and Mohamed lived contentedly with Khadija,
although his two sons both died. It appears that, while
continuing to manage her own affairs as before, she
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admired her husband’s qualities and realized that he was
no ordinary man.

Time passed, and when Mohamed was about thirty-
five years of age the Kaaba was rebuilt. Each of the
four divisions of the Kureish took charge of a wall, and
when the structure had risen 4 or § feet above the
ground, the Black Stone had to be built once again into
the east corner. The question who should have the
honour of placing the stone into position led to heated
debate until an aged citizen suggested that the first
man to arrive on the spot should be asked to decide.
By chance Mohamed came up, and, being informed of
the case, placed the stone on his cloak and called on
each chief to raise a corner of it. Thus the stone was
borne into the new temple, where the hands of Mohamed
set it in position. He may well have thought that his
opportune arrival was divinely ordained. As mentioned
in Chapter XLIL., the battle of Zu-Kar was fought between
A.D. 604 and 611. Mohamed, who followed such events
with the keenest interest, upon hearing of the victory of
the Arabs, is said to have exclaimed, “This is the first
day whereon the Arabs have obtained satisfaction from
the Persians ; through me have they obtained help!™
Little that is worthy of note has been recorded of this
period. Mohamed, relieved of all worldly cares and
surrounded by a few faithful friends and kinsmen, was
able to devote himself to contemplation and prayer, and
it is related that, like other Prophets, he frequently went
into the desert to meditate.

The Divine Commission conveyed by Gabriel.—Muir’s
work is nowhere more masterly than in his analysis of
the steps which led Mohamed to proclaim himself the
Prophet of God. “He was seated or wandering amidst
the peaks of Hira, buried no doubt in reveries, when
suddenly an apparition rose before him. The heavenly
Visitant stood clear and close beside him in a vision. It
was no other than Gabriel,! the Messenger of God, who now
appeared in the sky, and, approaching within ¢ two bows’
length,” brought from his Master this memorable behest :

1 Muir considers that Mohamed confused Gabriel with the Holy Ghost.
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Recite in the name of the Lord who created,—
Created Man from nought but congealed blood ;—
Recite ! for thy Lord is beneficent.

It is He who hath taught (to write) with the pen ;—
Hath taught man that which he knoweth not.”? . . .

The Assumption of the Prophetical Office, o.p. 613-614.
—In a.p. 613-614, the forty-fourth year of his life, we
find Mohamed proclaiming himself a divinely inspired
Prophet, sent by God to the people of Arabia. His
followers, though very few, were both honest and devoted.
Among them were Khadija, his wife, Zayd, his adopted
son, and Ali, son of Abu Talib, his cousin. Of far greater
weight was the adherence of Abu Bekr, a member of the
Kureish, a man of substance, and of the highest personal
character. Other converts included Sad, Othman, and
Abdur Rahman, who himself brought four more con-
verts. 'Thus slowly during the three or four years which
followed the assumption of the prophetic office some forty
followers, all of them loyal to the core, threw in their
lot with Mohamed.

The behaviour of his fellow-citizens was such as might
have been expected. At first, having known Mohamed
from boyhood, they treated his claims with contempt, and
regarded him as a harmless visionary ; but gradually,
owing to their connexion with the Kaaba, these feelings
changed into open hostility, which showed itself in perse-
cution. This drewall the more attention to the doctrines
expounded by the Prophet, who was himself protected by
Abu Talib. Others, however, who had no protectors
were imprisoned or exposed to the glare of the sun or
ill-treated in other ways.

The Temporary Emigration to Abyssinia, A.D. 61§.—
So hot did the persecution become and so black the out- -
look that Mohamed recommended his followers to seck a
temporary asylum in Christian Abyssinia, and in aA.p. 61§
a party of eleven men fled to the port of Shuayba, near
Jeddah, and thence reached Africa in safety.

The historical interview with the Negus is recorded

1 This, the ninety-sixth sura or chapter, was the starting-point of Islam, and
Mohamed himself used to refer to it as his first inspired utterance.
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by Ibn Hisham,' and the narrative presents a truly remark-
able picture of early Islam. In reply to a question by the
Negus as to why the refugees, although separated from
their own people, entered not into the Christian religion,
the Moslem leader said, “O King! We were a barbarous
folk, worshipping idols, eating carrion, committing shame-
ful deeds, violating the ties of consanguinity, and evilly
entreating our neighbours, the strong among us con-
suming the weak ; and thus we continued until God sent
unto us an Apostle from our midst, whose pedigree and
integrity and faithfulness and purity of life we knew, to
summon us to God, that we should declare His unity,
and worship Him, and put away the stones and idols
which we and our fathers used to worship in His stead ;
and he bade us be truthful in speech, and faithful in the
fulfilment of our trusts, and observing of the ties of con-
sanguinity and the duties of neighbours, and to refrain
from forbidden things and from blood ; and he forbade
immoral acts and deceitful words, and consuming the
property of orphans, and slandering virtuous women ;
and he commanded us to worship God, and to associate
naught else with Him, and to pray and give alms and
fast.” Well might the Negus weep upon hearing this
exposition of faith, and exclaim, ¢ Verily, this and that
which Moses brought emanate from one Lamp !

1 Ibn Hisham wrote the earliest biography of the Prophet about a.p. 828.
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QUOTATION FROM THE KORAN.
(From a MS. in the British Museum.)

CHAPTER XLV

THE FLIGHT TO MEDINA AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF
ISLAM

O true believers, take not my enemy and your enemy for your friends,
showing kindness toward them ; since they believe not in the truth which
hath come unto you, having expelled the apostle and yourselves from your
native city, because ye believe in God, your Lord.—T%e Koran.

The Hijra, or *“ Flight,” to Medina, a.n. 622.—The
claims of Mohamed made but slow progress as the years
passed. The enmity of the Kureish was so intense that
for two or three years they placed the Hashimite section
of the tribe under a ban and refused to have any dealings
with them ; and the Prophet had the misfortune to lose
by death not only the faithful Khadija but also Abu Talib,
whose unswerving support of his nephew, although he
himself remained an idolater, affords a fine testimony to
the nobility of both.

Shortly after the death of Khadija, Mohamed attempted
to convert the men of neighbouring Tayif, but the mission
was a complete failure. He left the city, pursued by the
rabble, and returned to Mecca hopeless as to the future.
But brighter days were in store, for his teaching had made
so deep an impression on pilgrims from Medina that the

13
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majority of its Arab inhabitants became converted to his
creed, and the Jews, who formed a large percentage of the
population, observed in amazement that the idols were
thrown down and that belief in one God was acknowledged.

An invitation to leave hostile Mecca for friendly
Medina was given by a band of seventy leading citizens
at a secret meeting held near Mecca, and shortly after this
the Prophet’s adherents began to migrate in small parties.
Mohamed and the faithful Abu Bekr remained until the
last. To put their enemies off the track they first hid in
a cave to the south of Mecca for a few days, and then, in
the fifty-third year of the Prophet’s life, on June 20,
A.D. 622, the famous journey was begun. From this date
the Moslem era starts, the word Hijra, incorrectly written
Hegira, signifying “Flight.” No saying is truer than
that ““a prophet is not without honour, but in his own
country, and among his own kin, and in his own house,”
and, had not Mohamed been strong enough to face the
odium of what the Arabs regarded as a deed of shame by
quitting his own people and proceeding to Medina, Islam
would in all probability have died with its Prophet, now
already in middle age.

The Erection of the First Mosque at Medina.—At
Medina he was received with honour and rejoicing, and
was pressed by various leading men to become their
guest. Unwilling to identify himself with any one tribe,
he courteously replied that where the camel sat down
there would he dwell. The beast stopped and sat down
in a large open courtyard in the eastern quarter of the
city. Mohamed purchased the land, and erected upon it
the first mosque, a square building of stone, brick, and
palm logs. The Kibla, towards which the faithful prayed,
was Jerusalem. The Azan, or Call to Prayer, was now
instituted, running as follows: “Great is the Lord!
Great is the Lord ! I bear witness that there is no God
but the Lord: I bear witness that Mohamed is the
Prophet of God. Come unto prayer: Come unto Salva-
tion. God is Great! God is Great! There is no God
but the Lord!” The traveller from the West to this
day finds nothing more solemn or more striking than to
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xwv  THE ESTABLISHMENT OF ISLAM 15

be awakened in the early dawn by the beautiful cadence
of this call to prayer.

The Breach with the Fews.—In spite of the welcome
given to the Prophet and the support of his kinsmen,
he encountered not only local jealousies but the hostility
of the three tribes of Jews towards the new religion.
In token of his breach with these, he suddenly directed
the faithful to follow his example and pray towards
Mecca. This reversal of custom was upon the whole
a politic stroke ; for, although it laid Mohamed open to
a charge of inconsistency, it must have gratified the people
of Arabia by preserving to Mecca its pre-eminence in the
ceremonial of the new faith.

The Battle of Badr, a.u. 2 (623), and the Expulsion of
the Beni Kainucas.—For some six months after their arrival
at Medina the Mubhajarin, or “ Refugees,” were busily
occupied in settling down, and in sending for their
families, whom the Kureish allowed to depart, although
they might well have kept them as hostages. Attacks
were then made on the Mecca caravans trading with
Syria, but at first without result. In the second year
of the Hijra, however, a small caravan was captured on
the road between Mecca and Tayif, and a member of
the Kureish tribe was killed. Such was Mohamed’s first
success.

He was soon to gain a greater victory, the results of
which all Moslem historians have rightly regarded as
marking a new era for the religion he taught. Hearing
that a rich caravan belonging to Mecca was on its way
back from Syria, the Prophet proceeded to Badr with
300 men hoping to intercept it. News, however, reached
Mecca, and the full force of the Kureish marched out to
the rescue. The caravan meanwhile escaped by travelling
off the main route, and the Prophet, upon reaching Badr,
learned that an army of goo Kureish was encamped in
the neighbourhood. His enemies, upon learning that
the caravan was safe, were not anxious to fight with their
fellow-tribesmen ; but Mohamed, feeling that he must
/Fin or retreat in disgrace, decided to attack. The battle,
4s was customary, was preceded by single combats, in
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which the Moslems were invariably successful, and in the
engagement which ensued they carried all before them,
the Kureish fleeing, after sustaining a loss of forty-nine
killed against fourteen on the other side. Among the
slain were some of Mohamed’s leading enemies, and those
among the prisoners who were specially obnoxious to the
Moslems were butchered in cold blood. The remainder
were taken to Medina, where they were well treated until
ransomed. Of the rich spoil taken the Prophet reserved
one-fifth for himself, and divided the remainder equally.
The victory of Badr was a turning-point in Islam ; for if
the Prophet had returned to Medina a fugitive, his enemies
would probably have prevailed against him. As it was,
his success against a force of the Kureish three times as
strong as his own justified him before his followers in
ascribing the victory to divine aid. In the eighth sura
we read, “ And ye slew them not, but God slew them.”

The year after the battle of Badr Mohamed felt himself
strong enough to attack the Beni Kainucas, one of the
three tribes of Jews resident in Medina. The other two
made no attempt to come to the aid of their co-religionists,
and the unfortunate Beni Kainucas were forced by lack of
supplies to submit. The Prophet at first intended to
massacre all the men, but in the end they were permitted
to leave Medina after being stripped of their property.
As they were goldsmiths and armourers by occupation
their departure did not furnish landed property to the
Moslems.

The Battle of Ohod, au. 3 (625%), and the Expulsion of
the Beni Nazir.—The career of the Prophet was not
without vicissitudes. In a.n. 3 (625) a Kureish force
3000 strong, burning to avenge the defeat at Badr,
attacked the Moslem army, which only mustered 1000
men, at Ohod, outside Medina. As at Badr, the Moslems
had the advantage in the single combats, but in the general
hand-to-hand contest which ensued, the superior numbers
of the Kureish won the day. Mohamed was wounded,
and but for his foresight in fighting with his back to
some crags, there might well have been an irretrievable
disaster. ~As it was, he lost seventy-four warriors, and his
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prestige was sensibly lowered. But his burning eloquence
gradually persuaded his followers that these reverses were
but to test them, and in the following year he strengthened
his position by driving out the second of the Jewish
tribes. The Beni Nazir were agriculturists, and when
they yielded and quitted Medina, the Prophet was able
to distribute rich lands and date-groves among his chief
supporters.

The Siege of Medina and the Massacre of the Beni
Koreitza, a.u. § (627).—Two years after the battle of
Ohod a still larger army of the Kureish, 10,000 strong,
marched on Medina. There could be no thought of
meeting such an overwhelming force in the field ; so
by the advice of Salman, a Persian captive, Medina was
fortified. This unexpected artifice, held to be unworthy
of Arabs, entirely bafled the Kureish, who after making
some unsuccessful assaults broke up camp and marched
off. Upon their retirement Mohamed massacred the Beni
Koreitza, the third Jewish tribe residing in Medina, which
had had dealings with the invaders, and his followers bene-
fited by the rich booty thus acquired. By the repulse of
the Kureish the disgrace of Ohod had been wiped out,
and the position of Mohamed, whose enemies, the Jews,
had disappeared from Medina, was now supreme in that
city.

yT}ze Truce of Hodeibiay a.H. 6 (628).—The next im-
portant step taken by the Prophet was to attempt the
pilgrimage to Mecca. This was in the sixth year after
the Hijra, and although the Kureish refused to permit
Mohamed and his followers to enter the Sacred City, a
truce was made, known as the Truce of Hodeibia, and it
was agreed that the pilgrims would be admitted in the
following year.

The Embassies sent by Mokamed, a.u. 7 (628).—Few
events in the life of Mohamed are of greater interest than
the letters sent by him to Heraclius, to the Great King,
to the Governors of Yemen and of Egypt, and to the
King of Abyssinia. That to the Great King is said to
have run as follows : “In the name of God, the Merciful,
the Compassionate. From Mohamed, the Apostle of

VOL. 11 c
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God to Khusru son of Hormuzd. But to proceed.
Verily I extol unto thee God, beside whom there is no
other God. O Khusru! Submlt and thou shalt be safe,
or else prepare to wage with God and with his Apostle
a war which shall not find them helpless! Farewell!”
According to the legend, the Great King tore up the
epistle, and the Prophet on hearing of it prayed, “ Even
thus, O Lord ! rend Thou his kingdom from him !”

The Conguest of Khaybar, a.u. 77 (628).—The conquest
of Khaybar, a rich district inhabited by Jews and situated
about one hundred miles north of Medina, was the next
exploit of the conquering Prophet. The Jews were
surprised and offered but little resistance after the death
of their champion Merhab, who was cut in two by Alj,
now the son-in-law of the Prophet, whose daughter
Fatima he had married. The theme is a popular one in
Persian art. The seizure of the land by Mohamed added
considerably to his resources, and the booty was very
rich. Moreover, he had now destroyed the last centre
of Judaism in the vicinity of Medina, and henceforward
there is little or no mention of the Jews.

The “ Fulfilled Pilgrimage,” a.u. 7 (629).—Perhaps
there is no more extraordinary event in the history of
the Prophet than the ¢ Fulfilled Pilgrimage.” In accord-
ance with their agreement the Kureish vacated the city of
Mecca for three days, and Mohamed at the head of 2000
men performed the rites by encircling the sacred spot
seven times, riding seven times between Safa and Marwa,
and sacrificing the victims brought from Medina. On
the following day the azan was sounded, and Mohamed
led the service in the same manner as at Medina, while
the Kureish from the adjacent hills looked down with
wonder at the extraordinary spectacle. The pilgrimage
undoubtedly augmented the prestige of the Prophet, who
was shortly afterwards joined by Khalid, the great general,
and by other men of importance.

The Batile of Muta, a.u. 8 (629).—The raids from
Medina now extended to the borders of Syria, and so
great was the alarm inspired by Mohamed’s activity that
at Muta, near the Dead Sea, his main force of 3000 men
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was opposed by the imperial troops. Charged by a
Roman phalanx supported by Arabs on either flank, Zayd,
the commander, and his successors were killed one by one,
and only the genius of Khalid saved the defeat from
becoming a disaster. As it was, the losses were heavy.

The Capture of Mecca, a.H. 8 (630).—The defeat at
Muta cannot have shaken the prestige of the Prophet
very severely, since a few months later he crowned his
successful career by suddenly marching on Mecca at the
head of 10,000 men. No resistance was attempted, and
as he treated his fellow-tribesmen with magnanimity, they
became converts in large numbers. After superintending
the destruction of the idols in the sacred enclosure,
Mohamed gave orders for all private images to be broken.
This was effected without difficulty, and thus without a
single battle the sacred city of Mecca was won and with
it the hegemony of Arabia. This achievement was com-
pleted by the crushing of the Hawazin tribe which
occupied the country to the south-east of Mecca.

The Last Campaign of Mohamed, a.H. 9 (630).—The
campaign of Tebuk was the last undertaken by the Prophet
in person. He heard that the Emperor was organizing
a large force, and with remarkable courage and energy
prepared to meet it. He assembled a powerful army,
said to have numbered 30,000, of which one-third was
cavalry, and marched to Tebuk, to the east of the Gulf of
Akaba. There he learned that there was no truth in the
rumours of invasion, and consequently directed his efforts
to extending and consolidating his power. The Christian
prince of Ayla, at the head of the Gulf of Akaba, sum-
moned to submit and pay tribute, immediately complied,
and with him a treaty was concluded. Duma was captured
by Khalid, and its Christian chief embraced Islam. After
these successes the Prophet returned home with greatly
increased prestige, and when Tayif| the last town to resist
him, surrendered, his power reached its zenith.

The Final Orders of the Propher.—At the end of a.H. 9
(631) Mohamed promulgated at Mecca by the mouth of
Ali the famous “ Release,” allowing idolaters four months
in which to embrace Islam, and giving notice that in case
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of refusal they would be crushed. To Jews and Christians,
as possessing revealed scriptures, slightly better terms were
announced. They were, however, to be reduced to tribute
and humbled. This proclamation was followed up by the
despatch of embassies to every part of Arabia, the whole
of which, including even distant Oman, submitted to the
now all-powerful Prophet, and embraced Islam.

The * Farewell Pilgrimage,’ a.H. 10 (630).— The
venerable Prophet was sixty-three years of age and full
of honour when he made what is known as the “ Farewell
Pilgrimage.” This set the seal on his success, and it is
impossible to follow him to it without sympathy and
appreciation of his achievements. His farewell to the
people of Mecca ends with the exclamation, “ O Lord ! 1
have delivered my message and discharged my Ministry.”

The Death of Mohamed, a.H. 11 (632).—Shortly after
his return from Mecca, Mohamed was seized with fever,
and for some days suffered severely. One morning, as
Abu Bekr was leading the prayers, the congregation was
delighted by the appearance of the Prophet, who spoke to
the people after the service. But this was a last effort,
and the exhaustion it occasioned brought on his death.

His Character—No impartial student surveying the
career and character of Mohamed can fail to acknowledge
his loftiness of purpose, his moral courage, his sincerity,
his simplicity, and his kindness. To these qualities must
be added unsparing energy and a genius for diplomacy.
Muir is well advised in distinguishing between the early
period of adversity and the later years in which success
and power were achieved ; for it was almost inevitable
that as the Prophet became the ruler of Arabia the worldly
side of his character should develop at the expense of
the spiritual. Instances of cruelty and treachery are
undoubtedly proved against him ; but it is always to be
borne in mind that in judging this extraordinary man we
must apply not the standard of our own time, but that
of a period and of a world in which cruelty was rife.
Like Solomon, whom he resembled in character, he became
uxorious in his old age, and for this characteristic also the
same allowance must be made. Itis certain that he never
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lost the love and admiration of men of the highest
character, such as Abu Bekr and Omar, and to the end he
retained his simplicity, his kindliness, and his courtesy to
rich and poor alike. Moreover, he continued throughout
his career to proclaim himself “a simple prophet and a
warner,” though he might easily have made higher claims.

The introduction of Islam brought many benefits
to the Arabs. It taught the unity of God, enjoined
brotherly love towards all fellow-believers, proscribed
infanticide, secured rights for women and consideration
for slaves. Alcohol was strictly forbidden. Impartial
observers have told me that in India Islam has raised
millions of men in self-respect and other virtues to a
wonderful extent, and 1 have already shown how benefi-
cent was its effect upon the Arabs. In the case of the
Mongols the change was no less marked, as may be seen
by contrasting the savagery of Chengiz with the kind-
ness, the consideration, and the justice of Ghazan, whose
many virtues were undoubtedly due to his genuine con-
version to Islam. In Africa, too, when the negro adopts
Islam he generally rises in the scale of humanity. While
remaining an African, he is better dressed, better mannered,
and altogether a better and cleaner man. On the other
hand, a negro when Christianized is sometimes unable to
assimilate our more complex civilization, and in such cases
becomes a caricature of the European. These remarks
apply to a certain extent to the Asiatic also, but in a lesser
degree, because the Semite and the Aryan start from
ancient civilizations of their own.

If, as I believe, religion is made for man and not man
for religion, it is impossible to withhold approval and
admiration from a man whose achievements have been so
great. But against these undoubted benefits of Islam
there are some things to be set on the other side. The
list includes polygamy, the seclusion and veiling of women,
slavery, narrowness of thought, and harsh treatment of
non-Moslems. As for polygamy, it is slowly dying out
owing to progress and economic circumstances, and the
veil too, with all that it stands for, is beginning to disappear
in Turkey. It must be recollected that even in Christian
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Spain the women are partially secluded, and perhaps
wisely.

We come to slavery. In Persia, at any rate, slaves are
kept only as domestic servants, and are particularly well
treated, being with reason trusted more than hired servants.
Can we, with a recollection of Hawkins, who bought
negroes in Africa to sell in America, throw stones at
slavery among Moslems ? I think not. Freedom of
thought and private judgment are gradually asserting
themselves among Moslems, just as among Roman
Catholics, however much the mu/las in the one case
or the Pope in the other may deny these privileges.
Moreover, until quite modern times it has been the
general custom of man to persecute those from whom he
differed on religious grounds, and the Moslems certainly
have not treated Christians more harshly than the inquisi-
tors did. Toleration is, in fact, a sentiment of recent
growth.

If the lives of great men are studied, imperfections
are invariably revealed, and in many cases the greater the
man the more conspicuous the faults. Personally I hold
that Mohamed was, with all his human frailties, one of
the greatest of mankind ; that he was impelled by the
highest motives to beat down idolatry and fill its place
with the much higher conception of Islam, and that by so
doing he rendered an immense service to the human race,
a service to which I pay homage.

The Koran—The scriptures of Islam, known as the
Koran,! consist exclusively of the revelations which
Mohamed claimed to receive through Gabriel as messages
direct from God. These messages were received through-
out the twenty-three years of his prophetical life, and were
recited by Mohamed before his followers and committed
both to memory and to writing. In the stage of culture
which prevailed at that period in Arabia writing was a
rare accomplishment, and the general belief is that the
Prophet himself could neither read nor write ; memory
was therefore much stronger than among civilized races,

1 Koran signifies “reading aloud.” The syllable .4/ which is occasionally prefixed
is the Arabic for the definite article.
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and during the lifetime of Mohamed many of his followers
had committed to memory the whole of the Koran. To-
day the title of Hafiz, which implies this sacred accom-
plishment, is one of honour. But it must not be
supposed that during Mohamed’s life the order of the
various chapters and verses was settled. Indeed we know
that this was not the case, for Omar, after the overthrow
of Moseilama, pointed out to Abu Bekr that the losses
among the reciters of the Koran had been heavy, and
suggested that its various portions should be collected.
This pious task was entrusted to Zayd, the Chief Secretary
of the Prophet, who sought out the fragments and
gathered them together, “from date-leaves, from tablets of
white stone and from the breasts of men.” This was the
official and authoritative edition ; but a generation later,
under Othman, a second edition was prepared by a com-
mittee consisting of Zayd and three members of the
Kureish tribe. The original copy of the first edition was
produced for this purpose, and a final authoritative edition
was prepared, all existing copies being burned after its
issue. In consequence of this care, there is no question
whatever that the Koran, as read to—day all “over the
Moslem world, is identical with that published during the
Caliphate of Othman. In the sequence of some of the
verses there is confusion, but throughout there is no
question as to the genuineness and accuracy of the verses.
When we consider the times in which they had their
origin this is extraordinary.

The Koran is universally admitted to be written in
the most perfect Arabic, the dialect of the Kureish tribe,
and it is held to be as much a masterpiece of literature as
we esteem our Bible to be. Moreover, the Koran is read
to-day exactly as it was dictated by Mohamed, whereas
we cannot deny that the Bible is a translation.

To enlarge upon the doctrine preached in the Koran
would be beyond the scope of this work. The one aim
and object of Mohamed in the Meccan suras was to
convert his fellow-countrymen from idolatry to the worship
of one God. To effect this, the Prophet, who deeply felt
his responsibility, extolled the omnipotence of God and
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derided the impotence of the idols. The penalties of
hell and the pleasures of Paradise are gr aphlcally described,

and throughout, as Nicholson says, his genius proclaxms
itself by grand lyrical outbursts.” Asan example I quote
one of the early suras, which runs :

When the Sky shall be severed,

And when the Stars shall be shivered,

And when the Seas to mingle shall be suffered,

And when the graves shall be uncovered—

A soul shall know that which it hath deferred or delivered.!

O Man, what beguiled thee against thy gracious Master to rebel,

Who created thee and fashioned thee right and thy frame did fairly
build ?

He composed thee in whatever form he willed.

Nay, but you disbelieve in the Ordeal ! 2

Verily over you are Recorders honourable,

Your deeds inscribing without fail.

To conclude, the revelations at Medina deal with
what may be termed the business side of religion ; laws,
ordinances, and manifestos all finding place side by side
with occasional but rare outbursts of flaming genius.
Yet behind it all were the call to monotheism and the
denunciation of idolatry, on which the Koran can claim,
and justly claim, to stand.

1 Le. what it has done or left undone.
2 The Last Judgment.
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Father of Hasan, Father of Dust, The Victorious Lion of Allah, The Commander
of the Faithful, Ali son of Abu Talib, on Him be Peace |

THE TITLES OF ALL
(Through the courtesy of H.E. the Persian Minister.)

CHAPTER XLVI

ISLAM UNDER THE FIRST FOUR CALIPHS

Politically Persia ceased for a while to enjoy a scparate national existence,
being merged in that great Muhammadan Empire which stretched from
Gibraltar to the Jaxartes, but in the intellectual domain she soon began to
assert the supremacy to which the ability and subtlety of her people entitled
her.—BROWNE. ]

The Period of the Caliphate, a.p. 632—1258.—The
Caliphate began with the election of Abu Bekr in a.p. 632
and lasted until a.p. 1258, when Hulagu Khan sacked
Baghdad and put Motasim Billah to death. For nearly
three centuries after this catastrophe the title of Caliph
was perpetuated in Egypt by descendants of the House
of Abbas who lived under the protection of its Mameluke
rulers, until in A.D. 1§17 Sultan Selim, the Osmanli, having
conquered the Mameluke dynasty, induced the helpless
Caliph to transfer to him the title and insignia. It is
on this transaction (recorded in Chapter LXIL.) that the
Sultans of Turkey base their claim to the sacred position
of Caliph and to other high titles.

The Caliphate falls into three well-defined periods :

25
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1. That of the First Four Caliphs, a.p. 632-661, the
period of the Theocracy of Islam.!

2. The Omayyad Caliphs a.p. 661-749, the period of
Pagan Reaction.

3. The Abbasid Caliphs, a.p. 7491258, the period
of Persian Ascendancy.

The Genealogical Table of the Kureish.—In order to
show the descent of the various dynasties, and their claims
of kinship with the Prophet, it is convenient to give the
following genealogical table, which is taken from Lane-
Poole’s Mohamedan Dynasties, an invaluable guide to the
student :

Kureish
|
Abd-Manaf
L 1
Hashim Abd-Shams
| |
Abdul Muttalib Omayya
| [ THE OMAYYAD
Abdulla Abu Talib Abbas CALIPHS
l
MOHAMED
(the Prophet) THE ABBASID
CALIPHS
Fatima = Al
] L. R %
Hasan Husayn
THE IMAMS.

The Election of Abu Bekr.—Even before the Prophet
was buried, there was very nearly bloodshed in Medina at
the meeting at which Abu Bekr was chosen to be the
Caliph,? or “Successor”’ of the Prophet. He was sixty
years old at the time of his election, and was naturally of
a mild character. But belief in the Prophet filled him with
a moral courage unsurpassed in the records of history.

1 Vide Browne, ap. cit. p. 210,
2 Khalifa Rasul Illah, or * Successor of the Prophet of God,” is the full title.
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The Rebellions, a.H. 11 (632).—Before his illness the
Prophet had given orders for an expedition to avenge the
disaster of Muta ; but Osama, its commander, on hearing
of the calamity which had befallen Islam, brought back the
banner entrusted to him. Abu Bekr showed his fearless-
ness by immediately insisting that this expedition should
be carried through, although it left the city almost defence-
less, and his decision was justified by the result. Yet the
courage it showed was extraordinary ; for insurrections
broke out all over Arabia, and only Medina, Mecca, and
Tayif stood firm for Islam. Medina itself was besieged,
or rather blockaded, by neighbouring tribes, but Abu Bekr
called out every man capable of bearing arms, attacked the
Beduins, and drove them off with slaughter. As Muir
points out, defeat at this juncture might well have in-
volved the disappearance of Islam, and to Abu Bekr must
be given all credit for the victory. After two months of
serious danger the return of Osama as a victor enabled
the Caliph, whose prestige must have been enormously
enhanced, to crush the insurrections.

With supreme confidence Abu Bekr summoned the
leaders of Islam, and, dividing Arabia into eleven districts,
despatched a column to each. The most important
command was given to Khalid, whose first act was to
march north to attack the Beni Tayy and Beni Asad, who
had espoused the cause of Toleiha, a rival prophet. The
Beni Tayy were won over by diplomacy, while the Beni
Asad deserted their Prophet in the battle and then
submitted.

In a second campaign the Beni Temim were massacred
by Khalid. But his hardest fight was with Moseilama, a
rival Prophet, who was supported by the Beni Hanifa of
Yemama, at the back of Al-Katif, a tribe which numbered
40,000 fighting men. The struggle was desperate, and
in the first charge the Moslems were beaten back to
their camp. But they rallied and broke the Beni Hanifa,
who took refuge in a walled garden. The Moslem heroes
leapt down among them, and the “ Garden of Death,”
as it was termed from the slaughter, was never forgotten.
In the slaughter, which was terrible on both sides, the

[ 4
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Moslems lost 1200 men, among whom were thirty-nine
warriors bearing the honoured title of Ashab or “ Com-
panions ” of the Prophet. This was the crowning victory,
and a few months later, within a year of Mohamed’s
death, peace reigned once again in Arabia, every district
of which had been visited by the irresistible columns of
Abu Bekr.

The Batile on the Yermuk, au. 13 (634).—In Chap-
ter XLIII. I have confined myself to the campaigns waged
against Iran ; it will be appropriate here to give a brief
account of the wonderful exploits of Islam in other fields.
It must be borne in mind that almost our sole authority
for these is Arab tradition. But although in details this
is naturally partial and one-sided, there is little or no
doubt as to the main facts.

The victories of Abu Bekr left the Arab tribes
defeated and sullen; but the call to war and plunder
welded them together and, as success followed success,
tribe after tribe not only sent out its fighting men,
but marched in its entirety to settle in more fertile lands.

The strategy of the Caliph in attacking the Roman
and Persian Empires simultaneously must have seemed to
be midsummer madness, and, judged by all ordinary
canons, so it was. But in the end the madmen won,
although they were compelled from time to time to neglect
one field of operations in order to ensure success in
another.

In a.n. 12 (633) Khalid started on his victorious
career against the Persian Empire, and in the same year a
second Khalid, son of Said, was despatched with instruc-
tions to organize the friendly tribes on the Syrian frontier,
but to avoid fighting unless attacked. Having in aA.H. 13
(634) incautiously pushed northwards towards Damascus,
he found his communications cut near the Sea of Tiberias,
and thereupon fled panic-stricken, leaving his camp to the
enemy. The retreating Arabs were rallied by Ikrima,
who had already distinguished himself in the Hadramaut,
and Abu Bekr sent such large reinforcements that the
army of Syria became the main army of Islam, as compared
with the weak force entrusted to Khalid. We read that

e ——



xuvt ISLAM UNDER FIRST FOUR CALIPHS 29

there were more than one thousand “ Companions” in
its ranks. Organized into four divisions, with a total
strength of 30,000, apart from a reserve of 60co men
under lkrima, it marched north, and working inde-
pendently eventually threatened Syria from Hebron on
the west to Damascus on the east.

Heraclius despatched four armies to overwhelm the
detached divisions, which thereupon united on the left
bank of the Yermuk, an eastern tributary of the Jordan.
There the two hosts faced one another for months, with-
out risking any decisive action. Abu Bekr in great
anxiety ordered Khalid to leave Irak, and that general,
with 9ooo men, made one of the greatest desert marches
on record and joined the Syrian army. In a.m. 13 (634)
he gained a complete victory, known as the battle of
Wakusa, over a vastly superior Byzantine army. Thou-
sands of the enemy were driven over a chasm, and the
victory, although purchased at heavy cost, won Syria for
Islam.

The Death of Abu Bekr and the Accession of Omar,
A.H. 13 (634).—After Abu Bekr had ruled Islam for two
years he felt his end approaching, and appointed Omar his
successor. He then continued to occupy himself with
public business until his death, which removed from the
stage one of the noblest, simplest, and bravest characters
known in history. Among his favourite aphorisms was
the following: “One of the best of men is he who
rejoices over a penitent, prays for a sinner, and aids a
charitable man in his good work.”

The first act of Omar was to remove Khalid from
his command, after which he raised reinforcements to aid
the army in the field by every possible means. As long
as he lived the forces of Islam were directed with consum-
mate skill.

The Capture of Damascus, a.H. 14 (635).—Damascus,
one of the oldest cities in the world, was the goal of the
victorious Arabs. Being unversed in the art of besieging,
they made no scientific approaches but merely invested
the city, and for months little or no progress was effected.

Finally Khalid, who although deposed from the command
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was still the real leader, crossed the moat by night on
inflated skins, escaladed the battlements, and captured the
city. A second victory on the plain of Esdraelon ended
the campaign and riveted the Moslem yoke on Syria.
Reinforcements were then despatched to Irak, where they
arrived just in time to win the battle of Cadesia.

The Capture of Antioch and the Capitulation of
Ferusalem, a.H. 15 (636).—After the battle of the Jordan
the Moslems marched northwards and besieged Hims, the
ancient Emessa, which capitulated. Antioch, too, surren-
dered after a battle fought outside its walls, and Heraclius,
scarcely more than a decade after his splendid victories
over Persia, withdrew from Syria, leaving Jerusalem to
its fate. The Holy City of Christendom capitulated in
A.H. 1§ (636), and Omar arrived in person to receive its
submission. He marked this historical event by acts of
clemency and by the foundation of the mosque which bears
his name to-day.

The Conguest of Egypt, A.H. 19—20 (640-641).—While
the Arabs were making good their position in South-
Western Persia before advancing on to the Iranian plateau,
Anmnr started from Palestine to invade Egypt with a force
of only 4000 men. Omar, alarmed at the risk that was
being run, at first thought of recalling his daring general,
but on realizing that this was impossible sent him consider-
able reinforcements. With an army now 1§,000 strong
he had the country at his mercy. He first annexed
Upper Egypt, and then marched on Alexandria, the
second city of the Byzantine Empire, to which he laid
siege. The death of Heraclius, occurring at this juncture,
prevented the despatch of a relieving squadron, and the
city capitulated on terms. Not content with these con-
quests, the forces of Amr marched west along the southern
coast of the Mediterranean as far as Tripoli.

The Assassination of Omar, AH. 23 (644).—By this
time the power of Islam had been firmly established.
The empire of the Chosroes had been annexed and that
of Byzantium defeated and deprived of its fairest and
richest provinces. Omar, under whose master mind
these wonderful campaigns had been conducted with
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entire success, had been Caliph for ten years and, although
sixty years old, was still full of energy when an assassin’s
knife laid him low. A Persian slave, known as Abu
Lulu, complained to the Caliph that he was assessed too
heavily by his master at two dirkems a day. Omar, who
knew the man, replied that for a clever artificer like him,
who was believed to be able to construct a mill driven by
wind,! the amount was not excessive. Abu Lulu made a
threatening reply, and the following morning stabbed the
Caliph while he was leading the prayers in the mosque.

Thus died the greatest Moslem after the founder of
the religion himself, a man of courage, simplicity, sagacity,
and a passion for justice and duty,® a combination of
qualities which eminently fitted him to control the
destinies of Islam during the critical decade of conquest.
Nevertheless in Persia the name of Omar is execrated,
and the anniversary of his death is celebrated as a day of
rejoicing by Persians. Until recently they were accus-
tomed to burn the effigy of the Caliph who conquered
Iran.

The Accession of Othman, aA.H. 24 (644).—Omar upon
his death-bed expressed the wish that Abd-al-Rahman
should be his successor, but he refused, and the matter
was referred to a body of electors. In the end, how-
ever, Abd-al-Rahman was permitted to make the choice.
For long he wavered between Ali and Othman, but
finally declared the latter to be the Caliph. Othman’s
reign lasted for twelve years, but from the outset it was
clear that he did not possess the necessary qualities for
dealing effectively with a difficult situation. Even under
the iron rule of Omar it was impossible to curb the
insubordinate spirit shown by the Arabs of Kufa and
Basra. The best hope lay in maintaining the prestige of
the Kureish tribe, but this powerful instrument was
weakened through the impolicy of Othman, who favoured
his own branch, the Omayyad, with the result that the
influence of the Kureish was paralysed by divisions which
were widened by lapse of time.

1 This is believed to be the earliest mention of a windmill. #7de also Chapter 1.

2 It was a favourite maxim of Omar’s that “the most miserable Governor is he
whose subjects are miserable.”
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The Expansion of Islam to the West, AH. 25—31 (646—
652).—The limits of Moslem expansion had not yet been
reached, and under Abu Sarh, a foster-brother of Othman,
the Arabs pushed west of Barca and even threatened
Carthage, whose Governor was defeated in a hard-fought
battle. This period, too, saw the launching of the first
Moslem fleet, in a.n. 28 (649). Its initial enterprise
resulted in the capture of Cyprus, and three years later it
won a naval victory off Alexandria, under the command
of Abu Sarh.

The Campaigns in Persia, a.u. 31 (652).—The death
of Omar had been the signal in Persia for a widespread
but badly organized insurrection, and the Moslem leaders
sought not only to reconquer what had been lost but to
extend the sway of Islam eastwards. Ibn Aamir, the
Governor of Basra, who was entrusted with the conduct
of the campaign, first reduced the province of Fars, and
then marched across the Lut and invaded the province of
Kuhistan, of which he obtained possession. After these
successes he sent a summons to submit to the Governor
of Herat, who craftily replied that he would do so when
Nishapur was taken. Ibn Aamir proceeded to invest
Nishapur, while at the same time devastating the neigh-
bouring valley of Tus. His troops suffered severely
from the cold but he reduced the city by blockade, and its
Governor paid a sum of 700,000 dinars, together with
many articles of value. Thereupon the Governors of
Herat and of Merv both made terms. It was in this
same year that, as already mentioned, Yezdigird was
murdered, and his death must have been a great relief to
the Caliph. Ibn Aamir, pressing constantly eastwards, won
a great victory on the Oxus, which led to the submission
of Balkh and other outlying provinces of the Persian
Empire. His generals crossed the Hindu Kush, subdued
Kabul, and conquered the Sistan and Kerman provinces.
The advance, however, was not unchequered by reverse,
for the Arabs were defeated by the Khazars in Azerbaijan,
and an entire army perished in the snows of Kerman.!

! T would locate the scene of this disaster in Sardu, as the Arabs occupied Jiruft.
Vide Yule's Marco Polo (Cordier’s edition), vol. i, p. 313.
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The Murder of Othman, a.H. 35 (656).—As the years
went by dissatisfaction with Othman grew deeper. His
favouritism towards his own kinsmen of the Omayyad
branch was resented by the Hashimite branch at a time
when the Beduins of Kufa and Basra were ready to rise
against the supremacy of the Kureish. In a.x. 34 (655%)
Said, the Governor of Kufa, was expelled by its ever-
turbulent inhabitants, and Othman, instead of inflicting
any punishment, weakly yielded to the storm and
appointed another Governor.

In the following year forces from Kufa, Basra, and
Egypt converged on Medina, and after an initial failure
besieged the palace. The octogenarian Caliph was
deserted by the leading men of the city and murdered,
but met his end with dignity and courage.

The Election of Ali, a.u. 35 (656).—After this ghastly
tragedy there was a reign of terror in Medina, during
which Ali, the cousin and son-in-law of the Prophet, was
elected Caliph. As a boy he had been one of the earliest
converts to Islam, and during the Prophet’s life he had
shown great heroism and conspicuous ability on the battle-
field. But of late years he had lived at Medina, where
he enjoyed respect, but had taken no leading part in
public affairs.

Muavia, the Governor of Syria.—Among the ablest
and most powerful of the Arab chiefs was Muavia, whose
father, Abu Sofian, had commanded the Kureish at the
battle of Ohod, but had afterwards been converted to
Islam. Muavia, who was destined to found the Omayyad
dynasty, had distinguished himself in the early campaigns,
and had been appointed by Omar to the governorship of
Syria, a post which he held for many years. He had
visited Medina before the assassination of his kinsman
Othnian, and had begged to be allowed to lead a Syrian
army to his defence, but the aged Caliph had refused
his proffered aid. After the murder Muavia acquired
possession of Othman’s blood-stained shirt and hung it
up in the mosque at Damascus, but he refrained from
any definite action until he knew what course Ali would
pursue.

VOL. 11 D
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The Proclamation of War against Muavia by Ali, a.H.
35 (656).—Upon his election to the Caliphate Ali was
advised to pursue and punish the assassins, but declined
on the ground that he lacked the power. At the same
time he was unwise enough to dismiss Muavia, in spite
of entreaties to leave him in his post until his own
position was secure. Muavia thereupon encouraged the
belief that Ali was in collusion with the murderers, and
consequently no other course was open to the newly
elected Caliph but to proclaim war against him.

The Baitle of the Camel, a.H. 36 (656).—Al was un-
fortunate in having Ayesha, the favourite wife of the
Prophet, as his enemy. She was used as a tool by
Talha' and Zobayr, who seized Basra after a struggle
with the loyalists. Upon the receipt of reinforcements
from Kufa, Ali advanced on Basra and attempted to
avoid civil war, but failed owing to an attack brought on
by the murderers of Othman. Consequently, the Battle
of the Camel, so called from Ayesha’s appearance in the
fighting line in a camel litter, was fought with intense
bitterness and with terrible losses on both sides. Talha
and Zobayr were killed and Ayesha was captured. The
vanquished were treated with magnanimity, but the battle
was a heavy blow to the best interests of Islam, and
might have been avoided had Ali from the first denounced
the assassins of Othman and refused to have any dealings
with them.

The Batile of Siffin, a.u. 37 (657).—After his victory
at Basra, Ali proceeded to Kufa, which he made his
capital.  Organizing a large army, he marched up the
Tigris and traversed the desert of Mesopotamia to the
Euphrates, which he crossed. Muavia was ready with a
powerful force, and after a fruitless attempt at reconcilia-
tion and much desultory skirmishing the battle of Siffin
was fought in a.H. 37 (657). This desperate combat was
distinguished by many feats of courage and raged for
three days without decisive result. ~Muavia, becoming
disheartened, agreed to a stratagem suggested by Amr,
and caused his men to advance with scrolls of the Koran

1 Talha had saved Mohamed’s life at Ohod.
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fixed to their lances, and crying out: “The law of the
Lord! Let that decide between us!” Ali, realizing
that it was only a ruse, would not stop the conflict, but
his fanatical soldiers threatened to desert him unless he
agreed to appoint an arbitrator. Even in this his hand
was forced, since he was not allowed a free choice, but was
compelled to place his interests in the hands of Abu
Musa, a supporter who was at best but lukewarm.

The Arbitration, a.H. 37 (658).—Duma in the heart of
the desert was the place appointed for the momentous
decision, and thither Amr, the conqueror of Egypt, who
represented Muavia, and Abu Musa both proceeded,
followed by thousands of Arabs from both sides who
assembled to hear the judgment. The two umpires
agreed in private that both Ali and Muavia should be set
aside and a fresh election held. Abu Musa gave this
decision in public, but the astute Amr, who spoke after
him, declared that he agreed to the deposition of Ali but
confirmed Muavia as the heir of Othman, the avenger of
his blood, and the best entitled to succeed as Caliph.
This was an astonishing success for Muavia, who was
proclaimed Caliph at Damascus, and a heavy blow for Ali,
whose supporters, however, did not counsel him to resign
the Caliphate.

The Kharijites—Though destined after lapse of time
to be revered as the equal of Mohamed by the Persian
nation, Ali was most unfortunate during his life. No
sooner had he been obliged, much against his own
judgment, to accept arbitration than 12,000 of his
soldiers separated themselves from the army on the
ground that the cause of Islam had been abandoned to
godless arbitrators, swearing that they would serve no
Caliph, and insisting on “No rule but that of the Lord
alone.” Ali showed considerable patience, but before
setting out after the arbitrament to attack Muavia, he
was forced to deal with these fanatical sectaries, who
were committing horrible excesses of every kind. The
majority were allowed to disperse, but 1800 refused all
terms and were killed to a man. The Kharijites or
“ Separatists ” appeared again and again, not only in Irak



36 HISTORY OF PERSIA CHAP.

but also in Persia, the remote Kerman province in
particular being periodically troubled by the appearance
of these visionaries in dangerously large bands.

The Last Years of Ali’'s Caliphate—Ali had raised a
large force for invading Syria once more, but after the
diversion against the Kharijites it melted away so rapidly
that the entire expedition had to be abandoned. The
Arabs, indeed, were curiously indifferent to Ali. In
the following year, a.H. 38 (658), he lost Egypt through
an unwise change of Governors, and this misfortune
preyed upon his mind ; but he made no grand effort to
retrieve his position. In the course of the same year
rebellion was stirred up in Southern Persia by Khirrit, an
Arab chief whose views resembled those of the Kharijites.
Up to this point, it would seem, only Moslems had
fought in these civil wars, but Khirrit raised Persians,
Kurds, and Christians, and drove the Arab Governor out
of Fars, and much blood was shed before he was slain
and order re-established. Ziad, an illegitimate half-
brother of Muavia, whom Ali now appointed to Fars,
showed great capacity both in restoring peace and in the
administration of the country ; indeed he was compared
to Noshirwan. In a.H. 40 (660) Ali made peace with
Muavia, and it seemed as though at last his troubles were
ended.

His Assassination, A.H. 40 (661).—The fanatical Khari-
jites, seeing that they could not force their doctrines on
the empire, were in hopeless mood. Three of them
discussed the gloomy situation, and resolved each to kill
a leader of Islam, Ali, Muavia, and Amr being the
selected victims. Amr escaped through being absent on
the day they had fixed for the deed, Muavia was wounded
and recovered, but Ali was mortally stabbed. With the
magnanimity which characterized him, he gave orders
that, if he died, the assassin should be executed but not
tortured. After making his will, the unfortunate Caliph
passed away and with him ended the period of theocracy
in Islam.

His Character—Ali stands out as the Caliph who
was too noble and high-minded for his surroundings.
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He refused to be guided by the dictates of expediency

and was, in consequence, no match for his adroit and in-
triguing rival Muavia, who would stoop to the lowest and
most criminal means to gain his purpose. At the same
time he was narrow, with a vein of indecision which at
times gave place to obstinacy. His rigid insistence on
honesty in accounts was much resented by the greedy
Arabs who plundered the empire. But his perfect integrity
and devotion to high ideals, combined with his simplicity
and unassuming manners, make him a most attractive
figure, and the people of Persia have chosen wisely in
making him what we may term their Patron Saint, though,
indeed, he is much more than that.

Some of his aphorisms are : “A liberal education is
better than gold,” to which was added, “ No learning
availeth if common sense goeth not with it” ; “The
wealth of a wise man is in his wisdom, and the wealth of
a fool is in his possessions ” ; “ No words are good unless
good deeds go with them.”

The Position of Persia—* Hellenism,” says Noldeke,
“ never touched more than the surface of Persian life, but
Iran was penetrated to the core by Arabian religion and
Arabian ways.” This weighty saying should be constantly
borne in mind in considering the consequences of the
conquest of Persia by the Arabs, for it is the key to the
whole situation. After the battle of Nahavand Persian
resistance to the Arabs was merely local and the country
was subdued without any great difficulty, although a
general insurrection broke out upon the death of Omar
and there were occasional risings during the Caliphate of
Ali. The Zoroastrians were not offered the choice
between Islam and the sword, as is generally supposed,
but were permitted to retain their religion on the payment
of a poll-tax. Salman, who has already been mentioned
as fortifying Medina against the Kureish, was the earliest
Persian convert, and was numbered among the *“Com-
panions” of the Prophet. His example was followed
later on by thousands, among whom was a body of
Daylamite soldiers who embraced Islam and settled at
Kufa. But even conversion brought no true equality,
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and in order to secure their lives and property the Persian
nobles had to humble their pride and become clients of
the Arabs. The contempt which the conquerors displayed
towards the people they subdued was like that of the
Normans for the conquered Saxons, and is exemplified in
their bitter maxim, “ Three things only stop prayer : the
passing of a client, an ass, or a dog.”? On the other
hand, the finances of the country were modelled on the
Persian system and the administration was manned by
Persians in spite of efforts to keep them out.

We read of Zoroastrians who fled to remote Kuhistan,
the central portion of modern Khorasan, and of some who
even emigrated by way of Hormuz to India. But the
emigrants were few in number, and from references which
abound in the Arab chroniclers it is clear that fire temples
and Zoroastrian communities existed in many parts of
Persia until comparatively recent times. To-day the only
two important bodies of adherents to “ the good religion ”
reside near Yezd and Kerman ; but I recollect being in-
formed that the inhabitants of various villages to the
north-west of Yezd had not been converted to Islam until
early in the nineteenth century.?

Although Persia ceased for a time to exist as an
independent state, she soon asserted her intellectual
superiority over the Arabs, whom, as the centuries went
by, lack of education and capacity drove back to the
deserts from which they had originally issued. At the
same time the contemptuous treatment of the Persians
was persisted in for many generations.

! Vide Jurji Zaydan’s History of Islamic Civilization, p. 70 (Gibb Memorial).
2 Ten Thousand Miles, etc., p. 156.
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CHAPTER XLVII

THE TRAGEDY OF KERBELA

The ship is broken, shattered by the storm of Kerbela ;
Fallen in the dust and blood on the field of Kerbela.
If the Eyes of the World openly wept
The blood would have risen above the Arch of Kerbela.
From the Elegy of Muhtasham.

The Accession of Hasan and his Abdication, a.H. 40
(661).—Upon the death of Ali, Hasan, his eldest son
by Fatima, was elected Caliph. Muavia prepared to
march against Kufa, where an army 40,000 strong rallied
to support the claims of the house of Ali. But Hasan,
unworthy son of a noble father, was more occupied with
the pleasures of the harem than with the toils of adminis-
tration or the dangers of war. He sent a vanguard of
12,000 men to the front and kept the main body behind
at Madain, where he himself remained dallying among
the gardens, afraid to try his fortune on the battlefield.
On a false report that the vanguard had been cut to
pieces, the fickle Kufans looted the camp of the Caliph
and attempted to seize his person, hoping to make good
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terms for themselves with his rival.  Panic-stricken,
Hasan wrote hurriedly to Muavia announcing his sub-
mission. He offered to abdicate and make Medina his
home if granted the contents of the treasury at Kufa and
the revenues of a Persian province ; adding, however, the
further stipulation that the imprecations against his dead
father should cease to form a part of the public prayers.
Muavia made no difficulty about these terms, except that
he refused to stop the imprecations against Ali. He
undertook, however, to arrange that they should never be
heard by Ali’s son.

Content with this, Hasan, accompanied by his enor-
mous harem, quitted Kufa without regret and passed off
the stage into seclusion at Medina, where he died some
eight years later from poison administered by one of his
wives. Persian tradition represents the crime as instigated
by Muavia, but of this there is no proof ; on the contrary,
it was to his interest that the family should continue to
have a harmless voluptuary as its head.

The Death-bed Warning of Muavia to 2ezid, A.H. 61
(680).—On his death-bed Muavia sent a message to
Yezid, his son and destined successor, warning him of
the troubles which lay before him. The message ran, ¢ As
for Husayn, the restless men of Irak will give him no
peace till he attempt the empire ; when thou hast gotten
the victory, deal gently with him, for truly the blood of
the Prophet runneth in his veins. It is Abdulla son of
Zobayr that I fear the most for thee. Fierce as the lion,
crafty as the fox, destroy him root and branch.” Had
the dying Caliph’s advice been followed, the course of
history would have been affected.

The Invitation to Husayn from the Inhabitants of Kufa.—
The news of Muavia’s death produced, exactly as that
astute ruler had predicted, a strong feeling at Kufa in
favour of Hasan’s younger brother Husayn, who was
now the head of the house of Ali, and letters were written
promising the support of the entire population of Irak, if
he would proceed to Kufa. On a strict view of the case
Husayn put himself entirely in the wrong by listening to
these treasonable overtures; but when all the circum-
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stances are considered it is difficult to blame him for
championing the rights of his house, which an unworthy
brother had bartered for money and ignoble ease. More-
over, Husayn was probably in straitened circumstances,
owing to his elder brother’s action in appropriating to his
own use the greater part of the family income, while,
nevertheless, as head of the family, he had become re-
sponsible for maintaining not only his own wives and
children but also those of his brothers and other relatives.

The true friends of the house of Ali at Mecca begged
Husayn not to trust to the fickle Kufans, and perhaps
their influence would have prevailed but for the interested
advice of Abdulla ibn Zobayr, who clearly saw that his
own ambition to attain the Caliphate could never be
realized as long as Husayn lived.

The March on Kufa.—Husayn, desirous of testing
public sentiment at Kufa, sent his cousin Muslim ahead
to rally his adherents ; but Obaydulla, who had been
appointed to the governorship, seized and killed the
envoy. The son of Ali may well have been dismayed on
learning the terrible news, which made his expedition
almost hopeless. But he doubtless realized that he had
gone too far to retreat, while his relations clamoured to
avenge the death of Muslim. Consequently a little party
of thirty horse and forty foot—the numerical weakness
was a sign of poverty—quitted Mecca and marched north
to Kufa. As if to make the military conditions still more
unfavourable, this tiny force was accompanied by women
and children. The messages received on the way were
more and more discouraging, and the situation was well
summed up by a traveller coming from Kufa, who ex-
claimed, “ The heart of the city is with thee, but its sword
is against thee.” The Beduins at first rallied to the
standard of Husayn, but finding the position hopeless,
gradually deserted the doomed band.

As they approached Kufa, a chief named Al Hurr
barred their farther progress, but courteously intimated
that they might move either to the left or to the right.
Accordingly, leaving Kufa to the right, they made a some-
what aimless detour round the city until their farther
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progress was arrested by Amr, who, according to Persian
legend, was bribed by the promise of the governorship of
Rei to lead the troops against Husayn. In true Arab
fashion many interviews took place, in the course of which
Husayn offered to submit, on condition that he was cither
permitted to return home or sent to Damascus. Obay-
dulla, seeing the prey in his grasp, refused consent to any
conditions and sent Shimr'-—whose name is perhaps the
most execrated in Persia—to force Amr to seize the
Pretender’s party, or to supersede him if he declined to
act.

The Tragedy.—On the tenth of the month of Moharram
A.H. 61 (680), the closing scene was enacted on the plain
where the city of Kerbela subsequently grew up round the
tomb—known as Mashhad, or < Place of Martyrdom ”—
of Husayn ; it was built as a memorial of the tragedy.
Cut off from the river and with only a rough barricade to
protect their rear composed of tents pegged together and
some reeds and tamarisk, the little band prepared to fight
to the death, with a heroism that challenges our admira-
tion through all the centuries that have since passed.
Tradition says that before the battle joined Al Hurr left
the ranks of the Kufans and ranged himself on the side of
Husayn, exclaiming,  Alas for you ! you invited him and
he came, and you not only deceived him, but are now
come out to fight against him. Nay, you have hindered
him and his wives and his family from the water of the
Euphrates, where Jews and Christians and Sabeans drink,
and where pigs and dogs disport themselves ! ”

The combat was hopelessly uneven from the begin-
ning ; deadly arrows flew from thousands of bows and
kinsman after kinsman fell. Husayn at first was in-
tentionally spared, but, as he was plainly determined to
die rather than submit, he too was attacked in the end,
his tents were set on fire, and he retreated to the river,
burning with thirst. Here Shimr and some of the cavalry
closed in upon him ; he was mortally wounded by an

! T have scen the man who acted the part of Shimr at the Passion Play set on and
beaten. Breaking away, he rushed to the Governor-General for protection, screaming
with fear and exclaiming, 1 am not Shimr, but Your Excellency’s cook !”* Cases are
known in which players acting the part of Shimr have been killed.
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arrow, and then in a calculated burst of savagery was
ridden over by the horsemen. Not a fighting man was
left alive, but like the defenders of Thermopylae they
left deathless fame behind them. When the seventy
heads were brought to Obaydulla, and he callously turned
that of Husayn over with his staff, the voice of an aged
Arab rose in protest. “Gently!” he said; “it is the
grandson of the Prophet. By Allah! I have seen these
very lips kissed by the blessed mouth of Mohamed !”

The Fourney to Damascus and the Return to Medina.—
The two little sons of Husayn, Ali Asghar and Husayn,
his two daughters, and his sister were sent to Damascus.
There the Caliph, having secured the destruction of the
family, disowned responsibility for the acts of his officials
and entertained the orphans with respect and considera-
tion until arrangements were made for their return to
Medina. In that city they lived, pouring out the stories
of their woes to the pilgrims who visited the tomb of the
Prophet, until dark clouds of indignation gathered against
the Omayyad dynasty.

The Passion Plays.—This tragedy was the origin of the
Passion Plays, which are acted annually not only in Persia,
where Shiism is the official religion, but also throughout
Asia wherever Shia Moslems gather together. I have
been a spectator of these plays, and can testify that to
listen to the shrill ululations of the women and the grief
of the men is so moving that it is difficult not to execrate
Shimr and Yezid as fervently as the rest of the audience.
Indeed the Passion Plays represent a force of poignant
grief which it would not be easy to estimate, and the
scenes I have witnessed will remain unforgotten so long
as I live.!

The Hiswrical Basis of the Shia Sect.—It was as the
result of this tragedy that the Shia or “Faction” of
Persia came into existence. It is asserted by Arabic
writers, among the earliest being Al-Yakubi? of the ninth

1 In chap. xii. of The Glory of the Shia World T have attempted to give the tragedy
from the Persian point of view.

2 Ed. Houtsma, vol. ii. p. 293 (quoted from Browne’s work). ‘“Among the sons
of Husayn were Ali Akbar, who was killed at Taff and left no offspring . . ., and
Ali Asghar, whose mother was Harar, the daughter of Yezdigird, whom Husayn used to
call Ghazala (‘the Gazelle’).”
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century of our era, and it is universally believed by
Persians, that Husayn married the daughter of Yezdigird,
who 1s known throughout Persia as “Shahr-binu” or
the “Queen.” She figures among the heroines in the
Passion Plays, and Browne gives a translation of one of
the parts in his usual felicitous verse :

Born of the race of Yezdigird the King

From Noshirwan my origin I trace.

What time kind Fortune naught but joy did bring

In Rei’s proud city was my home and place.

There in my father’s palace once at night

In sleep to me came Fatima “ the Bright”’;

O Shahr-binu ”—thus the vision cried—

1 give thee to Husayn to be his bride ! ”

As the play proceeds, Shahr-banu is brought to Medina
as a prisoner of war by Hasan, who treats her chivalrously.
Omar, however, orders her to be sold as a slave.

But Ali then appeared upon the scene,

And cried, “ Be silent, fool and coward mean !

These gentle women, traitor, void of grace,

Shall not stand naked in the market-place ! ”

Light of mine eyes! After such treatment dire,
They gave me to Husayn, thy noble sire.

In other words, as Alexander the Great is believed to be
of Achaemenian descent on his mother’s side, so the
descendants of Husayn inherit the same royal blood
through the illustrious Sasanian dynasty. Now the
doctrine of the divine right of kings was fervently
accepted by Persia under the Sasanian dynasty, as the
previous chapters have shown, and there is no doubt
that belief in the Sasanian origin of the descendants of
Husayn has been the main cause for the faithful adherence
of Persia to the house of Ali.

Its Religions Basis and Doctrines.—But this important
matter has a religious side. Ali was the first cousin and
perhaps the first male convert of the Prophet. He was
also his adopted son, and by marrying Fatima became his
son-in-law. In other words, since the Prophet had no
sons who grew up, the connexion of Ali with the founder
of Islam was closer than that of any other man, and he
was moreover much beloved by his father-in-law, whom
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he served with conspicuous loyalty and courage. The
Shias firmly believe that the angel Gabriel visited the
Prophet at Mecca during the course of the “ Farewell
Pilgrimage ” and instructed him to proclaim Ali as his
successor. The ceremony was performed during the
course of the return journey at the Pool of Khumm,
where a throne was constructed from camel-saddles. Ali
was set thereon by the Prophet, who then enfolded the
“Lion of Allah”! in such a close and long embrace that
his virtues were transmitted to his illustrious son-in-law.
This investiture is annually commemorated in Persia as
“the Festival of the Pool of Khumm.” In accepting it
as authoritative the Shias naturally reject as usurpers
Abu Bekr, Omar, and Othman, and deem Ali and his
descendants, the Imams,?® to be the only true successors
of the Prophet. So exalted is Ali, the “ Hand of God,”
that the saying runs, “Mohamed is a city of learning,
Ali is its gate.”

The sacred Imams, whose nature knew no sin and
whose bodies cast no shadow, are the intercessors between
man and God. They are invested with supreme spiritual
leadership and hold in consequence a far higher position
than that of the prophets. It is believed that the twelfth
Imam never died, but in a.n. 260 (873) disappeared into
miraculous concealment, from which he will reappear on
the Day of Judgment in the mosque of Gauhar Shad at
Meshed, to be hailed as the Mahdi or ¢ Guide ” and to
fill the earth with justice.

It is needless to say that beliefs such as these render
those who hold them bitterly hostile to the general body
of Moslems, who rest their doctrine on the authority of the
Prophet and the early Caliphs—including, of course, Ali.
As will be seen later on, bloody wars have raged between
the Sunnis or  Traditionists ” and the Shias analogous to
those between our Protestant ancestors and the Roman
Catholics of Spain, and to-day union between these two
great divisions of the Moslem world appears to be as
unattainable as ever.

! One of the many titles of Ali.
2 Imam signifies a spiritual and temporal ruler and a leader by divine right,
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It remains to add that, in consequence of this doctrine
of the Imams, the Shahs of Persia have no religious
authority in their kingdom, whereas the Sultan of Turkey
is the acknowledged Caliph among Sunnis. Indeed, the
position of the Shahs since the downfall of the Safavi
dynasty is theoretically that of usurpers, although in prac-
tice they were absolute monarchs until the mystic word
“constitution ”” was heard in Persia. It may further be
observed that Shias make pilgrimages to Kerbela, the
scene of the martyrdom of Husayn, and “Kerbelai” is a
title which ranks only second to that of “ Haji.” They
also visit the tomb of Ali at Najaf. In Persia the Sacred
City and the Glory of the Shia World is Meshed, where,
as described in Chapter L., Riza, the Eighth Imam, is
buried, and ¢ Meshedi” is the third and last title of
honour affected by Shia pilgrims.



OMAYYAD DIRHEM.

CHAPTER XLVIII

PERSIA A PROVINCE OF THE OMAYYAD CALIPHATE

Men of Kufa, I see before me heads ripe for the harvest and the reaper,
Iam he. Iseem to myself to see blood between turbans and shoulders. I
am not one of those who can be frightened by an inflated bag of skin, nor
need any one think to squeeze me like dried figs. . . . The Prince of the
Believers has spread before him the arrows of his quiver, and has tried every
one of them by biting its wood. It is my wood he has found the hardest and
the bitterest, and I am the arrow which he shoots against you.—The Speech
of Hajjaj BIN YUSUF.

The Omayyad Dynasty.—In the preceding two chapters,
and more especially in the last, events which have con-
cerned Persia both from the religious and from the
political aspect have been treated in some detail, and
Muavia, the founder of the Omayyad dynasty, has been
given a secondary position. But it would be impossible
in a history of Persia, to ignore the importance of the
Omayyad dynasty, which ruled the vast Moslem empire
for nearly a century, and I have therefore devoted to it a
special chapter.

The Position of Muavia strengthened by the Adherence of
Ziad.—Muavia began his reign in Syria in a.n. 35 (656),
and he became Caliph of the entire Moslem world upon
the abdication of Hasan in a.H. 40 (661), but it was not
until two years later that he entered into possession of
all the lands of the Caliphate. It was at this date that
Ziad, Ali’s Governor of Fars, became reconciled to him,
and presented himself under a safe-conduct at Damascus,
bringing all arrears of revenue, and in addition a million
pieces as a gift. His remarkable capacity secured the
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Caliph’s public acknowledgment of his relationship with
himself, and he was appointed Governor of Basra, where
he ruled the turbulent Arabs with a rod of iron. Later
on Kufa was added to his administration, and there he
introduced a reign of terror for the purpose of crushing
conspiracies that boded ill for the future of the Omayyad
dynasty. The Arab chroniclers state that no viceroy
ever enjoyed such powers as Ziad, who ruled from the
Euphrates to the Indus and Jaxartes, and maintained a
court modelled on that of the Great King.

Moslem Progress in the East.—During the Caliphate
of Muavia the yoke of the Arabs was fixed more securely
on the East. Herat, which had rebelled in a.H. 41 (662),
was stormed, and so was Kabul two years later. Ghazni,
Balkh, and Kandahar were visited by Moslem armies.
In a.H. 54 (674) the Oxus was crossed and Bokhara
captured, and in a.H. §6 (676) Samarcand fell to the
Moslems, who strengthened their position up to the
Jaxartes on the north and to the Indus on the south. In
short, they became successors of Alexander the Great.

From Basra and Kufa Ziad governed Persia through
his sons. The province of Khorasan, which at this period
comprised the Moslem empire east of the Lut as far
as the confines of India, was divided into four great
districts, with their centres at Nishapur, Merv, Herat,
and Balkh respectively. Of these cities only the first-
named lies within the limits of modern Iran. It was at
this time, too, that Arab colonies were planted in Khorasan,
traces of which still survive, although the Mongol inva-
sions shattered their power. 1 have, indeed, myself
frequently come across small bodies of Arab tribesmen,
and a regiment termed the Arab va Ajam is still recruited
in the Shahrud district.

The Power and Prosperity of Muavia—Muavia cer-
tainly ranks as one of the great Caliphs. Owing to his
sagacity, his hold on Damascus was never seriously
threatened, and he converted it into the magnificent
capital of the Caliphate. His successful campaigns to
the confines of India have been referred to, and he was
on the whole equally successful in the West, attacking
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Constantinople or raiding some part of the Byzantine
Empire year after year, always acting on the offensive
and rarely suffering disaster.

Yezid declared Heir-Apparent, a.H. 56 (676), and his
Succession in a.H. 61 (680).—While at the zenith of
his power and prestige, Muavia decided to designate
Yezid, his eldest son, as his successor. Syria and Irak
acquiesced in the innovation, whereas at Mecca and
Medina the outcry was loud and bitter. But Damascus
was now the capital, and the protests even of sacred
Mecca could be disregarded by the Caliph, who forced its
inhabitants to take the oath of fealty at the point of the
sword. The feeling that was excited found expression in
an epigram which Masudi has preserved :

We’re filled full of wrath, and were we to drain
The blood of Omayya, our thirst would still pain :
While wasting your people, ye still without care,
Ye sons of Omayya, go hunting the hare.!

Muavia died ina.H. 61 (680),and thanks to the effective
arrangements he had made, Yezid, his son by the daughter
of a Beduin chief, succeeded to the Caliphate as if it had
been a hereditary throne, although his tenure of it did
not by any means continue untroubled. He was specially
addicted to the pleasure of the chase, as the epigram just
quoted shows, and gave very little attention to affairs of
State. But he does not appear to have been an incom-
petent ruler, and he hardly merits the invective with
which his name has been loaded on account of the
tragedy of Kerbela.

The Rebellion of Ibn Zobayr, a.m. 61 (680).—As
Muavia had foretold, Abdulla ibn Zobayr proved a
dangerous man. Having himself sent Husayn to his
death on the field of Kerbela, he took advantage of the
unpopularity this deed brought upon the Caliph to head
a rising against him. For a time the crafty rebel pre-
tended to be loyal, and Yezid was naturally loath to take
extreme measures ; but at last, in A.H. 63 (682), he was
obliged to send a force to Medina, which, after defeating

1 Masudi, fi. 50. The translation is quoted from Omayyads and Abbasids by Zaydan,
VOL. 11 E
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the troops of Ibn Zobayr, plundered the city of the
Prophet for three days. Mecca was next attacked, and
in the course of a two months’ siege the Kaaba was
burned. At this critical juncture news was received of
the death of Yezid, and the army in consequence with-
drew, leaving Ibn Zobayr for the time being securely in
possession of the Sacred City.

The Bokhara Campaign.— While the great events of
which we have taken notice were occurring at the centre
of the Moslem world, there was expansion, together with
confusion, disturbance, and internal discord, farther east.
On his succession to the Caliphate Yezid appointed Salm
ibn Ziad to Khorasan. He found Bokhara in rebellion,
its Queen having offered her hand to the Turkish King
as the price of his assistance. Salm, aided by his general
Mubhallab, whose connexion with Khorasan was intimate
and distinguished, defeated the combined armies, the
Queen was forced to sue for peace, and Salm returned in
triumph to Merv.

The Campaign of the Northern Beduin against the
Southern Beduin, a.H. 46—65 (666—685).—The East, and
more especially Khorasan, had been convulsed for many
years by feuds between the Arabs of the North and the
Arabs of the South which broke out in civil war. The
fighting had raged for a year without intermission when it
culminated in a victory gained at Herat by the Modhar,
or Arabs of the South, who inflicted a loss of 8000 killed
on the enemy. Other battles were fought and much
blood was shed, and all progress was necessarily brought
to a standstill by these dangerous jealousies.

The Divisions in the Caliphate, A.u. 61—73 (680-692).
—The Caliphate after the death of Yezid was filled by
a weakling boy who died in a few months, and Yezid’s
kinsman Merwan, who was elected in his place, lived for
only a year. Abdul Malik, Merwan’s son, succeeded him
and ruled for some years, with Ibn Zobayr holding the
Sacred Cities, Irak, and the East as a rival Caliph. The
situation was still further complicated by a certain
Mukhtar, who gained possession of Kufa as the agent of
Mohamed, son of the Caliph Ali, known from his mother
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as the Hanifite. Mukhtar was killed by Musab, brother
of Ibn Zobayr, who in turn was defeated and killed by
Abdul Malik in a.B. 71 (690). Ibn Zobayr, who
probably would have been elected Caliph had he shown
more enterprise after the death of Yezid, was attacked
for the second time in A.H. 72 (691). It was on this
occasion that Hajjaj bin Yusuf, the ferocious general and
administrator who was the incarnation of the spirit of the
Omayyad dynasty, first played a leading part. He
showed no respect for the Sacred City, which he besieged,
and Ibn Zobayr, deserted by many of his followers, met
a soldier’s death in a.H. 73 (692), after thirteen years of
successful independence, during which he had been a
constant rival of the Caliphs. The Caliphate of Abdul
Malik was then acknowledged throughout the Moslem
world.

The Massacre of the Enemies of Husayn, amu. 66
(685).—In a.u. 65 the Kharijites, whose sinister activity

=-kept Persia perpetually convulsed, visited the tomb of
Husayn at Kerbela and bewailed their desertion of his
cause. They then invaded Syria, but were defeated and
returned to Kufa. In the following year there were
tribal fights in Kufa which ended in a massacre of all
who had opposed Husayn. Persians exult over the just
retribution which fell upon Shimr, Amr, and other
citizens, many of whom were put to death with torture ;
and owing to the vigilance of Mukhtar but few escaped.
The heads of Amr and his son were sent to the Hanifite,
who appears to have been merely a tool of a crafty
intriguer.

The Azrakites—In a.n. 74 (693) Irak was threatened
by a branch of the Kharijites, termed Azrakites, and, as
the Arabs were unwilling to fight in these campaigns,
Hajjaj was appointed Governor. Arriving suddenly at
Kufa, he sat in the mosque with his face veiled until
asked his name, when he delivered the speech which is
?uoted at the head of this chapter. Frightened by such
erocious language, the citizens streamed out to the camp
and the peril was averted ; but time after time insurrec-
tions of these fanatics broke out, unhappy Kerman
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serving as their headquarters, until, weakened by divisions,
the bands broke up, to be eventually crushed by the
able general Mubhallab, who as a reward was appointed
Governor of Khorasan.

The Rebellion of Ibn-al-Ashath, a.1. 80 (699).—During
the course of the campaigns beyond Sistan an Indian
monarch named Ratbil had defeated a Moslem force by
luring it into the defiles of what is now Afghanistan. To
avenge this humiliation, a powerful army was despatched
under Ibn-al-Ashath ; but he, conceiving himself unjustly
treated by Hajjaj, rebelled. Supported by his entire
army, he was welcomed everywhere, and the detested
Hajjaj fled from Basra, where the Pretender was received
as Caliph. Hajjaj, however, collected an army in Syria,
and Ibn-al-Ashath was defeated and escaped to Kerman.
Ultimately he took refuge with Ratbil, who to please
Hajjaj put him to death.

The Rebellion of Musa ibn Khazim.—The state of
anarchy which prevailed in Khorasan and the loose nature
of Arab authority make it almost impossible to give
within reasonable compass a consecutive and intelligible
narrative of events. They may be illustrated by the
career of Musa, son of Khazim. Owing to tribal feuds
he sought refuge at Samarcand, and he then obtained
possession of the province of Termez, which he ruled for
fifteen years. In the end he was attacked by a large
force and slain.

Death and Character of Abdul Malik.—The reign of
Abdul Malik, albeit a stormy one, marked the culminat-
ing point of the Omayyad dynasty. Successful on the
whole, he was undoubtedly an able ruler, with a con-
ciliatory policy, but he owed much to the brilliant abilities
of Hajjaj. The Arab chroniclers mention that during
his reign the Caliphate first minted a coinage, and also
that the accounts of the exchequer were first conducted
in Arabic instead of Persian, which must have involved
a serious loss of influence to the subject race.

The Campaigns in Central dsia, a.H. 86—96 (705—714).
—Under Welid, the son and successor of Abdul Malik,
the Moslem arms penetrated farther and farther east-
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wards, substituting conquest for what had hitherto been
little more than raids. Kutayba,! who ably conducted these
operations in Central Asia, chose Merv for his head-
quarters, and every year made a successful campaign,
generally crossing the Oxus and sometimes the Jaxartes.
Balkh, Tokharistan, and Ferghana were his first objective ;
then the fall of Baykand, a trading centre in Bokhara,
secured for him booty of inestimable value. In a.H. 9o
(709) the city of Bokhara itself was taken. A rising
occupied Kutayba’s energies in the following year, but he
was soon free to attack Ratbil in Sistan. In a.H. 93 (712)
he turned his arms towards Khiva, where after gaining a
success he heard that Samarcand was in the hands of rebels.
Leading his veterans by forced marches, he began the
siege of that city, whose king on the arrival of battering-
engines lost heart, and peace was made on the terms that
a heavy tribute should be paid and a levy of horsemen
supplied. The conqueror was allowed to enter Samar-
cand, where he destroyed the fire temples and built a
mosque, but he broke his plighted word and retained the
city as a Moslem possession. In the last two years of
this eventful decade Kutayba reached Kashgar. A curious
legend of this campaign has been preserved, according to
which the Arab general swore to take possession of the soil
of China. The “King” (probably the frontier governor)
released him from this oath by sending him a load of soil
to trample on, a bag of Chinese money to symbolize
tribute, and four royal youths on whom he imprinted
his seal. The whole story has a delightful touch of reality.

The Advance to the Indus, a.H. 89—96 (707—714).—
During the reign of Welid the Moslem hosts, under
Mohamed ibn Kasim, the first Arab to make his mark in
India, pushed into Sind from Makran and captured
Multan, where the value of the spoil was estimated at
120,000,000 pieces. The death of Welid put an end to
any farther advance, but the Moslems remained in Sind
permanently. There, so long as tribute was duly paid,
they allowed the worship of idols in direct violation of
the Prophet’s order.

! The campaigns of Kutayba are detailed with some fulness in The Heart of Asia,
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The Achievements of Welid, a.H. 86-96 (705—714).—
The short reign of Welid was one of essential grandeur,
marking as it does the zenith of Moslem power. If a
comparison be desired, it may be. said that Abdul Malik
compares with Kobad and Welid with Noshirwan. His
victorious armies marched to the frontiers of China and to
the Indus; while in the West the conquest of Spain was an
even more splendid and substantial achievement. Much
of the credit for these great gains was due to the personality
of the Caliph, whose authority was supreme and whose
word was law from the frontiers of China to the Atlantic.

The Campaigns of Yezid in Gurgan and Tabaristan,
A.H. 98 (716).—Yezid, son of Mubhallab, was appointed
Governor of Khorasan to succeed Kutayba, who upon the
succession of Sulayman to the Caliphate had rebelled and
been killed. Yezid’s arms were directed in the first
instance against Gurgan,! the ancient Hyrcania, which
with neighbouring Tabaristan had maintained its inde-
pendence, although it lay across the direct route from
Irak to Central Asia. Yezid captured Dihistan, and drove
the inhabitants of Gurgan into the Elburz, where they
were finally forced to submit; after butchering many
prisoners and ravaging the country he invaded Tabaristan,
the modern Mazanderan. In this campaign he at first
successfully marched through the plain country and occu-
pied Sari. A battle was fought in which the Moslems
routed the enemy, but being lured into an ambush they
suffered such severe losses that Yezid was glad to purchase
his safe retreat for 300,000 dinars. Returning to Gurgan,
which had revolted, he besieged its prince for seven months
in a stronghold situated on a mountain top which was
accessible by only one route. This was probably Kala
Maran, to which I have already referred in connexion with
the Parthian capital. In the end he made prisoners of the
garrison, and was able to fulfil a dreadful vow similar to
that of Khalid by grinding wheat into flour for his bread
with the blood ofghis victims, thousands of whom also
were impaled along the roads leading to the city.

1 For the campaign in Tabaristan, wide Ibn Isfandiyar's History of Tabaristan, by
Prof. E. G. Browne (Gibb Memorial). The Arabic form of Gurgan is Jurjan.
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Khorasan under the Caliphate of Omar I1., A.H. 99—101
(717-720).—Sulayman died after a short reign of less
than three years, and was succeeded by the pious Omar,
to whose credit lies the abolition of the curses against Alj,
which must have given dire and continual offence to
generations of devout Moslems. Omar improved the
position of the inhabitants of Khorasan, many of whom,
though converted to Islam, suffered none the less on that
account from the exactions of the tax collector. Sending
for representatives of the oppressed, the Caliph himself
went into their case, dismissed the Governor, and laid down
that all Moslems should be placed on terms of perfect
equality. He enjoined justice towards the Persians who re-
mained Zoroastrians, forbidding the destruction of their fire
temples though not permitting the erection of new pyres.

The Reign of Yezid Il., a.H. 101-10§ (720-724).—
Omar II. was succeeded by Yezid IL.,' son of Abdul
Malik. But the new Caliph had first to crush a rebellion
raised by his namesake the son of Mubhallab, who had
seized Irak, and so far made good his position that
governors ruled in his name in Fars, Kerman, and other
centres in Persia. Maslama, the Caliph’s brother, was
selected to lead the Syrian army, which defeated the rebels,
Yezid, their chief, being killed in the battle. His brothers,
who fled by sea to the Kerman province, were put to death
and their families were sold as slaves. As a reward for
his great services Maslama was appointed Governor of
both Irak and Khorasan. To the latter province he sent
his son-in-law Said, an effeminate man quite out of place
as Warden of the Marches. In spite o? Moslem expedi-
tions there was a general rising of the hordes in Khojand
and Ferghana, and the Soghdians, who remained loyal,
suffered considerably before help could be afforded them.
When troops arrived on the scene they attacked the
Soghdians, who had by that time broken away from their
allegiance, and there was much indecisive fighting and
raiding. Altogether during the reign of Yezid 1l. the
decadence of the Omayyad dynasty becomes more marked.

1 The examination by this Caliph of the first recorded English traveller to the East
is related in Chapter LII.
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The Abbasid Propaganda.—It was about this period
that Mohamed, great-grandson of Abbas, the uncle of the
Prophet, began to advance the pretensions of the Hashi-
mite branch of the Kureish. To conciliate the Shia party,
it was claimed that the rights of the house of Ali had been
surrendered and merged in the Abbasid representatives,
and emissaries from Mohamed, who lived in a retreat in
the wilds of Palestine, began to visit Khorasan, where
their Hashimite propaganda found a fruitful soil. The
pioneers were put to death, but the cause prospered
nevertheless, and gained many adherents throughout
Persia and Irak.

The Rebellion of Zayd, a.n. 122 (740).—The Abbasid
party was greatly strengthened by the attempt of Zayd, a
grandson of Husayn, to raise a rebellion. The Kufans,
true to their record, covenanted with him but failed him
when he raised his standard. He died fighting bravely,
and with him the cause of the Shias was lost for the time
being, while the opposition to the Omayyad dynasty
became more united in favour of the house of Abbas.

The Caliphate of Hisham, a.1. 105-125 (724—743).—
During the comparatively long reign of Hisham the
decline of the Omayyad dynasty continued. 1 have
mentioned briefly the only incidents which directly con-
cern Persia. But the fact should not be overlooked that
it was during the Caliphate of Hisham that the Moslems
invaded France. For Europe the issue of the battle won
by Charles Martel in A.p. 732, exactly a century after the
death of the Founder of Islam, was of supreme importance.
As Lord Houghton wrote :

Think if the arm of Charles Martel

Had failed upon the Plain of Tours !
That fate whose course we know so well,
That foul subjection, had been ours.
Where then had been the high renown
France can from sire to son deliver,
Where English freedom, rolling down,
One broadening, one continuous river.!

1 Quoted from the Spectator of October §, 1912, I have to thank its editor for the
identification of the quotation,
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Welid II. and Yezid I1].; a.H. 125-126 (743~744).—
The last Caliphs of the Omayyad dynasty call for little
mention. Welid, a profligate ruler, was killed by his
cousin Yezid, who himself died a few months later. The
whole of the Moslem world was in a state of anarchy,
during which Ibrahim, the successor of Mohamed, worked
strenuously to advance the Abbasid cause.

The Rebellion of Ibn Muavia, A.H. 126-129 (744—747)-
—During the Caliphate of Merwan 1I., who succeeded
Yezid III., there were various insurrections in Syria,
which were crushed with the vindictive cruelty that was
now usual. Of greater importance was the rebellion of
Ibn Muavia, a descendant of Jafar, brother of Ali. Upon
the accession of Merwan the Pretender was acknowledged
at Kufa, but, being deserted by its ever fickle inhabitants,
he retreated to Madain, where thousands rallied to his
standard. With this force and the support of the Khari-
jites, Ibn Muavia established himself at Istakhr, and his
Governors ruled in Isfahan, and in Rei and Kumis. In
A.H. 129 (747) the Pretender was defeated by the Syrian
troops and, like other pretenders, fled to Khorasan. The
famous Abu Muslim, of whom we shall hear more very
shortly, was at this time established at Merv, nominally
in the interests of the Hashimite section of the Kureish,
but actually as the agent of the house of Abbas. Ibn
Muavia not unnaturally looked to him for support, but
was put to death by the Governor of Herat, on Abu
Muslim’s orders.

The Raising of the Black Standard in Khorasan,
A.H. 129 (747).—Everywhere the weakening control of
the central power allowed the Arabs to waste their
strength in internal feuds, and alike in Spain in the
extreme west, in Africa, in Syria, and in Irak the situation
was most gloomy for the Caliph. In Khorasan too the
able Governor Nasr who had proved his military capacity
by defeating and capturing Kursul the Khakan, was
opposed by the Yemenite faction, and the ceaseless quarrel
between Modhar and Yemen convulsed Khorasan as
much as it was convulsing Spain.

At this juncture Abu Muslim raised the black standard
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of the house of Abbas, which bore the following inscrip-
tion from the Koran : ¢ Permission to fight is accorded
to those who take up arms because they have been
unjustly treated.” This remarkable man, destined to
overthrow the Omayyad dynasty and to set the house of
Abbas in its stead, was purchased as a slave at Mecca by
Mohamed, the head of the Abbasid family. Showing
conspicuous ability, he was employed as a confidential
agent, and constantly travelled between Southern Palestine
and his native province Khorasan. It was in consequence
of his reports that active steps were taken. Intrigues con-
ducted with consummate skill resulted in the capture of
both Herat and Merv. Nasr reported that 200,000 men
had sworn allegiance to Abu Muslim, and concluded his
appeal for help against the growing movement with the
following celebrated verses :

I see amidst the embers the glow of fire, and it
wants but little to burst into a blaze,

And if the wise ones of the people quench it not,
its fuel will be corpses and skulls.

Verily fire is kindled by two sticks, and verily
words are the beginning of warfare.

And I cry in amazement, “ Would that I knew

whether the House of Omayya were awake or asleep ! ”

Merwan attempted to send reinforcements to his Viceroy,
and he arrested Ibrahim, who henceforth disappears from
the scene; but Abul Abbas and Abu Jafar, Ibrahim’s
brothers, escaped to Kufa, where they were protected and
remained in hiding.

Meanwhile Kahtaba, the able general of Abu Muslim,
had twice defeated Nasr, at Nishapur and again at
Gurgan. Worn out and a fugitive, Nasr fled through
Rei and died before reaching Hamadan. Kahtaba, follow-
ing close behind, entered Rei, defeated the Caliph’s army,
which had marched up from Kerman, and took Nahavand.
He then avoided Ibn Hobaya at Jalola and descended into
Irak. The Syrian General, however, forestalled him and
fell back on Kerbela. An encounter followed near that
city, when Kahtaba defeated the army of the Caliph but
lost his own life. Under his son, Ibn Kahtaba, Kufa was
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taken, and Abul Abbas, emerging from hiding, was
after a time proclaimed Caliph by the victorious
army.
The Battle of the Great Zab, a.u. 132 (750).—While
this struggle was going on, another force, detached by
Kahtaba from Nahavand, defeated the troops of Merwan’s
son Abdulla and occupied Upper Mesopotamia. The
Caliph, who lived at Harran, at last took the field in
person, crossed the Tigris, and marched down its left bank
with an army 120,000 strong. He crossed the Zab by a
bridge, intending to fight a decisive battle with the
Abbasid forces commanded by Abdulla, uncle of Abul
Abbas. To stimulate the avaricious Arabs Merwan told
them that he had brought treasures with which to reward
them. This caused a movement towards the camp on
the part of some of the tribesmen which was mistaken for
flight. A panic ensued and the entire army fled, thousands
being drowned in the Great Zab. From the field of
battle the victors advanced on Mosul and the unfortunate
Merwan was hunted down and killed. 'With him perished
the Omayyad dynasty.

The Condition of Persia under the Omayyad Dynasty.—
In this chapter I have given as far as possible the history
of Persia as a province of the Moslem Empire. In a
period of universal tyranny and oppression, when tyrants
like Hajjaj represented the Caliph, it is certain that
the Persian people were worse treated than under the
first four Caliphs, who invariably attempted to secure
justice and to repress tyranny and corruption. The in-
habitants of Khorasan were largely instrumental in the
overthrow of the Omayyad dynasty. It was among them
that the Abbasid agents found their most devoted
followers, and we have the remarkable spectacle of a
people risking life and property to serve a man of an
alien race whom they had never seen, and serving him
with rare fidelity and devotion. It was this spirit in-
spiring the followers of the Black Standard which enabled
them to overcome the Arabs of Syria, who were lukewarm
so far as the Caliph was concerned, and thought merely
of their personal, or at most their tribal interests. Conse-
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quently, in a sense the victory won by the men of
Khorasan may be regarded as a sign of national awaken-
ing on the part of the oppressed Persians, who must have
been conscious that in all that made for civilization they
were superior to their Arab masters.
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CHAPTER XLIX

PERSIAN ASCENDANCY IN THE EARLY ABBASID PERIOD

The ascendancy of the Persians over the Arabs, that is to say of the con-
quered over the victors, had already for a long while been in course of prepara-
tion ; it became complete when the Abbasids, who owed their elevation to
the Persians, ascended the throne. These princes made it a rule to be on their
guard against the Arabs, and to put their trust only in foreigners, Persians,
especially those of Khorasan, with whom, therefore, they had to make friends.
—Dozy, Histoire d’Islamisme.

The End of Moslem Unity—The Omayyad dynasty
and the empire of Islam were interchangeable terms, but
this is not true of the Abbasid dynasty, which was never
acknowledged in Spain and from the first but inter-
mittently in Africa. In Persia, as will be seen, inde-
pendent dynasties arose as the Caliph grew weak, until
the appalling cataclysm of the Mongol invasion, sweepin
across Iran, ended the degenerate house of Abbas and
with it the Caliphate.

A second fact of special importance, so far as Persia
is concerned, is that the Abbasids owed their success to
armies raised in Khorasan, on which they relied to main-
tain the dynasty against the Arabs. The martial vigour
of the latter had naturally deteriorated, owing to the
luxury which their extraordinary successes had induced
and the system whereby they were maintained, without
working, at the expense of the Moslem empire, just as in
later days the Manchus were maintained in China. So
hostile was the dynasty to the Arabs that Abu Muslim’s
orders from Ibrahim, the brother of Abul Abbas, were to
“see that there be not one left in Khorasan whose tongue

61
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is the tongue of the Arabian, but he be slain.” Strange
orders these from a member of the Kureish tribe !

The Accession of Abul Abbas, a.u. 132 (749).—After
the victory of Kahtaba in the neighbourhood of Kufa,
Abu Salma, an agent of the Hashimite cause in Khorasan,
took possession of Kufa and governed under the title of
“Vizier of the house of Mohamed.” The two brothers
of Ibrahim who had been in hiding now emerged. Abul
Abbas was the younger, but of a noble mother, and
consequently his claims were held to be greater than
those of Abu Jafar, whose mother was a slave-girl. It
might have been expected that the proclamation of Abul
Abbas as Caliph would immediately follow, but Abu
Salma continually delayed until his hand was forced by
members of the Abbasid party who brought Abul Abbas
to the Great Mosque. There he ascended the pulpit
and inveighed against the infamous Omayyads, who had
usurped the rights of the Prophet. He is said to have
ended his fierce denunciations by exclaiming, “I am the
Great Avenger and my name is Saffak, ¢ the Shedder of
Blood.”” By this title Abul Abbas is known in history,
although it is not certain that he conferred it upon
himself.

The Massacre of the Omayyads.—The title of the
Caliph was made good by acts of ferocity directed against
the many members of the fallen dynasty. Every scion
of the house was hunted for his life. In Palestine the
uncle of the Caliph added treachery to cruelty. He
proclaimed an amnesty and confirmed it by a feast to
ninety members of the family. When all were seated a
poet declaimed against the evil deeds of the Omayyad
house, and at this signal they were murdered to a man.
A carpet was drawn over the ninety corpses and the
banquet was resumed | One of the family, born under
a lucky star, escaped the general slaughter, and after
wandering as a refugee in Africa was invited to reign
in Spain, where he founded a new Omayyad dynasty
which attained considerable splendour.

The Reign of Abul Abbas and his Death, a.n. 136
(754)-—The reign of Abul Abbas was stormy throughout,
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and it may have been due to his cruelty that a rebellion
broke out in Syria and Mesopotamia, where large armies
still supported the Omayyad cause. Basra, too, defied
the Khorasan troops of the Hashimite general, and had
there been a master-mind to give unity to these efforts
it might have gone hard with the house of Abbas ; but
none such was to be found. Ibn Hobayra clung to
Wasit at a time when his army might have saved the
Omayyad cause in Syria, and he was induced to capitulate.
The Khorasan veterans at length captured Basra, and
although in Khorasan and other outlying provinces risings
occurred, the Abbasid dynasty was before long firmly
established.

The treachery and ingratitude of Abul Abbas were
displayed in the assassination of Abu Salma, who was
waylaid when returning from a feast given in his honour
by the Caliph. Shortly afterwards Abul Abbas himself
died of small-pox. The five years of his reign had been
marked by massacres, treachery, perjury, and ingratitude
on a scale unprecedented in the annals of Islam.

Abu Fafar, Mansur, a.u. 136-158 (754—775).—Abu
Jafar, who succeeded to the Caliphate and assumed the
title of Mansur or Victorious, was faced with a serious
rebellion headed by his uncle Abdulla, the Conqueror of
Merwan. Abu Muslim was sent to oppose him, and the
Pretender in desperation butchered 17,000 Khorasan
troops whom he knew he could not trust. Abu Muslim
in the end succeeded, and Abdulla was taken prisoner
and placed in custody at Basra.

The Execution of Abu Muslim, a.u. 137 (754).—Just
as Abul Abbas had planned the assassination of Abu
Salma, so the ungrateful Mansur determined to kill the
too-powerful Abu Muslim. The latter, suspecting
treachery, asked one of his friends how he thought he
stood with the Caliph. The friend replied in a parable.
“A lion had his foot pierced by a thorn, so that it was
unable to move; and a simple-minded, well-meaning
man, seeing its weakness and hearing its moaning, took
pity on it, approached it, and drew forth the thorn from
its foot. Thereupon the lion slew the man ; ¢ for,’ it said,
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¢ thou art a meddlesome fellow, and perhaps thou may’st
assist some other lion, and it may drive me from m
hunting ground.”” Abu Muslim replied that, if he
ceased to care for the tender sapling he had planted,
passers-by would pluck it up. He thereupon returned
to Court, where, after listening to reproaches from the
Caliph in the most violent terms, he was cut to pieces.
Thus perished, at the early age of thirty-five, the man
to whose genius and devotion the house of Abbas mainly
owed its success. Retribution may have been due for the
blood of thousands of opponents slain by his orders, but
he had served his masters with consistent loyalty and rare
devotion, and his fate brands Abu Jafar as guilty of the
blackest ingratitude.

The Rebellions in Persia, a.u. 138 (756), and A.H.
141-143 (758-760).—In a.H. 138 (756) a rebellion
broke out in Persia, Sindbad, a follower of the old re-
ligion, having collected a force to avenge his master
Abu Muslim, who, he stated, upon being threatened by
Mansur, had pronounced the “Most Great Name” of
God, and had flown away in the form of a white dove.
For some three months Sindbad held the country from
Rei to Nishapur, and the rebellion was not crushed until
sixty thousand of his followers had been killed. Three
years later the Governor of Khorasan rebelled, but was
defeated by Ibn Khuzayma, with whom was associated
Mehdi, the Caliph’s son and eventual successor. It is an
indication of the growing importance of Khorasan that
Mehdi was afterwards appointed its Governor. The
Sipahbud® of Tabaristan, with whom Sindbad had taken
refuge after his defeat, and to whose care the treasure of
Abu Muslim had been entrusted, also rebelled, with the
result that Tabaristan was conquered by the Moslems
and the Sipakbud in despair took poison.

The Ravandis, a.H. 141 (758).—It was about this time
that a strange Persian sect which believed in the trans-
migration of souls and held that the Caliph was
temporarily inhabited by the Deity, suddenly invaded the
palace of Mansur, crying out, “It is the house of our

1 Vide Chapter XLIIIL.
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Lord, he that giveth us food to eat and water to drink.”
The Caliph, relying on his own authority to quell the
tumult, imprisoned their leaders, whereupon they stormed
the prison and nearly killed him. These fanatics, who
were called Ravandis from the town of Ravand near
Isfahan, continued to exist until the beginning of the
tenth century. They were, curiously enough, the cause
of the institution of a ‘“sentry horse,” which thence-
forward was always kept ready saddled at Court for an
emergency.
The Rebellion of the Descendants of Hasan, a.H. 144
(761).—A much more serious danger than the rebellions
in Persia threatened Mansur when Medina and Basra
rose to support the claims of the house of Ali. The
rebellious cities were dealt with one after the other, and
at Medina the Pretender was deserted and fell fighting.
His brother Ibrahim took possession of Basra and then
of Kufa, but he, too, fell in battle after almost winning the
day, and his army broke up and dispersed.
The Foundation of Baghdad, a.u. 145 (762).—Mansur
was the founder of Baghdad, which under his grandson
Haroun-al-Rashid was destined to enshrine the imperish-
able memories of the romantic East as recorded in the glow-
ing pages of the Arabian Nights. In forming the new city
he had the statesmanlike design of removing the army
from the neighbourhood of Kufa and Basra, which were
hotbeds of intrigue ; and by reason of its position a few
' miles above the ancient Madain, and the permanent
 establishment of the Court within its walls, it soon
became the capital of the Empire. Cantonments were
| built on the eastern bank of the river, with three separate
camps, for the Khorasan levies on which Mansur depended
and for the Yemen and Modhar tribes.

The Rising ar Herat, a.u. 150 (767).—The latter years
of the reign of Mansur were comparatively peaceful.
There was a rising at Herat under Ustad or ¢« Master
Craftsman’” Sis, who declared himself a prophet, and
occupied Khorasan and Sistan until Ibn Khuzayma
defeated him with heavy slaughter. Perhaps the chief
importance of the event lies in the fact that the rebel’s
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daughter Khayzran was taken by Mehdi into his harem,
and became the mother of Hadi and of Haroun.

Persian Influence under Mansur.—During the long
reign of Mansur Persian influence became more and
more marked. The Court dress was Persian, and
literature, medicine, and astronomy began to be studied
under the patronage of the Caliph, who was specially
interested in astrology. Moreover, the Caliphate, which
possessed no good traditions of administration on which
to rely, adopted the same system as that by which the
Sasanian monarchs had ruled. Chief of the great officers
was the Vizier. The first holder of that title, as has been
already mentioned, was Abu Salma. He was assassinated
and his immediate successor was poisoned. The office
then passed to the famous Barmecides or descendants of
Barmak, a title borne by the high priest of the great fire-
temple of Balkh, who was their ancestor. The Barmecides
ruled for more than fifty years (a.n. 752-804), and by
their splendid abilities and generous patronage of learning
and science created the golden period of the Abbasid
dynasty.

Mehdi, an. 158-169 (775—785).—Mansur during
his lifetime had appointed Mehdi his successor, and when
he died the reaction from his harsh and gloomy rule
found expression in praises of Mehdi, who 1s described
as “the brilliant moon in beauty ; the spring-time from
his perfumes and suavity ; the lion by his courage ; and
the sea, with its resounding waves, is the emblem of his
munificence and generosity.” Nor were these praises
wholly unmerited ; for the new Caliph inaugurated his
reign by deeds of mercy, and steadily developed the
Empire, improving communications, fortifying important
centres, founding towns and villages, and encouraging
poetry, literature, and music. On the other hand, there
must be laid to his charge instances of cruelty to his
ministers and generals, and the fact that he organized a
persecution of the Manichaeans, even establishing a special
department to deal with these heretics.

The Veiled Prophet of Khorasan, A.n. 1§8—161 (774—
777)-—To the beginning of Mehdi’s reign belong the |



XLIX THE EARLY ABBASID PERIOD 67

incidents made familiar to English readers in Moore’s
well-known poem. Its hero, Mokanna, known as Hakim
Burkai, or “the Physician with the face-veil,” was born
at Karez, which is now a squalid village on the road
between Meshed and Herat. He taught the immanence
of the Deity in Adam, in Abu Muslim, whose name was
still intensely revered, and in himself.! For four years
he held Central Asia, until, being besieged and seeing no
hope, he cast himself into a tank of vitriol.

Hadi, a.n. 169—-170 (785-786).—Mehdi’s favourite
son was Haroun, who had gained much glory in a campaign
to the Bosphorus in a.H. 156, and he wished to pass over
his elder son Musa, better known as Hadi; but the
latter refused to renounce his rights, and on the sudden
death of Mansur he was proclaimed Caliph without
opposition. His reign, however, was short and un-
important, and when he died, after ruling for about a
year, he was succeeded by his brother, who has achieved
enduring fame as Haroun-al-Rashid, or “Aaron the
Upright.” Under him the golden age of Islam was
ushered in.

1 Browne points out the essential identity of all these sects and gives details in vol. i.
chap, ix. of his work.
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CHAPTER L

THE GOLDEN AGE OF ISLAM

It was a dynasty abounding in good qualities, richly endowed with generous
attributes, wherein the wares of Science found a ready sale, the merchandise
of Culture was in great demand, the observances of Religion were respected,
charitable bequests flowed freely . . . and the frontiers were bravely kept.—
AL-FakHRI, on the Abbasid Dynasty.

The Splendour of Haroun-al-Rashid, a.H. 170-193
(786-809).—

Adown the Tigris I was borne,

By Bagdat’s shrines of fretted gold,
High-walled gardens green and old ;
True Mussulman was I and sworn,
For it was in the golden prime

Of good Haroun Alraschid.

These lines from Tennyson indicate both the
magnificence of the golden age of Islam and its close
association with Haroun, the Solomon of the Abbasid
dynasty. Bold and of active habit, the great Caliph took
part in the campaigns waged against the Byzantine
Empire, and during his reign Moslem fleets fought
successfully in the Mediterranean. Everywhere Islam
was in the ascendant.

It is of much interest to note that Charlemagne
despatched an embassy to Haroun, composed of two
Christians and a Jew, the latter presumably the interpreter, |
who sought for easier access to the Holy Sepulchre and |
wished to foster trade with the Caliphate. The return
gifts from Haroun included an elephant, the first to be
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seen in Western Europe for many centuries, and upon
the instructions of the Caliph the Patriarch of Jerusalem
sent the keys of the Holy Sepulchre to Charlemagne.
Haroun, at the request of the Frank ambassadors, not
only protected Western pilgrims who visited the Holy
Land, but even built a hospice for their entertainment, a
convincing proof of his broad outlook. From Chinese
sources we learn that an embassy was also sent by Haroun
to the Emperor of China. But these embassies were
mere incidents unrecorded by the Arab chroniclers, who
love to dilate on the splendour of the Caliph’s Court and
the number of philosophers, doctors of law, poets, and
other learned men who assembled there and inaugurated a
period which reached its zenith under Mamun. It was
the lavish generosity of Haroun, who rewarded a poet for
a sonnet by a gift of 5000 pieces of gold, ten Greek slave
girls, a horse, and a robe of honour, that drew men of
letters to his Court. The main credit for this movement
is due to him, though, to some extent, he was following
in the footsteps of his father.

The Hasanite Prince of Daylam, a.n. 176 (792).—
Nevertheless there was another side to Haroun’s
character. The case of Yahya, a descendant of the Imam
Hasan, shows that, with all his great qualities, he was
not free from the treachery of his family. Yahya had
gained possession of Daylam, a district to the west of
Resht now termed Talish, and grew so powerful and
' maintained so brilliant a court that the jealousy of the
 Caliph was excited. Fazl, the Barmecide Governor of
Persia, was sent to attack him with a large army, but
terms were made and a document was drawn up and
sealed, according to which Yahya was to visit Baghdad
and there receive honourable treatment. The Caliph,
upon the arrival of the Prince, treated him with honour
and made him costly presents, but shortly afterwards
discovered a flaw in the document and threw him into
prison.

The Downfall of the Barmecides—The fall of the
Barmecides is one of the best known events in Oriental
history, so powerful and distinguished were the family,
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and above all so generous. Yahya, son of Khalid, had
handed over his offices to his two sons, Fazl and Jafar,
who between them ruled the Empire. Jafar was the
special friend and boon companion of Haroun, who, being
deeply attached to his sister Abbasa, wished for her
presence also when the two were together. But by
Moslem custom this was out of the question, and in order
to overcome the difficulty Abbasa was married to Jafar,’!
on the express understanding, however, that the marriage
was to be only nominal. But, as might have been
expected, this artificial arrangement failed, and Abbasa,
who was deeply enamoured of her husband, visited him
in the disguise of a slave and bore him a child. Haroun
was furious at what he probably regarded as high treason,
and put Jafar to death ; Yahya and Fazl were imprisoned,
and both died before their ungrateful master. No great
family has ever excited more sympathy in its misfortunes,
and the tragedy made a deep impression, which has been
preserved for us in the lament of poets and annalists of
the time. :

The Death of Haroun-al-Rashid, a.u. 193 (809).—
In a.u. 193 (809) the Caliph marched in person to crush
a rebellion which, breaking out in Samarcand under the
leadership of a certain Rafi, had spread far and wide.
Haroun, although but forty-threeyears old, was prematurely
worn out, and grew worse as he moved slowly eastwards.
He informed his physician of his disease, but added :
“Have a care that thou keep it secret; for my sons
are watching the hour of my decease, as thou mayest see -
by the shuffling steed they will now mount me on, adding
thus to mine infirmity.” There is pathos in these words,
but sympathy is checked by the knowledge that Haroun’s
last act was to have the brother of the rebel chief slain in
his presence. Shortly afterwards the great Caliph passed
away. He was buried where he died, in a garden, and a
few years later the Imam Riza was laid to rest under the

1 A curious instance of a nominal marriage came under my notice at Kerman.
An old lady of scventy who managed her own affairs was much inconvenienced by the
fact that she had to remain veiled in front of her steward. To obviate this, she
married his infant son, and as by this act she became the steward’s daughter-in-law
she could unveil before him. Truly a mariage de convenance !
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same dome, and round the tombs has sprung up the city
of Meshed. As 1 write these lines, I am sitting in the
British Consulate-General, little more than one thousand
yards from Haroun-al-Rashid’s grave.

Amin and Mamun,a.H. 193—198 (808-813).—Haroun,
like Cyrus the Great, made the fatal mistake of dividing
the Empire. Amin, the son of Zobayda, was nominated
heir-apparent during his father’s lifetime, and Abdulla,
surnamed Mamun, or “The Trusted,” son of a Persian
wife, was declared to be the next successor and was given
the government of the Caliphate east of Hamadan, just as
Bardiya, the brother of Cambyses, was appointed ruler of
the Eastern provinces of the Empire of the Achaemenians.
In anticipation of the death of Haroun, the heir-apparent
had despatched an agent with the army to Khorasan. On
the demise of the Caliph the agent produced two letters
sealed by Amin. By the terms of the first, Mamun was
instructed to have the oath of allegiance sworn to both
brothers (Amin and Mamun), but by the terms of the
second the army, which had been bequeathed to Mamun,
was ordered to return to Baghdad; this order was
promptly executed as the families of the soldiers were
in the power of Amin.

Mamun proclaimed Caliph of the Eastya.H. 196 (811).—
The brothers consequently started on bad terms, and
Mamun, under the guidance of Fazl ibn Sahl, a recent
Persian convert to Islam, strengthened his position in
Khorasan, where his Persian blood gave rise to the saying,
“Son of our Sister, he is one of ourselves and an Abbasid
toboot.” Hisable general, Harthama, captured Samarcand,
Rafi submitted, and Mamun felt strong enough to declare
himself Caliph of the East. Amin, on the other hand,
was a weak voluptuary who lavished the revenues of the
Caliphate on unworthy pleasures. But he was popular in
Baghdad, where he spent huge sums of money, and where
Mamun was disliked for his Persian proclivities.

The Campaigns of Tahir the Ambidextrous and the
Death of Amin.—Under a court ruled by eunuchs and
mistresses the army degenerated, and Amin’s attempts to
attack his brother were uniformly unsuccessful. A force



v HISTORY OF PERSIA CHAP.

which he at length despatched to invade Persia was allowed
to approach Rei without opposition, but there it was
defeated by a smaller body under Tahir ¢the Ambi-
dextrous,” who slew Amin’s general, Ali, with his left
hand. This Tahir, a Persian by race, was the descendant
of a slave who, upon securing his freedom, became a client
of the Khuzai clan. He founded the Tahiri dynasty,
which was to play a great part in Khorasan, and the
present Amirs of Kain claim descent from him.!

After his victory Tahir assumed the offensive, and
with the support of Harthama advanced on the capital
by way of Ahwaz, defeating army after army on the way.
Amin, distracted first by a rebellion in Syria and then by
a conspiracy which was for a time successful, was in no
position to withstand him. Receiving the allegiance of
Arabia for his master, Tahir captured Wasit, and Baghdad
alone remained loyal to the Caliph of the West. After a
siege which lasted for a whole year the city was taken by
storm. Amin, who had taken refuge in the citadel, then
surrendered, and was put to death by the Khorasan
soldiery.

Rebellions in the Western Half of the Caliphate, s.H. 198—
201 (813-816).—But the struggle between the Persian
and the Arabian halves of the Caliphate was not ended by
the death of Amin. By an act of folly Tahir after his
victories was removed from the supreme command in
favour of Hasan, brother of Fazl, the Persian Vizier,
and although he was appointed Governor of Syria and
Mesopotamia instead, he was naturally disinclined to take
active steps, and remained at Ricca a passive spectator of
events.

Mamun apparently determined to make Merv? his
capital and did not appear at Baghdad. In consequence,
a rising was fomented at Kufa in favour of the House of
Ali, and other rebellions broke out in Asia Minor and
Arabia. Harthama, faithful to Mamun, travelled to

1 Ten Thousand Miles, etc., p. 399.

2 According to Yakut, the following saying is attributed to Mamun : * There are
three things at Merv which the poor enjoy as well as the rich, to wit, its delicious
melons, its water, which is always fresh owing to the abundance of the snows, and its
downy cotton,”



( *uo1303[[0d s 1oINy Yy ur samord ueIsIdJ € Wox])

AHILNNH dHL ANV VZI¥d WVIKI dHL




Digitized by Microsoft ®




L THE GOLDEN AGE OF ISLAM 73

Merv to warn him of the dangerous position of affairs,
but owing to the influence of the Vizier he was not
allowed even to speak, but was hurried off to prison,
where he died.

The Proclamation of Ali Riza as Heir-Apparent, a.H.
201 (817).—To meet the crisis the Caliph took an extra-
ordinary step. In the hope of putting an end to the
insurrection, he appointed as his heir-apparent Ali Riza,
the head of the House of Ali, although he was twenty-
two years older than himself. He promulgated an edict
directing that allegiance was to be sworn to the Imam
Riza, as he is generally termed, and in order to mark the
new departure he ordained that the green of the Shia
was to be substituted for the black of the House of
Abbas. The Shias were enraptured,’ but at Baghdad the
people rose in fury to depose Mamun, and his uncle
Ibrahim received homage as Caliph. When news of this
serious occurrence reached Merv, Ali Riza had the nobility
to warn the Caliph that his policy would break up the
Empire. Mamun, realizing the truth at last, gave orders
to march on Baghdad, and Fazl was assassinated in his
bath at Sarakhs, probably by order of his master.

His Sudden Death, a.1. 203 (818).—At this time the
Caliph gave one of his own daughters to Ali Riza and
a second to Ali Riza's son, while as a further mark of
favour he conferred upon one of his brothers the high
honour of presiding at the annual pilgrimage to Mecca.
But the catalogue of his distinctions came to an abrupt
close. The Imam Riza died suddenly from a surfeit
of grapes and was buried under the same dome as
Haroun-al-Rashid. Rumour, accepted as truth by the
Shias, represented that the grapes were poisoned, and it
cannot be denied that the heir-apparent’s disappearance
| was extremely opportune. Nevertheless, many eminent
Orientalists, Beveridge among the number, believe that
he died a natural death. Be this as it may, Shia pilgrims
at the present day, when moving in procession round the
tomb of Ali Riza, pause to cry out “Curses on Haroun

Y In The Glory of the Shia ¥ orld, p. 237, 1 have described the whole event from the
Shia point of view.
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and on Mamun,” and thus the two most eminent and
most Persophlle Caliphs of the Abbasid dynasty are
annually execrated by thousands who would otherwise
never have heard of their existence.

Tahir, Viceroy of the East, a.H. 204~207 (819-822).
__The insurrection of Ibrahim speedily collapsed, and
Mamun showed mercy and an entire absence of vindic-
tiveness towards the rebels. Tahir was appointed Viceroy
of the East; but he showed signs of disloyalty and was
thereupon poisoned, probably by an agent of the Caliph.
But the influence he had acquired was so great that his
son Talha was allowed to succeed him; and by this
appointment Khorasan achieved the status of a semi-
independent kingdom.

The Later Years of Mamun and his Death, A.u. 218
(833).—After his power had been established at Baghdad
the position and prestige of Mamun rivalled that of his
father. At the same time there was little peace within
the Empire. An insurrection in Egypt took twelve years
to crush, and for twenty years a brigand named Babek,
who professed transmigration and other mystic doctrines,
terrorized the northern provinces, holding his own in
Azerbaijan, and defeating army after army sent against
him.

Mamun was of the same active habit as his father,
and the close of his reign found him taking the field in
person against the Greeks near Tarsus, where, like
Alexander the Great, he caught a chill from the cold
mountain water. Less fortunate than the great Greek,
however, he died from the effects of his imprudence.

The Arts, Science, and Literature under Mamun.—A
mere recital of the chief events of Mamun’s reign does
not convey the impression of exceptional brilliance or
conspicuous success. Yet all writers agree that for
Islam this was the golden age of intellectual activity.
The arts, literature, science, the practice of medicine
were now seriously studied, and pursued with such
thoroughness that 1t was through the vehicle of Arabic
that benighted Europe became again aware of the glorious
heritage of Greek science and philosophy of which it had
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lost sight.  All men of learning, whether Moslems, Jews,
Christians, or Pseudo-Sabaeans,! were welcomed by the
munificent Caliph, and search was diligently made for
the works of the Greek historians, philosophers, and men
of science in order that they might be translated into
Arabic.

It is very interesting to observe how among Moslems
the various sciences sprang up in connexion, more or
less directly, with the study of the Koran. In the first
place, the conversion of thousands of Persians and other
conquered peoples created an urgent need for grammars
and dictionaries. Then came the study of history, not
only of the Arabs themselves but also of the Persians
and Greeks, in order to explain the allusions to other
peoples that were met with in the Koran and in old
poems, which were collected and critically examined for
the elucidation of rare or archaic words. But still these
studies did not satisfy, and the search for knowledge
was continually pushed through new and more and
more divergent channels. Thirdly, an acquaintance with
geography became indispensable, not only for the study
of the Koran but also for the very practical purpose of
organizing the rapidly expanding Empire.

Moslem Exploration and Geography.r—The story of
Moslem exploration, although mainly commercial, 1s of
great interest, especially that carried on by sea outside
the limits of the Empire. It was but a continuation of
the old maritime activity of the Arabs and Persians, in
proof of which we learn that Islam was preached at Canton,
among foreigners consisting mainly of Persians and Arabs,
between a.p. 618 and 626. In other words, the new
religion had reached China before the Hijra, which fact
points to considerable intercourse between Arabia and
China. The earliest Arab records of the trade with

! Vide Browne’s interesting account of the Pseudo-Sabacans of Harran in vol. i.
p. 302 of his p. cit. ; also the account given of the Nestorians in Chapter XX XVIIL.
of this work.

? For this section 1 have consulted The Dawn of Modern Geography, by Doctor
Raymond Beazley 5 Lands of the Eastern Caliphate, by Guy le Strange ; and the work
of Chau Ju-Kua termed Chu-fan-chi, or * Description of Barbarous Peoples,” translated
and edited by F. Hirth and W. W. Rockhill. The two former books are valuable
standard works, and the latter I have also found most useful.
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China date from the ninth century. The voyages of a
merchant called Sulayman and of Ibn Wahab of Basra
were undertaken in the first and second half of this
century respectively, and from the account of them given
in the Salsalat-al-Tawarikh, or < Chain of Chronicles,” by
Sayyid Hasan, of Siraf in the Persian Gulf, we learn that
the voyages started from this port. The route taken was
by Maskat, Kulam and the Nicobar Islands, to Kalah
in the Malay Peninsula, from which it was about a
month’s sail to Canton. So important was the foreign
colony, according to Sulayman, that a Moslem was ap-
pointed at Canton by the Chinese to maintain order
among his co-religionists.

Moslem travellers also traversed the Indian Ocean
and probably reached Madagascar to the south, while to
the north the steppes of Russia were penetrated by the
same merchant-explorers. The voyages preserved to us
in the “ Adventures of Sindbad the Sailor,” in the guise of
charming stories abounding with marvels, give us a
delightful picture of the world as it was known to the
Moslem mariner and merchant, and are worthy of study
from that point of view alone.

Among the famous Moslems may be reckoned the
three great geographers, Istakhri, an inhabitant of Istakhr,
Ibn Haukal, and Mukaddasi. These scientific authorities
succeeded Ibn Khurdadbih,! the Postmaster-General of the
Caliphate, who in the preceding century drew up what
may best be described as a “Route Book,” in which he
tabulated the distances and other information concerning
the various routes leading from Baghdad. The systematic
geographers of the tenth century describe fully each
province of the Caliphate on an ordered system, giving
also the main trunk routes incidentally in connexion with
their descriptions. The work of Ibn Haukal is but a new
cdition of the Persian geographer, with certain modifica-
tions. Istakhri treats of his native province of Fars in
considerable detail, whereas Ibn Haukal treats all the
provinces in the same proportion. ;i

Mukaddasi, their contemporary, “wrote his geography

1 Dawn of Modern Geography, vol. i. p. 425 ft.
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entirely on independent lines and chiefly from his personal
observation of the divers provinces. His work is
probably the greatest, it is certainly the most original,
of all those which the Arab geographers composed.”!
It is not possible in the space at my disposal to give
details of the trade routes which connected the Caliphate
with every quarter of Europe and Asia, but I cannot
omit a reference to Rei, on the great trunk route from
west to east, where the Slav merchants who had de-
scended the Volga from the north met the traders from
the Levant. Elsewhere I have spoken of Persia as the
“ Highway of the Nations,” and this fact by itself would
go far to justify the description.

We now come to the science of geography. Mamun
“created the first true school of geographical science
which had been seen since the days of the Antonines. . .
An observatory was founded at Baghdad where attempts
were made to determine the obliquity of the ecliptic.
Once again Mamun caused a simultaneous measurement
to be taken, in Syria and in Mesopotamia, of a space of
two degrees of the terrestrial meridian.” *

It would be well if Europeans who are sometimes
apt in ignorance to depreciate the East would contrast
the state of learning, of science, of literature, and of the
arts among Moslems in this century with the deep
darkness which then covered Europe. It is not too
much to say that in all these departments of intellectual
activity the East was incomparably superior to the then
benighted West, and this continued true during a period
of some five hundred years; for not until the twelfth
century did Christendom cease to depend on the East for
its light. Ex Oriente lux : no aphorism ever crystallized
a profounder truth.

The Mutazila Sect.—It would be improper in any
account of the golden age of Islam, however brief, to
pass over without at least some mention the special
doctrine which won the adherence of the Caliph and his
Court.®* The Mutazila, or “Seceders,” represented the

1 Lands of the Eastern Caliphate, p. 13.
2 Dawn of Geography, vol. i. p. 409.
3 This brief reference is founded on chap. viii. of Browne’s great work.
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protest of human understanding against the tyranny of
the orthodox teaching, and their tenets were in effect a
cry for freedom of action. They opposed the orthodox
doctrine of predestination, which represented the Deity
as punishing man for sins which he had been preordained
to commit. They equally opposed the dogma which
made the Koran coeternal and coexistent with God.
The Caliphs Mamun, Motasim, and Wathik embraced
the views of this seceding sect ; but instead of allowing
freedom to the orthodox Moslems, they treated them
with fanatical intolerance, until persecution brought about
the inevitable reaction, and the political power of the
sect, which under these three Caliphs had been supreme,
ceased shortly after the accession of Mutawakkil, the
tenth in succession of the House of ‘Abbas.

Motasim, a.H. 218-227 (833-842).—Mamun before
his death issued a rescript by the terms of which his
brother Abu Ishak succeeded to the Caliphate under the
title of Motasim. His reign resembled that of his
brother, freedom of discussion being allowed except as
regards the dogmas of the Mutazila sect, dissent from
which involved the penalty of death.

The Mamelukes and the Founding of Samarra.—At the
beginning of the reign of Haroun a Turkish general was
appointed to supreme military command of the army
operating in the West. This was forty-eight years before
the accession of Motasim, and during that period
thousands of Mamelukes or “owned” slaves had been
imported every year from Central Asia to fill the ranks
of the army and to supply the royal body-guard. Many
of these men won the Caliph’s favour, and gradually they
displaced the Arabs, who returned to their deserts. The
evils of this system were apparent from the first, but
the more the Arabs resented the Caliph’s foreign body-
guard, the more Motasim leaned on the Turks, until
in course of time they usurped all power and authority ;
ultimately they founded the Mameluke dynasty of
Egypt. , o

The legend runs that the Caliph when riding one day
in Baghdad was accosted by an old Arab Shaykh, who
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complained in homely but forcible language that there
was no escape from the insolence and rapine of the
Turks. This so upset Motasim that he never again
rode abroad in Baghdad, but founded a new city at
Samarra, some sixty “miles above the capital.

The Revolr of the Fart or Gypsies.—Under the orders
of Walid I, at the beginning of the eighth century of
our era, a large number of Jatt, termed Zott by the Arabs,
had been transported with their buffaloes from the lower
Indus to the marches of the Tigris.! As soon as they
were firmly established there they began to rob and to
kill. By closing the Basra-Baghdad road they raised the
cost of food in the capital, and compelled successive
Caliphs to send armies to subdue them. Their insolence
is expressed in the following poem, preserved in the pages

. of Tabari :

O inhabitants of Baghdad die! May your dismay last long! . . .
It is we who have defeated you, after having forced you

to fight us in the open country.
It is we who have driven you in front of us

like a flock of weaklings.

Mamun’s generals were unsuccessful in dealing with
the elusive scourge, and Motasim’s first care was to
send Ojayf, a trusted Arab general, to subdue this alien
people Ultxmately, in A.H. 220 (834.), OJayf succeeded
in his task by cutting their communications. The Zott
surrendered, and after being exhibited in boats to the
delighted citizens of Baghdad, wearing their national garb
and playing their musical instruments, were exiled to
Khanikin on the Turkish frontier—now a stage on the
Teheran road—and to the frontiers of Syria, whither
they proceeded, taking with them their buffaloes. These
useful animals they can claim to have introduced into the
Near East and into Europe.

The Capture of Babek, an. 222 (837).—Motasim’s
most successful general was Afshin, who, after two years

! I would refer to the deeply interesting Mémoire sur les migrations des Tsiganes &
travers I Asie by Professor de Goeje. Some years ago, I collected vocabularies of the
Gypsy dialect in both the Kerman and the Khorasan provinces 5 wide Fournal Anthro-
pological Institute, vol. xxxii., 1902, p. 339, and vol. xxxvi., July~December, 1906.
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of hard fighting in the neighbourhood of Ardebil, destroyed
the power of Babek. This man had been a scourge of the
Caliphate for twenty years, in the course of which he had
defeated six armies and occasioned the slaughter of a
quarter of million men and taken thousands of men and
women prisoners. After his final defeat by Afshin, Babek
fled, but was handed over to the Caliph by an Armenian
prince with whom he had taken sanctuary, and was put
to a cruel death.

The account of his execution and that of his brother
practically terminates Tabari’s valuable history. The
historian himself was born two years after this incident,
but he only briefly summarizes the events of his own
time.

The Campaign against the Greeks, a.H. 223 (838).—
Like Mamun, Motasim was a man of energy and
active habit, and when he heard that the Greeks were
ravaging Syria he asked which was their strongest fortress.
Being told Amorium, he advanced on it with a powerful
army. Theophilus, the Greek Emperor, was defeated in
a pitched battle, and, as his army was not able to face the
Moslems, he was doomed to inaction while Amorium was
besieged. After a successful resistance for nearly two
months, a weak point in the fortifications was pointed
out by a renegade and the fortress was destroyed, its
garrison being treated with much cruelty.

The Later Years of Motasim’s Reign.—The later years
of Motasim were disturbed by a conspiracy headed by
Ojayf, who viewed with jealousy the increase in power
of the Turks. The insurrection was put down with
barbarous cruelty, and shortly afterwards Afshin fell from
favour and was put to death. Although arrested for
treachery and embezzlement, the religious fanaticism of
Motasim caused him to be tried and condemned for
holding Zoroastrian doctrines and for secret hostility to
Islam.

Wathik, a.u. 227-232 (842-847).—Wathik, who suc-
ceeded his father, Motasim, in A.H. 227 (842), was the
son of a Greek slave-girl. He marked his accession by
“squeezing " his ministers, some of whom were beaten
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“to encourage the others.” Disturbances broke out in
Persia, where the Kurds rebelled, and in Palestine and
Syria there were dangerous risings, which, however, were
put down, mainly by Turkish generals. A conspiracy
caused by the intolerance of the Caliph failed, and Wathik
might have reigned for many years and advanced the ex-
ploration of the countries to the North, in which he was
deeply interested.! But his constitution had been ruined
by dissipation. He suffered from incessant thirst, and the
curious remedy was prescribed of exposure in an oven.
The oven was overheated, possibly by design, and Wathik
perished. With his short, inglorious reign the golden

period of Islam came to an end.

Y Dawn of Modern Geography, vol. i. p. 414.
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CHAPTER 11

THE DECAY OF THE CALIPHATE AND THE REVIVAL
OF PERSIAN INDEPENDENCE

If I live, the sword shall decide between us: if I conquer, I will do as I
please ; if thou art victorious, bread and onions are my fare ; and neither thou
nor fortune can triumph over a man accustomed to such diet.—The Message
of Yakus BIN Lars to the CaLipH MoTaMID.

The Orthodox Reaction under Mutawakkil, s.H. 232—247
(847-861).—The reign of Mutawakkil is chiefly important
as marking the period of orthodox reaction. The
Mutazilite doctrines were abjured and their professors
in turn underwent persecution of the most cruel and
vindictive nature. Equally strong was the hatred which
the new Caliph displayed against the House of Ali; he
even encouraged his buffoon to dress up as “The Lion of
Allah,” while “Behold the pot-bellied bald one, the
Caliph of Islam ! was sung in derision. The tomb of
Husayn was destroyed and the site ploughed up. More-
over, Mutawakkil was fanatically opposed to Jews and
Christians, against whom obsolete laws were revived.
They were bound to paint the figure of Satan on the door-
posts of their houses, were subject to special taxes, were
obliged to wear a distinctive dull yellow dress,' and were
debarred from holding any Government appointment.
Indeed, their very children were forbidden to learn Arabic.

The Palace of Samarra and the Cypress of Kishmar.—
The Caliph himself was a dissolute and extravagant
voluptuary, and in the neighbourhood of Samarra he

1 The Zoroastrians of Yezd and Kerman are still obliged to wear these * honey-
coloured gowns.”
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built a new palace which cost untold sums of money.
Connected with it is the legend of Kishmar, already
mentioned in Chapter 1X. as the meeting-place of
Zoroaster and King Gustasp. It is stated that in order
to commemorate this event the Prophet of Iran planted
a cypress, which grew to a prodigious size and was
regarded as sacred by the Zoroastrians. The fanatical
Caliph ordered the tree, which was believed by that time
to be 1450 years old, to be felled, and, although large
sums were offered to save it, it was cut down and trans-
ported in sections to Samarra; but according to the
legend Mutawakkil was slain by his son on the day these
reached the palace. The story has some value as indicat-
ing the hold that Zoroastrianism still retained in the
province then known as Kuhistan. Incidentally, too, it
affords some help towards fixing the date of the meeting
between Zoroaster and Gustasp.

The Tahiri Dynasty, a.H. 205-259 (820-872).—
Mention has already been made of Tahir, the famous
general of Mamun who governed Khorasan. Under his
sons Nishapur succeeded Merv as the capital of what was
a semi-independent dynasty holding sway in Khorasan
for over half a century. The princes of this family were
unambitious and made no attempt to fish in troubled
waters, and the dynasty collapsed with little resistance
when attacked by the Saffarids in a.H. 259 (872). In
1909 I came across a small section of the Tahiri tribe
in the district of Turshiz to the south of Nishapur ; 1 was
also informed that irrigation pipes are occasionally found
stamped with the name of this dynasty.!

A Period of Anarchy, aH. 247-256 (861-870).—
Mutawakkil having alienated his eldest son, Muntassir, by
grossly abusing him when under the influence of drink, a
conspiracy of Turkish officers was formed in the interest
of the heir-apparent, and the Caliph was murdered in his
sleep. Muntassir succeeded, but died within a year, and
a period of anarchy ensued, during which Baghdad under-
went a second siege, and the Turkish soldiers made and
murdered caliphs at their pleasure. Rebellions, too,

1 Fournal R.G.S. for February 1911.
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broke out in every part of the Empire, and the dis-
integration of the Caliphate was hastened by the anarchy
at headquarters, which paralysed all attempts at repression
and left the provincial governors without support.

The Rise of the Saffar Dynasty.—During the Caliphate
of Mutawakkil a certain Salih ibn Nasr collected a body
of men in Sistan under the pretext of crushing an out-
break of Kharijites, and seized the province. The
Tahirid prince marched to Sistan in person and succeeded
in putting an end to the fighting between Salih and the
Kharijites, but upon his departure Salih again took the
field and was apparently allowed to hold the province
without further molestation.

Among his most able adherents was a certain Yakub
bin Lais, known as Saffar, or “the Coppersmith,” from
the trade pursued by his family. This extraordinary
adventurer, who while still a boy was noted for his
generosity, upon reaching manhood took to highway
robbery, which has frequently been a road to distinction
in Persia. His generosity and courage speedily brought
him success and a large following, which he placed at the
disposal of Salih, and in a.H. 247 (861), the year in which
Mutawakkil was assassinated, he became commander or
the army of Sistan under Salih’s successor. His first
success was the capture of Herat in a.H. 243 (876), and
having overrun and annexed Kerman?® and subsequently
Fars, he soon became ruler of an extensive kingdom.
He founded a short-lived dynasty which is remembered
with much affection by Persians, both because they
consider it to be the first Persian dynasty after the Arab
conquest, and also because it sprang from Sistan, the
home of Rustam and of the Keianian line.

Motamidy a.u. 2 §6-279 (870-892).—After nine years
of anarchy, Motamid, the eldest surviving son of
Mutawakkil, was elected Caliph. The Court returned
to Baghdad, where Turkish influence was less strong,
and guided by Motamid’s brother, Muaffak, who actually

1 Many years ago I was allowed to see and make a précis of an old manuseript
history of Bam by a certain Sayyid Tahir-u-Din ibn Shams-u-Din of Bam. In it

Yakub and his brother are praised, the former for improving the city of Jiruft and the
latter for building a mosque in it.
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Lt DECAY OF THE CALIPHATE 8¢
Aruled the Empire, the apparently moribund Caliphate

regained vigour and prestige.

~ The Zanj Insurrection, a.H. 255-270 (869—883).—No
saying is truer than that history repeats itself, and the
insurrection of the Zanj or “Ethiopians™ resembles
closely the Servile War headed by Spartacus which con-
vulsed the republic of Rome in the seventh decade s.c.
The Persian who headed the rising pretended to be
descended from Ali, and at first laid claim to a spiritual
leadership, but this pretension was soon forgotten and he
merely appealed to the slaves, to whom he promised
liberty and plunder. After meeting with scant success
in Arabia, he occupied the country round Basra, including
the lower valley of the Karun, where thousands of slaves
and many Beduin flocked to his standards. Again and
again the imperial armies were defeated, and Basra itself
was stormed by the Zanj and given over to pillage and
massacre. The hordes then spread southward along both
coasts of the Persian Gulf, and northward till they captured
Wasit and sacked Ahwaz. At last Muaffak, who had
hitherto not been free to devote his entire attention to
this serious outbreak, concentrated a large force; the
Zanj were surrounded in the difficult and marshy district
of the lower ‘delta, and, after fifteen years of massacre
and rapine, Khabis, or “the Reprobate,” was slain and
thousands of prisoners were released.

The Brilliant Career of Yakub bin Lais.—We must
here return to Yakub bin Lais and follow his career to
its close. In a.u. 257 (871) he sent an envoy to Muaffak
with instructions to state that his master deemed himself
a humble slave of the Caliph, to whom he proposed to
offer his respects in person. As it was thought desirable
to keep Yakub as far away from Baghdad as possible,
the Caliph bestowed on him the governments of
Balkh, Tokharistan, and other distant eastern provinces.
Strengthened by his appointment as a high official of the
Caliphate, Yakub was everywhere victorious, even distant
Kabul being captured, together with its Turkish king,
who was a Buddhist. At length the Sistan adventurer
was ready to attack the Tahirid prince, who had apparently
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been a passive spectator of conquests which had robbed
him of many of his provinces, and who offered no des-
perate resistance. Having mastered Khorasan, Yakub
proceeded to attack neighbouring Tabaristan. At Sari
he defeated Hasan bin Zayd, its independent prince of
the House of Ali, but, pursuing him towards Gilan, he
lost most of his men in the pestilential swamps, and per-
force returned to Sistan to recruit.

Yakub was now master of half Persia, in addition to
many eastern provinces, and, elated by a succession of
victorious campaigns, in A.H. 262 (875) he decided to
try conclusions with the Caliph himself. He began with
a formal demand for the province of Fars ; Motamid not
only refused this, but “dismissed ” the conqueror from
the governorship of Khorasan. Yakub immediately
advanced on Baghdad, and near the capital met Muaffak,
who defeated him with heavy loss, which included his
entire camp. Yakub, however, was not discouraged,
but, returning to Fars, prepared to raise a new army.
His self-confidence was so great that he refused with
scorn an offer of assistance from the Zanj leader, which
he answered in the words of the Koran, “1 worship not
that which ye worship ; neither do ye worship that which
I worship.”

Three years later, in a.H. 265 (878), the Caliph sent
an embassy of friendly remonstrance to Yakub. When
it arrived the great adventurer lay dying, with his sword
by his side and a crust and onions ready to be served for
his coarse meal. In this state he received the envoy, and
gave the reply which forms the heading to this chapter ;
shortly afterwards he died.

The Origin of the Ismaili Sect.—As stated in Chapter
XLVIL., the doctrine of the Imamate, by which one of
the descendants of Ali must be invested with supreme
spiritual leadership and was endowed with supernatural
and semi-divine attributes, was a fundamental article of
belief among the Shias. The first six Imams, as far as
Jafar as-Sadik, who died in a.p. 765 during the reign of
Mansur, were universally accepted, but Jafar, who had
in the first instance designated his son Ismail to succeed
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him, later cut him out of the spiritual succession in favour
of a younger son Musa, known as Kazim. The reason
for this action is stated to have been that Ismail had
drunk the forbidden wine. Shortly after this, and during
the lifetime of Jafar, Ismail, the disinherited son, died.
This act of disinheritance divided the Shias, for, although
the large majority followed Musa, a considerable minority
remained faithful to Ismail or rather, as he had never
been Imam, to his son Mohamed, whom they believed
to be the seventh and last Imam.

The Carmathians.—The first missionary of the Ismaili
faith in Irak during the Caliphate of Motazid was a certain
Hamdan, surnamed Carmat, after whom the adherents
of the doctrine were nicknamed Carmathians. He offered
to join the Zanj leader, the “ Reprobate,”” with one hundred
thousand men, but they differed in their tenets and were
unable to combine. Little seems to be known of Carmat’s
life, but he fell by the hands of an assassin. Later, the
sons of a certain Zakaria, and after their capture and
execution Zakaria himself, became leaders of the sect and
engaged in savage wars.!

At the beginning of the fourth century of the Hijra
Basra was stormed by Sulayman, yet another fanatic, and
afterwards Kufa, and the terrible anarchy culminated in the
sack of Mecca in a.H. 317 (929) and the carrying away of
the Black Stone. After this the storm subsided and the
sect was weakened by dissensions, but the recorded fact that
in A.H. 396 (985) Multan was governed by a Carmathian
shows how far its power and influence reached. These
sects, all of whom fought against society, constitute one
of the darkest sides to Islam. As will be seen later, their
doctrines continued to be preached in Persia.

The Rise of the Samanid Dynasty—More powerful
than the Tahirid or Saffarid families, which flourished in
the one case only just over, and in the other just under,
half a century, was the Samanid dynasty, which endured
for a century and a quarter. Its founder was Saman, a
Persian nobleman of Balkh, descended from Bahram

1 Al-biruni in his Chronology of Ancient Nations devotes a chapter to the eras of the
Pseudo-Prophets, to which I would refer the curious reader. The best account of the
Carmathians is in Encycl. Religion and Ethics, vol. iii. p. 222.
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Chubin. Being driven away from his native town he
appealed to Asad ibn Abdulla, who was governor of
Khorasan under Mehdi and strongly espoused his cause.
In gratitude for the help thus afforded, Saman, who had
until then remained a follower of the old religion, not
only became a convert to Islam, but named his son Asad
as a compliment to his protector. Saman had four sons,
who served Haroun and materially aided in putting down
the rebellion of Rafi. Mamun in recognition of these
services gave to the four brothers the governorships of
Samarcand, Farghana, Shash, and Herat, and under the
Tahirid dynasty these grants were confirmed.

The ablest member of the family was Ahmad, who
was succeeded by his son Nasr, and it would appear that
upon the downfall of the Tahirids the Samanids retained
their position, probably by an arrangement made with
Yakub bin Lais, though the details are obscure. At any
rate, in A.H. 261, or two years after the overthrow of the
Tahirids by Yakub, Nasr and his brother Ismail are found
to be in possession of the provinces across the Oxus, and
this year is taken as the date of the foundation of the
dynasty. Ismail showed conspicuous military capacity,
but the two brothers quarrelled and a civil war ensued
in which Ismail emerged the victor. With remarkable
generosity he permitted Nasr to retain the government
until his death in a.H. 279 (892).

The Carcer of Amr-ul-Lais, aH. 265-290 (878-
903).—After the death of Yakub his brother Amr made
peace with the Caliph and ruled Khorasan and other pro-
vinces for six years as his deputy. He was then dismissed
by Motamid, who by that time felt strong enough to deal
with him. But he lingered on at Nishapur, which he
loved, and the following lines which are attributed to him
give his lament :

Its stones are turquoises, its bushes rhubarb,
And its dust edible clay.! How could I leave such a land?

The province, however, together with an army, was
assigned to Rafi ibn Harthama, who defeated the Saffarid

! This is found in various parts of Khorasan and is eaten more especially by
pregnant women ; wide *“ A Sixth Journey in Persia,” Fournal R.G.S., January 1911.
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~ and drove him back to his native Sistan. In a.H. 279

(870) Motamid was succeeded by Motazid, who, reversing
his brother’s policy, reappointed Amr to Khorasan.
Presumably the Caliph realized his weakness and sought
to play off Amr against the powerful Rafi and the still more
powerful Ismail. In a.H. 283(896) Amr took possession
of Nishapur, defeating Rafi, whom he captured and slew,
and whose head he sent to Baghdad. Intoxicated by this
success, the victor demanded that Ismail should be dis-
missed from Transoxiana, and the Caliph with characteristic
duplicity seems to have encouraged him to attack the
Samanid ruler, whom he at the same time encouraged to
resist. The campaign, after a keen struggle, ended in
A.H. 288 (900) in the siege and capture of Balkh, where
Amr was made prisoner. One of the famous stories of
the East relates to his fall. A servant, it is said, while
cooking some meat for the captive leader, left the pot for
a moment to procure some salt. A dog tried to snatch
the meat, but the handle of the pot fell on its neck, and
as it bolted, pot and all, Amr exclaimed : “This morning
three hundred camels bore my kitchen, and to-night a
dog has carried it off | 7 Amr also figures in a polo story
in the Kabus Nama,! from which it appears that he was
one eyed.

Ismail was prepared to treat his captive generously,
but the Caliph insisted on his being sent to Baghdad,
where he was executed in aA.H. 290 (903). He was
succeeded by his son, who held Sistan for only a year,
after which the power of the short-lived dynasty came to
an abrupt end ; although Sistan for a few generations and
Baluchistan for many centuries continued to be governed
by scions of the Saffarid House.?

The Samanid Dynasty at its Zenith—Upon the death
of Nasr, Ismail succeeded and began a career of conquest
which raised his principality to a kingdom. Curiously
enough, his first campaign was a Holy War against the
Christian settlement of Taraz, which resulted in its
conquest and the conversion to Islam of its Amir and

Y Ten Thousand Miles, etc., p. 339.
2 Vide Ten Thousand Miles, etc., p. 229.
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leading inhabitants. The defeat and capture of Amr in
A.H. 288 (900), recorded in the preceding section, were
the culminating success of his career, and were rewarded
by a patent grom the Caliph appointing him to the
governorship of Khorasan, Turkestan, Transoxiana, Sind,
Hind, and Jurgan. Though, as Vambéry points out in
his Hiswry of Bokhara, the names of Hind and Sind were
inserted merely by way of idle boast, Ismail’s kingdom
was a great one, and he was not content to rest on his
laurels, but conducted successful campaigns against the
Turks to the East.

Ismail chose Bokhara as his capital, and to him it
mainly owes its title of Skarif, or Noble. Its fort dates
back to the time of this great Samanid, who gathered
round him a brilliant galaxy of historians, poets, and
doctors of law, and brought in the golden age of the city
on the Zarafshan.

Ismail was succeeded by Ahmad, who was murdered
in a.H. 301 (913) after an inglorious reign. Nasr, his
son, a boy of eight, then ascended the throne, and during
a reign of thirty years extended the ppssessions of the
dynasty by annexing Rei, Kum, and Isfahan, at the request
of the Caliph, to whom the dynasty rendered homage and
nominal obedience. Nasr II. was the Mamun of the
Samanid dynasty, and we have the following account of
the glories of his court from a contemporary, Abdul
Malik of Nishapur, who writes : “Bokhara was, under
the Samanid rule, the Focus of Splendour, the Shrine of
Empire, the Meeting-place of the most unique intellects
of the Age, the Horizon of the literary stars of the World,
and the fair of the greatest scholars of the Period.”!

Its Decay and Downfall.—Nasr was succeeded by Noh
or Noah, under whom the dynasty decayed, its kings
falling under the influence of Turkish slaves who were
promoted to the highest posts. Noh was followed by
Abdul Malik, the patron of Alptigin, who was killed at
polo after a rule of seven years; his brother Mansur
revived the prestige of the dynasty by exacting a tribute
from the Daylami rulers of Irak and Fars. Noh II., who

1 Quoted from Browne, op. cit. p. 365.
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succeeded Mansur, suffered a series of vicissitudes, and is
chiefly famous as having been cured by Abu Ali bin Sina,
the great Avicenna. His nobles conspired against him
and invited Boghra Khan,! who from his capital at
Kashgar ruled over a confederacy of Turkish tribes, to
invade the Samanid kingdom. Boghra Khan captured
Bokhara but died shortly afterwards, and Noh, who had
become a fugitive, returned. His nobles then fled to
Khorasan, where they obtained help from the Daylami
prince, and Noh in despair summoned to his aid
Sabaktagin, who had founded the state of Ghazna at the
expense of the Samanid dynasty. He readily sent a
force which won a decisive victory near Herat, the battle
being chiefly memorable as the first in which his son
Mahmud, the future champion of Islam, fought, winning
thereby as his reward from the grateful Noh the province
of Khorasan : other victories were gained at Nishapur
and at Tus.

Mansur I1., the son and successor of Noh, was a poet
of whose compositions fragments have been preserved.
In reply to his companions who asked the distracted
monarch why he never put off armour, he explained :

They ask me why fine robes I do not wear,

Nor covet stately tent with carpets rare.

’Midst clash of arms, what boots the minstrel’s power ?
’Midst rush of steeds, what place for rose-girt bower ?
Nor wine nor sweet-lipped Saki aught avail

Where blood is splattered o’er the coats of mail.

Arms, horse for me, banquet and bower enow,
Tulip and lily mine the dart and bow.2

This martial sovereign did not live to see the extinction
of his proud dynasty, but his successor, Abdul Malik, the
last of his line, was seized by Ilak Khan, of the Turkish
dynasty mentioned above, and thrown into prison, where
he died. The capture of Abdul Malik took place in
A.H. 389 (999), and this date marks the downfall of the

“Samanid dynasty, after a splendid though not unchequered

career of exactly a century and a quarter.

! The dynasty is termed the Ilak Khans of Turkestan by Stanley Lane-Poole in
his Mokamedan Dynasties, and the Kara-Khanides by Skrine and Ross in The Heart
of Asia.

2 Quoted from Browne, op. cit. p. 409.
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The Ziyarid Dynasty, a.H. 316-434 (928-1042).—
During the reign of Nasr IL. the province of Tabaristan
was recovered for the House of Ali by Hasan bin Ali-
Utrush, but a few years later, in a.H. 316 (928), a
certain Mardawij bin Ziyar contrived to seize it and
to occupy Isfahan and the country beyond Hamadan as
far as Holwan. He established a dynasty which was
noted for its devotion to learning and which endured for
rather over a century, although no member except its
founder played a leading réle on the stage of Persia.
The best known of his successors was Kabus, a.H. 366—
403 (976-1012), the patron of Al-biruni, who dedicated
to him his famous Chronology of Ancient Nations
and resided at his court for many years. Nor was he
merely a patron of letters: he was himself a poet of
no mean order, writing both in Arabic and in Persian.!
In the latter language he composed an exquisite quatrain,
translated as follows :

Mirth’s King the Rose is, Wine Joy’s Herald eke ;
Hence from these two do I my pleasure seek ;
Would’st thou, O Moon, inquire the cause of this?
Wine’s taste thy lips recalls, the Rose thy cheek !

The career of Kabus was extremely chequered. He
protected Fakhr-u-Dola, one of the Buwayhid princes,
against his two brothers, the powerful Azud-u-Dola and
the Muayyid-u-Dola, and in consequence was driven out
of his princedom for many years. Upon his return,
although he was famed for “his learning, piety, munifi-
cence, magnanimity, wisdom, prudence, and intelligence,”?
his nobles, exasperated by his cruelty, deposed him and
afterwards had him secretly murdered.

In 1908 I visited his tomb, which, as Ibn Isfandiyar
states, is “outside Gurgan on the road to Khorasan.” As
the illustration shows, 1t is a lofty decagon with a curious
conical roof, which is visible for miles across the level
steppe. The Kufic inscription, which is in duplicate bands

I Brownc, op. cit. p. 470.
Vide Ibn Isfandiyar’s Historyof Tabar::tan, which is a mine of information about
this pcrmd In the Kabus Nama an amusing story is given to prove how well informed

Kabus kept himself of what went on at the neighbouring courts. Fide Querry’s
translation, p. 413.
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of brickwork, states that “this lofty grave was built by
the orders of Shams-ul-Maali, the Amir, son of the Amir
Kabus, son of Washmgir, during his lifetime, in a.u. 375
(997).”' It is one of the oldest buildings with a
known date in North-Eastern Persia. Kabus’s grandson,
Kei Kaus, bin Iskandar, bin Kabus, was the author of
the famous Kabus Nama, which gives rules of life in a
delightful manner and is accessible to the European
world through a French translation.

The Buwayhid or Daylamite Dynasty, a.H. 320-447
(932-1055).—The founder of the Ziyarid House quite
unconsciously assisted to found another dynasty far more
powerful than his own, by bestowing the governorship
of Karaj, a district to the south of Hamadan, on Ali bin
Buwayha, who, aided by his two capable brothers, soon
extended his power southwards to the province of Fars,
which he occupied. This family sprang from a Persian
tribe in Daylam which claimed descent from Bahram Gur *
and professed Shia doctrines. Ali seems to have been a
favourite of fortune. After his conquest of Fars he was
one day lying on a couch in the palace at Shiraz when he
observed a snake dart out its head from a hole. Calling
for masons to break down the wall, he found a secret
chamber, in which was collected the entire treasure of
Yakut, the dispossessed Governor, who had represented the
Caliph. Shortly afterwards a tailor came to Ali for orders,
‘and upon his sending for a stick with which to measure
cloth, the man, mistaking his intention, threw himself
at his feet and said that if his life were spared he would
give up all Yakut’s cloth, which he was at once allowed
to do!

Ahmad, the most famous of Ali’s brothers, em-
\barked on a career of conquest ; details of his exploits
in the Kerman province can be gleaned from the local
histories.®* It appears that Kerman city was held by a

1 ¢ A Sixth Journey in Persia,” Fournal R.G.S. for January 1911.

2 Al-biruni (Sachau’s edition), pp. 45-46, does not allow the genuineness of this claim.

# 1 have made a précis of two histories of Kerman: (a) The history of Afzal-u-
Din, known as Afzal Kermani. This was written in A.n. §84 (1188) for Malik Dinar,
who was then ruler of Kerman. The manuscript was lithographed at Teheran in

|a.p. 1876, It deals mainly with the sixth century of the Hijra and contains some
interesting information. (4) The history of Mohamed Ibrahim, who, from a remark

:
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robber called Mohamed ibn Ilias but known as Abu Alj,
and when Ahmad, having captured Sirjan, was besieging
Kerman, Abu Ali adopted the unusual course of fighting
by day and sending gifts by night, with the result that he
was allowed to keep Kerman on the condition that he
paid tribute. In an expedition to Jiruft the Buwayhid
prince was ambushed in the Dilfard pass, and according
to the chronicler escaped with only a few men and the
loss of one of his hands. This, however, was merely a
temporary reverse, and marching westwards he annexed
Fars in conjunction with his brothers in a.H. 322 (934).

The Caliph was obliged to recognize the conquerors as
his lieutenants.  After organizing the captured provinces,
Ahmad first moved westward and annexed Khuzistan,
and ultimately in A.H. 334 (945) entered Baghdad, where
the Caliph perforce welcomed him, bestowing on him the
title of Muizz-u-Dola and the rank of Amir-ul-Omara, or
“ Amir of Amirs,” which was held by the family for many
generations.! The unfortunate Caliph was subsequently
deposed, and his successors were puppets in the hands
of the Buwayhid chiefs, who retained all power for about
a century.

It is beyond the scope of this work to deal in detail
with the three families of Fars, Irak, and Rei, into which
the dynasty broke up ; but I will attempt to give briefly
some of the leading events of the period. Muizz-u-Dola
died in a.H. 356 (967), and the next great member of the
dynasty was Azud-u-Dola, who held the post of Vizier
to the puppet Caliph and ruled Irak and Fars. His
operations against his brother Fakhr-u-Dola have already
been referred to in connexion with Kabus. He was an
exceptionally enlightened prince, who encouraged pilgrims
by restoring the sacred buildings at Medina, Najaf, and
Kerbela.  Moreover, he established hospitals for the
poor of Baghdad, appointing physicians with regular

made by him, appears to have travelled to Sistan in A.x. 1025 (1636). The manuscript
of this work was published by Houtsma in a.p. 1886. It deals with the Seljuks of
Kerman and gives the chief events of the province from A.n. 433 (1041) to A.M. 619
(1222), i.. up to the era of the Kutlugh Khans.

1 Curiously enough, this high-sounding title is now used only in writing to nomad
chiefs of secondary importance, such as the Ilkhani of Kuchan or the Chief of the
Hazara tribe in Khorasan,
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salaries, and purchasing drugs and other requisites. In
Fars, too, his public works were numerous, and one of
them, a dam on the river Kur, which is crossed a few
miles south of Persepolis, is still termed Band-i-Amir,
or the “Dam of the Amir,” and is responsible for the
lines of Moore : h

There’s a bower of roses by Bendemeer’s stream,
And the nightingale sings round it all the day long.

The decay of the dynasty was rapid after the death
of the Azud-u-Dola, and Mahmud of Ghazna prepared
to attack Rei, which during the minority of the Majd-u-
Dola was ruled by his mother. This intrepid woman
returned the following reply to an envoy sent by Mahmud
to demand her submission: “Had this message been
sent in the lifetime of my deceased lord it would have
caused serious trouble, but such is no longer the case.
I know Sultan Mahmud and am aware that he will never
undertake a campaign without weighing all the risks.
If he attacks and conquers a weak woman, where is the
glory of such an achievement? If he be repulsed, the
latest ages will hear of his shame.”

Whether or not Mahmud was swayed by these argu-
ments, he postponed his designs until the Majd-u-Dola
had attained his majority. Then, in A.H. 387 (997), he
sent an army which seized the person of the prince by
‘treachery and occupied Khorasan and Kumis. The
family, however, retained Southern Persia and Irak for
some time to come, until the Seljuks appeared on the
'scene and ended the rule of this Persian dynasty.

The Dynasty of Ghazna, a.n. 351-582 (962—1186).
—Under Abdul Malik the Samanid there was a certain
Alptigin, a Turkish slave, who became commander-in-
chief in Khorasan. Upon the death of the monarch he
‘lretired to Ghazna in the Sulayman mountains, where his
|father had been governor, and there he, his son, and his
slave Balkatigin in turn ruled in obscurity. The real
founder of the famous dynasty was Sabaktagin, another
slave, who succeeded to the governorship through his
imarriage with Alptigin’s daughter. This truly remark-
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able man extended his petty fief both eastwards and west-
wards, on the one hand defeating the Rajputs and seizing
Peshawar, and on the other, as already recounted, receiv-
ing Khorasan in a.H. 384 (994) from the Samanid
monarch Noh.

Sabaktagin was succeeded by Mahmud, one of the
greatest figures on the stage of Central Asia, whose twelve
campaigns in India and zeal for Islam have earned for
him the title of ¢“Idol-breaker.” These campaigns lie
outside the scope of this work, but his ultimate seizure
of Khorasan, which has already been mentioned, belongs
to Persian history. In Sistan the Conqueror found a
certain Khalaf, a grandson of Amr-ul-Lais, who had held
the province of Kerman for some time. Of him it is
related that, in order to induce the Sistanis to support
him in his designs on that province, he arranged for his
envoys to be poisoned at Kerman and then raised an army
to avenge the outrage !

According to Persian legend, Mahmud spared the life
of Khalaf, who won his heart by addressing him as
“Sultan,” and who passed the rest of his existence as
Master of Horse to the “Idol-breaker.” Later on, in
A.H. 398 (1007), Khorasan was invaded by Ilak Khan,
the destroyer of the Samanid dynasty, who took advantage
of the absence of Mahmud from Central Asia. But the
great soldier speedily returned, and in a desperately con-
tested battle near Balkh gained a decisive victory, driving
the invaders into the Oxus; some years later he also
annexed Bokhara and Samarcand.  Mahmud’s last
campaign was directed against the Buwayhid dynasty, and
after the capture of Isfahan he returned to Ghazna,
where he died in aA.H. 421 (1030).

It is interesting to note how anxious Mahmud was
for recognition by the Caliph. He sent to Baghdad
accounts of his victories, accompanied by splendid gifts,
and in return was granted titles,' which gave him im-
mense gratification. One of the stories of the East tells
us how, in the first decree, Mahmud was termed Mir,
which may mean either a chief or a slave, instead of Amir.

1 In Browne’s gp. cit. vol. ii. p. 105 his titles are given in full.
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A Persian courtier explained to his furious master that

~ the omission of the a/if or “A” conveyed a delicate

request from the Caliph’s Vizier for a thousand gold
coins, the symbol for which is a/if. The money was sent
and a new decree was obtained, in which Mahmud was
styled Amir. The prestige of the Caliph and the craving
for recognition by him constituted practically all that was
left of his power, but it was a force that had to be
reckoned with and was doubtless of material assistance
in maintaining the Caliphate. Soon after the death or
Mahmud the western provinces of this extensive empire
were annexed by the Seljuks, with the result that the
dynasty looked eastwards for compensation and became
thenceforth so much identified with India that Lahore
was selected as the capital of the later Ghaznavid princes.

VOL. I1 H
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CHAPTER LII

THE COMING OF THE SELJUK TURKS

While Apulia and Sicily were subdued by the Norman lance, a swarm of
northern shepherds overspread the kingdoms of Persia ; their princes of the
race of Seljuk erected a splendid and solid empire from Samarcand to the
confines of Greece and Egypt.—GIBBON.

q}&&..lmpoﬂahbé..o:f the Seljuks.—The previous chapter
is little more than a medley, dealing as it does with
numerous short-lived dynasties which seized upon various
provinces of the decrepit Caliphate and then tumbled to
pieces mainly from internal dissensions. The advent of
a new power, the Seljuk Turks, constitutes a notable
epoch in the history of the Middle and Near East, if only
because it swept away these insignificant and divided
dynasties and once again_united Islam under a_single
-powerful sway, stretching from Turkestan.to the Medi-
terranean Sea. More than this, the Seljuks, with the
fervour of recent converts, revitalized Islam, just as the
Norsemen revitalized Christendom, and when Europe
under Norman leaders attacked the East under the
impulse of the Crusades it was the light horse of the
Seljuks which _met the heavy horse of the Crusaders.!
Their _Origins—The Seljuks were a branch of the
Ghuzz Turks, from whom, however, they kept distinct.
Their founder was Tukak (signifying a bow), the father
MM‘ pe———
1 The authorities for this chapter include Browne, vol.ii., and Skrine and Ross’s Heart
of Asia ; the native chronicles referred to in the previous chapter are again used, more
especially in connexion with the Seljuks of Kerman. I have also consulted a synopsis

by Browne of The Notification of Kings, by Najm-u-Din, composed in A.H. 599 (1202),
wide art. xxvii. of Fournal R.A.S. for 1902.
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of Sellu , who with his tribe crossed from Turkestan.

into Transoxiana and embraced Islam with deep fervour.
He and his descendants took part in the wars of the

period, and speedily came into collision with Mahmud)~

sked Israil, theThazna
J:Sw»:l

The story runs that the gfeat Conquers
son of Seljuk, how many men followed him to battle, to
which the nomad chxefi,ephed that if he despatched an
arrow to his tents one hundred thousand men would
prepare for war, but that if his bow were seen two
hundred thousand men would join the former force.
Sultan Mahmud, alarmed at this new power, imprisoned
Israil, and; hoping probably to weaken the tribe by
moving it away from its habitat, settled it in the district
of Nisa,! and in Abivard, near the modern Kakha on the

entral Asian Railway. The newcomers, under their
mProved unruly, and in the year before the
death of Mahmud they attempted to invade Khorasan, but
were driven back.

Masud of Ghazna—Masud, the sopn.of Mahmud, was
from the outset unfortunate. After he had deposed his
brother, not only was Khorasan attacked by the ferocious
Ghuzz, who were destined to play a sinister part in Iran,
but a rebellion _broke out at the same time in India. To
add to his misfortunes, Khorasan also re Jll,ﬁd owing to
being unprotected from the Ghuzz; and the Ziyarid
prince of Gurgan and Tabaristan and the Governor of
Khwarazm both seized the opportunity to throw off their_
allegiance. But Masud was no weakling, and in A.H. 426
e‘ brought a large army from India, drove the
Ghuzz from Tus and Nishapur, and invaded Tabarlstan,
which submitted. He then left Khorasan and busied
himself with his possessions in India, to which he attached

| greater importance, probably because they yielded a larger
revenue.

: The Founding of the Seljuk Dynasty, AH. 429 (1037).
—To return to the Seljuks, Mikail, the brother of Israil,
had two sons famous as TogBrxl (or "*“Falcon _’)__and
Chakir, to whom Masud had recourse in the operations

-against the Ghuzz and who aided him in driving these

1 Tke site of Nisa is ten miles to the south-west of Askabad.

!
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invaders out of Khorasan. But they were faithless allies,
and the very next year, after the departure of Masud,
Chakir Beg attacked and defeated the Ghaznayid general

near Merv. In the following year Chakir capture

Merv, and in A.H.w Toghril seized Nishapur.

- /Khorasan thus passed—into his hands, and Lane-Poole

————

appropriately dates the foundation of the Seljuk dynasty

__from thisimportant event. Masud, who had been unable

to concentrate his attention upon the invaders because of
disturbances in India, returned to fight for Khorasan, and
in a.H. 431 (1040) suffered a crushing defeat. He retired
to recruit fresh troops in India, where his army mutinied,
with the result that he was deposed and afterwards
murdered. Three years later Modud, son of Masud,
was defeated, and after this campaign the Seljuk power
was established in Khorasan, and the Ghaznavid dynasty
turned its entire attention to its Indian_possessians.

The Career of Toghril Beg, A.H. 429-455§ (1037_—1069 )
—1I have already mentioned Mahmud’s™ craving for
recognition by the Caliph and for a grant of titles. Upon
the defeat of the son of Masud similar re‘c_gﬁpitionwzgg__

oot

sought by the Seljuk victors, in_a letter wherein they

assured_the Caliph of their Joyalty. Needless to say,

their request was granted, Kaim causing Toghril's name =
to be read in the mosques and placed on the coins before
that of the chief of the waning Buwayhid dynasty.

The conquering Seljuks had now spread all over

Persia, which was divided up among various branches of

the ruling family, and in a.H. 447 (1085%) Toghril Beg
crowned his victories by making a state visit to.Baghdad.
An account of the f”remon “observed on this historical
occasion has been handed down, and is of particular
interest as showing the prestige which still attached ta-
the Caliphate. The Seljuk conqueror, escorted by his
nobles, approached the sacred presence on foot and un-
armed. He was received by the Successor of the
Prophet, who, seated on a golden throne concealed by
hangings, wore the famous black mantle of the Abbasids |
and grasped the staff of Mohamed in his right hand. |
Toghril in awe and reverence fell on his face and kissed
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the ground, and after a pause was conducted to a throne
placed near that of the Caliph. A decree was then read,
appointing him the Viceregent of the Successor of the
Prophet and Lord of all Moslems. Seven robes of
honour and seven slaves were then bestowed upon the
Seljuk to symbolize the seven regions of the Caliphate ;
a rich brocade scented with musk was draped over his
head, surmounted by twin crowns to signify the kingship
of Arabia and Persia ; and, to complete the investiture—
the word here bears its literal meaning—he was girded
with two swords to signify that he was ruler of the E_g_g_t’
and of the West. Some may think that the Caliph was
merely masking his impotence by a ceremony that was
little more than mummery ; but it is more reasonable
to suppose that the Seljuk chieftain did not so regard it,
but felt after the investiture that his conquests had been
legally recognized and that his crown had been hallowed
by the xeligious head of Islam.(Cw s F
After remaining 1n Baghdad for about a year, during
which his niece, sister of Alp Arslan, was married to the
Caliph, Toghril continued his victorious career until in
Georgia and Iberia his hordes came into collision with
the armies of Byzantium. To quote Gibbon, ¢ the
shepherd presumed to despatch an ambassador, or herald,
to demand the tribute and obedience of the Emperor of
Constantinople.” Upon his return to Baghdad the ever-
victorious Seljuk was rewarded with the high-sounding
title of “King of the Fast and of the West.” He
demanded a sister of the Caliph in marriage, and this
supreme honour was reluctantly granted ; but he died
before the ceremony could be completed.
Thus passed off the stage, at the age of seventy,
Rukn-u-Din, Abu Talib, Toghril Beg, the leader of a
. wave of virile Turks from the East, who, although
I Moslems themselves, overwhelmed the kingdoms owning e
allegiance to the Caliphate. A notable personality, he
| raised his tribe from mere tenders of sheep and robbers to

‘ become the possessors of a wide empire. LAIQMQ_W_XL?

- of the character of this extraordinary man, save that he
| was harsh when niecessary, strict in~his religious observ-

-
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ances, and secretive, but more generous in disposition than

his upbringing and circumstances would lead us to expect.
Malik Kawarg ‘W A.H. 433-465 (1041-1072),
— Although it was the career of Toghril Beg that

governed the fortunes of the Seljuk dynasty, we may
turn aside for a moment to notice the Kerman dynasty,
which lasted from a.H. 433 (1041) to A.H. §83 (1187),
albeit its importance was mainly coffined to the lifetime
of its founder Imad-u-Din, ,_Karg‘w the
eldest son of Chakir Beg. This scion of the House of
Scljuk was vigorous and capable, and found little difficulty
in seizing the grovmce from the Buwazhlgj rulers, who
were weakened by familyféuds. 1 he chronicler Mohamed |
Ibrahim relates that when Abu Kalinjar, the Imad-u-Din, l
marched from Fars to defend the province he was
poisoned by a favourite slave girl, but further efforts |
apparently were made after his death. The Seljuk now
had to deal with the ¢ H__j_ﬁmmtq[,. which at this period
was independent, Here again treachery was employed,
and Malik_Kaward, as he is generally termed, not only
annexed the country down to the coast but compelled
the Governor of Hormuz to fit out a fleet, in which he
crossed to Oman. As the result of his expedition this
province of Arabia remained for many years tributary to
Kerman.

Later in his reign Malik Kaward turned his attention
to Sistan, building a fort to close the pass on the only
route which united the two provinces, and erecting pillars
to serve as beacons 1n\_th~eﬂmr'€— One of these two
columns, which is still intact, is now termed * the Column
of Nadir " ; it was owing to the chronicle of Mohamed
Ibrahim that I was able to assign it to the first Seljuk
ruler of Kerman.!

The ambitions of Malik Kaward were boundless, and
he soon added Ears to his kingdom ; but he was obliged
to surrender this to Alp Arslan, Who _besieged Kerman.
Finally, upon the e WIREE Shah, he made a bid
for the throne, and paid the penalty with his life.

Alp Ar:lan AH. 455-465 (1063-1072).—During his

1 Ten Thousand Miles, etc., p. 418. !
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lifetime Toghril chose Azud-u-Din, Abu_Shuja Alp

~ Arslan, son of Chakir Beg and_younger brother of Malik
Kaward, as his successor. After Toghril’s death,” A=
%unwisely supported Sulayman
i but in vain, and he himseif was

put to death. His dying message to Alp Arslan ran:
“Say to the King, ‘Lo, a fortunate service has your
service been to me ; for thy uncle gave me this world to
rule over, whilst thou, giving me the martyr’s portion,

hast granted me the other world ; so, by your service,
have 1 gaine%,t is"g(#),rld and that !’ The “ Conquerin

. PY) 24 S WO .
Lion ”—to trahslate "his" title—mighty ruler though he
“was, is chiefly femembered in connexion with u Ali
Hasan bin Ishak, famous in history as the Nizam-ul-

u -{his g was born at Radkan, some
fifty miles to the north of Meshed, and after enjoying a

good education attracted the favourable notice of Chakir
Beg. Having been recommended to Alp Arslan, he
ecame his Vizier. e 15 always looked upon as the
model of a great.minister, and some, at least, of his work
has endured ; for the Persian system of accounts which
prevails to-day is believed to have been originated by
him. Among his _pyg;égé_s“mg§ Omar Ighg, am_the
Persian poet best known to Europeans ; and the T"gmous
college which he founded at Baghdad became a school.
of great men, among whom al-Ghazali, the eminent
“theologian, deserves special mention.
Under Alp _Arslan _the boundaries of the Seljuk. .-
Empire were extended, Fastward he subdued Herat,
and later on Jand in Transoxiana ; he also successfully
- checked the ambitions of his brother Kaward, as already
~related. In Arabia he overcame the Fatimids and gained
' Mecca and Medina, thereby mumnting his
- prestige. In A.H. 464 (1071) he defeated a wvastly

superior Byzantine army in western Asia Minor and took
1 _p;is_mﬂ@?mgg_plogeﬁémomanus. The story is
told that when Romanus, who had fought heroically, was
brought to Alp Arslan he was asked what treatment he
expected. He replied either death or to be paraded

|

1 So called from Kundur in the Turshiz district.
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throughout the Empire, as it was unlikely that he would
be spared. Asked how he would have behaved had he
won, he answered, “1 would have beaten thee with many
a stripe.” Alp Arslan showed remarkable magnanimity ;
for Romanus, after making a treaty and stipulating to
pay a ransom, was set free. His subjects, however,
refused to recognize him. In this campaign mention is
made of a body of mercenary French and Normans,
commanded by Ursel of Baliol, a kinsman—possibly an
ancestor—of the Scottish kings.

The last campaign of ;hlpa arlike Seljuk was against
‘Kh,waralrn__a.nd_iiheg@urks} and while the army was
crossing the Oxus a “certain prisoner was brought in
who had held a fort in Khwarazm with much bravery.
Condemned to be pegged out on the ground until he
died, the fearless soldier cursed Alp Arslan for inflicting
a death so degrading ; whereupon the monarch, waving
his attendants aside, shot an arrow at him, but missed,
and before the prisoner could be seized he mortally
wounded the great Seljuk. So perished Alp Arslan in
the zenith of his fame and manhood. He was buried
at Merv with the following epitaph :

Thou hast seen Alp Arslan’s head in pride exalted to the sky ;
Come to Merv, and see how lowly in the dust that head doth lie !

Alp Arslan was tall, a noted archer, and had such long
moustaches that they had to be tied up when he shot.
His life was spent in fighting, and he gained the reputation
of being fearless, generous, and religious. It is much to
his credit that he realized the genius for administration
of the Nizam-ul-Mulk, and gave him his entire confidence
and a free hand. The result was that justice and order
prevailed;tearning was encouraged, and such prosperity
returned to.Persia that the Seljuk dynasty at its prime

_need not fear cé?'npérisoxl with any of its predecessors.

The Seljuk Empire at its Zenith under Malik_Shah, a-H.
465-485 (1072-1092).— Jalal-u-Din, Abul Fath, Malik
Shah had been proclaimed heir-apparent at Meshed before
his father proceeded on his last expedition. He was only
seventeen_ when he was suddenly called to assume the
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vast responsibilities of Empire, and his accession was by
no means unchallenged. His uncle, Kaward, marched to
Rei, and at Karaj, to the south of Hamadan, a desperate
battle was fought which lasted for three days and three
nights before the pretender was defeated, Meanwhile
Altigin, the Khan of Samarcand, had invaded the Empire,
and in another quarterrglhgljwﬁ_ﬁbg_gga captured
his uncle, Othman ; but Ibrahim was pursued and routed
by the Amir Gumushtigin, whose servant, Anushtigin, was
destined to found the dynasty of the Khwarazm Shahs or
Kings of Khiva. Supported by the Nizam-ul-Mulk,
alik Shah weathered all these storms of state, together
with the rebellion of a brother, and five years after his
accession_he was in a position to extend still farther the
bounds of the Empire. His generals subdued the greater
—part of Syria and“Egypt in the west, while in the east
they not only conquered Bokhara and Samarcand, but
received tribute from the Prince of Kashgar, who was
obliged to recognize Seljuk suzerainty on his coins.

The internal prosperity of the Empire increased under
the wise guidance of the Nizam-ul-Mulk. Among the
stories related of the famous Vizier is one that illustrates
both the extent of the Empire and his own efficiency.
The Nizam-ul-Mulk, it is said, paid the boatmen on
the Oxus by bills on Antioch, and the efficiency of his
financial policy was proved by the fact that they were
readily cashed. Science was fostered by the monarch,
who, himself a man of culture, founded the observatory
at Nishapur in which Omar Khayyam laboured with other
scientists to compute the new era which Malik Shah
inaugurated, and which was termed Jalali in his honour.

Moreover, the dynasty maintained its virility. The
Sultan was passionately fond of polo, so much so that he

 played a match at Baghdad the day after his arrival at
| the capital ; he was equally fond of shooting and kept
a record of his bags of game. Malik Shah was seldom
at rest, but among the cities in the Empire his favourite
' residence was Isfahan, which afterwards became the capital
of Persia under the Safavi dynasty. There he constructed
ﬁnemdxxlgs and Taid out sumptuous gardens.

w
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The Downfall of the. Nizam-ul-Mulk.—The power and

influence of the Great Vizier seemed to remain unimpaired,
and when an old man he wrote his celebrated Sidsat Ndma
or “ Treatise on_the Art of Government,” which won high
praise from his royal master. But nevertheless he
fell, and Malik Shah, who resembled Haroun-al-Rashid
in his good fortune, has also come down to us with a
tarnished name for his dismissal of the Great Vizier, even
although there was no such tragedy as accompanied the
downfall of the Barmecides.

It appears that complaint was made against a_grand-
son_of the Nizam-ul-Mulk, and the aged Vizier, who ha
doubtless grown overbearing with years, returned an
angry reply to his master’s reproaches, The incident
might have passed unnoticed but for the fact that Turkan,
Khatun,' the favourite wife of Malik Shah, was hostile to
the Vizier, and consequently he was dismissed. He was
not put to death or imprisoned, but shortly after his
downfall was assassinated by a fidai, or devotee, who was
believed to have been sent by the famous Hasan Sabbah.
There is an old legend to the effect that the Nizam-ul- -
Mulk was at school at Nishapur with Omar Khayyam and
Hasan Sabbah, and the three boys swore eternal riend-
ship, agreeing that whichever of them succeeded in life
should help the other two. | The Nizam-ul-Mulk fulfilled
his obligation in the case of Omar Khayyam, who refused
the governorship of Nishapur but asked for a pension,
which was granted. He also found a suitable post for
Hasan Sabbah, but the latter intrigued to supplant his
benefactor, and on the failure of his designs became the
Nizam-ul-Mulk’s enemy. This legend is too well known
to be passed by, but disparities of age make its truth
impossible.

As in the case of the Barmecides, profound sympathy
was felt for the fallen minister, and it was deepened by
his tragic end. The exquisite lines of which the following
is a translation are among the elegies in which his fate
is commemorated :

1 [e. “The Turkish lady,” a title, not a name.

|
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The Minister Nizam-ul-Mulk was a peerless pearl, which the
All-merciful God estcemed as of great price,

But, precious as it was, the age knew not its value, so, in jealousy, He
replaced it in its shell.

The Death of Malik Shah, a.H. %85 (1092).—Malik
Shah survived his faithful servant less than a month,

dying at the height of his fame, after a short illness

before he was forty years of age. With him passed w‘___ﬁa t
may_justly be termed the golden prime of the Seljuk_

dynasty ; for never within historical times had a, vast
empire been better governed than during the thirty years
now concluded. '

The Assassins.—In the previous chapter some account
has been given of the origin of the Ismailis_and also of
their immediate offshoots. The members of the sect,
under the European name of Assassins, played a large
part on the stage of the Near East and Iran during this
period and the two succeeding centuries, and they became
famous in Europe through the baleful activity of their
Syrian branch. It is therefore desirable to give some
account of their tenets and operations at this period. _The
political importance of the sect began with the foundation
of the so-called Fatimid dynasty, which claimed descent
from the Prophet’s aaugHt'é'r',"g'fld the Ismailis are in
consequence often referred to as Fatimi or Alawi (descend-
ants of Ali). By their opponents they are termed Ismaili,
Batini (““ Esoterics "), Mulahida (“heretics’’), this last
word being the Mulehet of Marco Polo.

The dynasty in question was brought into existence
through a propaganda started in a.1. 260 (873) by a certain
Abdulla bin Maymun al-Kaddah, an oculist of Ahwaz and
a Persian by birth. This extraordinary man founded a
secret society which was to bind together Arabs. and

. Persians, Christians and Jews, and indeed all mankind,
| into a-school which was t6 owe implicit obedience to him-
' self and to serve as a powerful instrument of his ambitions.
 As in the case of the Abbasid propaganda, dai or mission-
; aries spread the peculiar doctrines, which offered all things
| to_all men—a Mahdi to the Moslems, a Messiah t6 the
Jews, philosophy to the wise, and liberty to the foolish.
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There was an inner doctrine for the fully initiated, which,
as Browne puts it, was “ philosophical and eclectic, borrow-
ing much from old Iranian and Semitic systems and some-
thing from Neo-Platonist and Neo-Pythagorean ideas. It
was dominated throughout by the mystic number Seven ;
there were Seven Prophetic Periods . . . and each of
these Seven great Prophets was succeeded by seven
Imams.” !

The task of the dai was to arouse.curiasity by asking
questions such as : “ Why did God create the Universe in
“Seven Days? ¢ Why are there Seven Heavens, Seven
Earths (or Climes), Seven Seas, and Seven Verses in the
Opening Chapter of the Koran ?”” Among the more subtle
questions were the following : ¢ What, in reality, are the
torments of hell ? How can it be true that the skins
of the damned will be changed into a fresh skin, in order
that this fresh skin, which has not participated in their
sins, may be submitted to the tortures of hell ?”  After
a convert had been won, he was induced to take an oath
of allegiance to the dai as representing the Imam, and to
pay the Imam’s money.

The Fatimid Dynasty, A:H. 297=567 (909-1171).—The
founder of the Fatimid dynasty was the grandson of the
“oculist. Taking the name of Abu Mohamed Obaydulla,
he conquered the larger portion of northern Afea an
made Mahdiya, near modern Tunis, his capital. Sixty
years later Egypt was added to the kingdom, and by the
end of the tenth century a.p. the greater part of Syria,
including Jerusalem, was in the hands of the Fatimid
line, which bore sway until the famous Salah-u-Din, the
Saladin of the Crusaders, overthrew their Kingdom in
A.H. 5§67 (1171). et
—“The~most notorious personage of the dynasty thus
founded was Hakim Biamrillah, or “He who rules by
the order of God,” who claimed divine honours and,
possibly in imitation of the twelfth Imam, « disappeared ™
from the earth—or else was assassinated. It is of interest
to note that his adherents, the.Dtuzes, who derive their
name from al-Duruzi, Hakim’s Vizier, survive to the

1 0p. cit, vol. ii. p. 197.
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present day as a picturesque sect in the Lebanon jand
( Anti-Lebanon. B

The Career of Hasan_Sabbah.—Hasan Sabbah, whom
we have met as an enemy of the Nizam-ul-Mulk in the
reign of Malik Shah, was the son of a native of Kufa and
was born at Kum. Like his father, he belonged to the
“Sect of the.Twelve.” until he fell under the influence
of the famous Nasir-i-Khusru, the ¢ Proof "’ of Khorasan
(who is referred to in Chapter LIV.), and other Fatimid
dais. He was advised to proceed to Egypt, where he
was received with honour ; returning thence to Persia, he
extended the Fatimid propaganda to Yezd, Kerman, and
Tabaristan, but he avoided the city of Rei, whose governor,
a son-in-law of the Nizam-ul-Mulk, was under orders to
seize him.

His next step was to capture by an artifice the
mountain fortress of Alamut in the Elburz range, close
to the road which runs from Kazvin to Resht. This was
accomplished in a.n. 483 (1090), and was followed by
similar successes in other parts of Persia, more especially
in the province of Kuhistan, where Tabas, Tun, Kain,
Zuzan, Khur, and Khusf became centres of Ismaili power.

“The Old Man of the Mountain.”—Hasan Sabbah,

having established his position, broke off from the
Ismailis of Egypt on the death of the Fatimite Caliph

Mustansir in A.H. 487 (1094) by espousing the cause of

Nizar, the unsuccessful claimant, whose brother, Mustali,
succeeded to the throne of Cairo.

Hasan Sabbah now reorganized the order, at the head

of which he placed himself as the Grand Master,.

' commonly termed the Shaykh-ul-Jabal, ot  Chief of the

. Mountain.” Inasmuch as “ Shaykh " is frequently used

| as a term of respect to grey-beards, this title passed into

. Europe in the form “le Vieux”’ or “ The Old Man of

' the Mountain.” Next in the hierarchy came the Grand

Priors of districts or sees, with their staff of dai. Below

' these superior grades were the “Companions,” the

¢« Adherents,” and lastly the famous Fidais or * Devotees,”

. whose fanatical disregard of life_made the sect feared

| even by the most puissant monarchs. The Crusaders
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were brought into contact with the Syrian branch of the
order, and Raymond, Count of Tripoli, in A.p.1149, and

_Conrad of Montferrat,.titular. King of Jerusalem in a.p.
1192, were among its more famous European victims.
In a.p. 1272 the life of Prince Edward, afterwards
Edward I. of England, was attempted at Acre, but accord-
ing to tradition saved by his consort, who sucked the
wound.

The Initiation of the Devotees—A graphic account of
the_initiation..of the.fidais.is given by Marco Polo, who,
writing shortly after the capture of Alamut by Hulagu
in a.p. 1252, says :' “The Old Man had caused a certain
valley between two mountains to be enclosed, and had
turned it into a garden, the largest and most beautiful
that ever was seen, filled with every variety of fruit.
And there were runnels flowing with wine and milk and
honey and water ; and numbers of ladies and of the
most beautiful damsels in the world. For the Old Man
desired to make his people believe that this was actually
Paradise.

“Now no man was allowed to enter the Garden save
those whom he intended to be his asHIsHIN. . . .
Then he would introduce them into his garden, some
four or six or ten at a time, having first made them drink
a certain potion which cast them into a deep sleep, and
then causing them to be lifted and carried in. When
therefore they awoke and found themselves in a place so
charming, they deemed that it was Paradise in very truth.
. . . So when the Old Man would have any prince slain,
he would say to a youth : ¢Go thou and slay so and so ;
and when thou returnest my Angels shall bear thee into
Paradise.””

The _potion was composed of cannabis indica, or
hemp, known as hashish, and this is undoubtedly the
origin of the word “ Assassin.” The fidais rarely survived |
their victims, as they gloried in martyrdom and attempted
to execute their mission in the most open and dramatic
manner. Indeed, so certain of happiness after death were
the followers of this sect that mothers wept if their sons

1 Yule’s Marco Polo, i. p. 139 (Cordier’s edition).
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returned alive from a quest on which they had been sent

by the « Shaykh of the Mountain.”
alhmud, AH. 485 (1092);

(1094) ; ik Shah AH. 1104) 5 oha

AH. 498 SE1- 1104—1117).:;-The death of Malik Shah

urchained fierce rivalnies. He had four sons, all of

whom ultimately rexgnea the latest an st illustrious
o

being Sultan Sanjar, or “the Hawk,” o

f
mediately brought influence to bear upon the Cali
Muktad: to secure her son’s accession. In this she
succeeded, and a high official was sent on posthorses to
Isfahan with orders to seize Barkiyaruk, Malik Shah’s
eldest son by another w1fe‘,'2655.')73)a, But this attempt
was forestalled by the sons of the Nizamsul-Mulk,.and
Barkiyaruk, a boy of twelve, was taken off to Rei, where
he was crowned. Turkan Khatun had followed her
emissary and gained possession of Isfahan, where she was
soon attacked by the supporters of Barkiyaruk, who,
however, were bought off.  Shortly afterwards Turkan
Khatun, by promise of marriage, induced Malik Ismail,
brother of Zobayda, to attack the rival of her son ; but
he was defeated, and Barkiyaruk was formally proclaimed
at Baghdad two Yé’ﬁ?ﬁfté”m“rﬁdlk Shah.
But-thisdid ot end the troubles ; for . Lutush, a paternal

—a
Turkan Khatunywas-at-Baghdad with-Mahmud, a child "
Q___fQ_uL at “the time of hd’l“‘ﬁﬁ‘sﬁ-ands decease, and 1m-

uncle and the founder of thqémn, dynasty, rose in
Tebellion and captured the young Sultan, whom he
brought to Isfahan and threw into prison. It had been
decided to blind him, but his half-brother Mahmud
suddenly died of smallpox, and Barkiyaruk was there-
upon restored to the throne, owing partly, no doubt, to
the disappearance from the scene of Turkan Khatun,
(who had been put to death a short time before.

| Barkiyaruk, who appears to have profited by his lessons
in the school of adversity, defeated and killed Tutush in
the following year, and another rebelli ncle was oppor-
itunely removed by the hand of a page. In the course of
these stirring events the life of Barkiyaruk also was at-
tempted by one of the Ismaili devotees, but he escaped.

. 8

Barkiyaruk, a.n. Sﬁ ‘

(\&N-L'
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In a.n. 489 (1096) Sanjar was appointed King of
Khorasan, but in a.H. 492 (1099) the year of the capture

of Jerusalem by the Crusaders, Mohamed, another son
of Malik Shah, rebelled: aided bg the K’Tuaxyﬁ:u[—fﬂ g__wglE

the ablest of the late..Nizam- -Mulk’s “sons, whom

Barkiyaruk had dismisseﬂtgm_Qfﬁggzzlabé'(')nvertea nto

a mortal enemy. Small wonder was it that the invasion

from Europe met with no response from Baghdad, for
civil war was waged incessantly throughout the reign of
the unfortunate Barkiyaruk. At last peace was made,
but shortly afterwards Barkiyaruk died, and his brother
ohamed obtained the supreme power by seizing and |
blinding the heir-apparent, Malik Shah 11., a boy of five.
Mohamed now became the undisputed ruler of the heart
of the Empire, and during his reign he waged incessant |
war on the Assassins. Upon his death his successor, |

Mahmud, a fm of fourteen, atﬁ?glgggi_lg%;s_pgmﬁul’
nclé, Sanjar, who_defeated him at_Sava, to the west of

u l
um. ith magnanimity unusual in that period, Sanjar

I "“"}4.
_.T(_.

The Seljuks of Kerman, a.u. 433-583 (1041-1187).—
~~'I-‘I";::”§"éju“‘ﬂﬁ(‘-‘(')”fﬁféi"man“have been mentioned and the

not only spared the boy’s eyes, but made him ruler of
Irak and gave him his own daughter in marriage. |

During this period of fratricidal strife the Empire had ‘
broken up, Kerman, Syria, and Asia Minor all coming |
under 3;1(169532519&% “although 'to some extent
they acknowledged the nominal suzerainty of the main
line. Sanjar, however, had practically no concern with
the provinces west of Iran, and the Seljuks of Rum, as
Asia Minor was termed, were entirely independent and
maintained their dynasty until the rise of the Osmanlis
at the beginning of the fourteenth century.

career of their founder, Malik Kaward, has been related;
but we must follow briefly the later fortunes of the
dynasty, which ruled.in south-cast Persia for one hundred |
and forty-six years. f

After the execution of ,Malik Kaward his victorious |
nephew, Malik.Shah, decided to extirpate the whole of |
his family, and with that end in view marched on Kerman
and laid siege to it. But Kaward had left forty daughters,
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and when representations were made that it was not

' becoming for these to be handed over to the soldiery

Malik Shah pardoned t amily.. Kerman was left to
ah, son of Kaward, .who had been partially blinded
after the defeat of his father, but had escaped and returned
thither. Turan Shah, the founder of the Masjid-1-Malik
mosque of Kerman, was the next ruler, and his son, Iran
Shah, was such a “monster” that he was put to death.
Ti other words, he was suspected of favouring the Ismaili
tenets. Under the just and efficient rule of his cousin,
Arslan Shah, who reigned forty-one years, from a.H.
494 to A.H. §36 (1100—1141), the province attained great
prosperity. If the chronicler is to be credited, caravans
from Asia Minor, Khorasan, and Irak passed through
it bound for Abyssinia, Zanzibar, and China. Arslan
Shah was sovereign also of the neighbouring province
of Fars, and had his deputy in Oman. Ultimately the _
dynasty was destroyed by.the Ghuzz,like.the.main branch
seljuks
The Origin of the Crusades..—By way of conclusion to
this chapter 1 propose to give a brief account of the
Crusades,! which for nearly two_centuries constituted an.

attack by Christendom_on Islam as represented by the
"Seljuk and Fatimid Empires ; although they affected the
fortunes of Persia &ﬁ;ﬁmﬁctly, to pass them by with-
out notice would leave this narrative incomplete. Pilgrim-
ages to Jerusalem may be said to date from the famous
journey of St. Helena, the mother of Constantine, whose
alleged discovery of the true cross in A.p. 326 marked
the beginning of pilgrim-travel ; and Beazley gives details
lof St. Silvia, of Jerome, and other very early pilgrims.
Of special interest to us is the journey of St. Willibald,
the West Saxon, the earliest recorded Englishman who
visited the East. He and his companions started from
Hamble Mouth, near Southampton, with the original in-

|tention of proceeding no farther than Rome, where they

stayed for some time. In the spring of A.n. 722, having
decided ¢ to reach and gaze upon the walls of that delect-
1 For this section I have consulted Tie Crusades in the East, by W. B. Stevenson,

hnd Beazley’s Dawn of Modern Geography.
VOL. II 1
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able and desirable city of Jerusalem,” they travelled via
Naples to Syracuse and Southern Greece, and so to
Ephesus, whence they proceeded, mainly by land, to
Cyprus. Their port in Syria was Tortosa, and, walking
inland to Emesa, they were thrown into prison “as
strangers and unknown men.” A friendly Spaniard,
brother of a chamberlain to the Caliph, took up their
case, and they were summoned to appear before Yezid 11.
On his asking whence they came, they replied, “ From the
western shore, where the sun sets, and we know not of
any land beyond—nothing but water.” So remote were
the British Isles before the discovery of America! The
Caliph upon hearing this exclaimed, “ Why punish them?
They have done no wrong; set them free.” By this
journey Willibald, almost forgotten to-day, was the fore-
runner of a mighty movement of conquest.

It will be remembered that in the account of the
reign of Haroun-al-Rashid a reference was made to his
exchange of embassies with Charlemagne. Indeed, no
fewer than three missions visited the great Caliph, who
despatched three return embassies to Europe.! Again,
during the reign of Mamun, Louis the Pious, son of
Charlemagne, sent an embassy, which brought a response
from Mamun six years later. The concessions obtained
from Haroun gave the Franks a strong position in
Jerusalem, but before the ninth century closed their
quasi-protectorate, as Beazley aptly terms it, passed to
the Byzantines.

It is hard to realize how deep was the interest taken
by Christendom in pilgrimages during the tenth century,
and from what remote countries the pilgrims came. It is
especially remarkable that in a.p. 987 two Icelanders
appear on the scene, first-fruits of the conversion of the
Norsemen with all its far-reaching consequences. In the
eleventh century pilgrimages became common, even
women taking part in them, and the interest of Christendom
grew continually deeper.  Suddenly, in a.p. 1010, the
mad Fatimite Hakim Biamrillah, who has already been
mentioned, destroyed the buildings of the Holy Sepulchre.

Y Dawn of Geography, vol. ii. p. 120.
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Some ten years later they were rebuilt, but Christendom
had meanwhile been stirred to its depths, and from that
time the crusades became inevitable, although eighty years
were to elapse before<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>